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SKANDA PURANA
Book II : VAISNAVAKHANDA

Section VII : VAISAKHAMASA-MAHATMYA*

CHAPTER ONE
The Greatness of the Holy Bath in Vaisakha

Obeisance to Sri Ganesa

After bowing down to Narayana, Nara the most excellent one
among men, Goddess Sarasvati and Vyasa, one should recite Jaya
(the Purana).!

Sura said:

1.  Once again, the king (Ambarisa) asked Narada, the son of
Brahma Paramesthin, about the meritorious greatness of the month
of Vaisakha.

Ambarisa said:

2-6. The greatness of all the months has been truly heard by
me from you, O Brahmana, formerly. It was then said by you that
among these months Vai§akha was the most excellent one. Hence,
O Brahmana. I have great curiosity to hear the greatness of the
month of Vai§akha. How is it that this month is dear to Visnu?
What are those holy rites which Visnu likes to be performed in the
month that is a favourite of Madhava? Out of these too, what are
those holy rites most dear to Visnu and werthy of being per-
formed? What is to be given as charitable gift? What is its ben-
efit? With whom (what deity) in view are we to perform these

* Vaiéakha is another month which is favourite with Visnu. In PdP, Patala Khanda,
Ch. 84, as a background of this Mihdtmya, we are told that once Narada went to
Mathuri o see King Arbarisa, a great devotee of Krsna (vv 8-10). Vaisakha-Mahatmva
is thus a dialogue between these two.

1. This benedictory verse shows that Yai§akhmasa-Mahatmya (VM) is an inde-
pendent work incorporated in SkP. We have 8 VM in PdP V (Pitila-Khanda), Chs.
84-98.



2 Skanda Purana

rites? What are those materials of worship with which Madhava is
to be worshipped at the advent of the month of Vat§akha? O
Narada, describe this in detail to me who am full of devotion.

SriNarada replied:

7. Formerly, on being asked by me, Brahma described the
ancient (traditional) holy rites pertaining to the different months
as had been described previously to Sri by the Supreme Atman
(Visnu).

8.  Thereupon, some months were particularly mentioned (such
as) Karttika and Magha. Madhava (Visnu) made Vai§akha the
most excellent one among the months.

9-14. (The month of Vai§akha) is the bestower of the desired
things upon all the living beings, like a mother forever. It is the
destroyer of all sins by means of charitable gifts, holy rites and
ablutions. It is the essence of all virtues (religious acts), Yajnas
and holy rites. It is the essence of all austerities. It is worshipped
by Suras.

Like the Vedic lore among all lores,' like Pranava among all
Mantras, like the divine Kalpa (wish-yielding) tree among trees,
like the Kamadhenu (wish-yielding cow) among all cows, like
Sesa among all serpents, like Garuda among all birds, like Visnu
among all Devas, like Brahmana among all castes, like the vital
air among the dearest objects, like wife among intimate ones, like
Ganga among all rivers, like the sun among luminaries, like discus
among all the weapons, like gold among all metals, like Rudra
among all Vaispavas and like Kaustubha among all jewels, Vaisakha
is the most excellent one among all the months conducive to piety
and virtuousness.

15-17. There is nothing else like this in the world which is
conducive to the pleasure of Visnu.

The Lord accompanied by Laksmi is much delighted with a
person habitually engaged in the holy bath before sunrise in the
month of Vai§akha (when the Sun is) in Aries.?

Just as creatures are pleased with food, so also Visnu is un-
doubtedly pleased with the holy bath in the month of Vai§akha. On

1. VV 11-14 are an echo of BG X (Vibhiti-Yoga).
2. VV 15-26 describe the meritorious nature of early bath: (before sunrise) in
Vai$akha. The desties of Tirthas go away from them after six ghapis from sunrise.
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seeing people engaged in holy bath in the month of Vai§akha, he
becomes highly pleased.

18-22a. By that itself one is liberated from sins and is honoured
in the world of Visnu. By taking bath once in the morning when
the Sun is in Aries and performing the daily round of duties, the
devotee is liberated from great sins. He shall attain Sayujya (iden-
tity) with Visnu.

If a man takes a step for the purpose of ablution in the month of
Vaisakha, he undoubtedly attains the benefit of ten thousands of
horse-sacrifices.

Or a man of crooked mind may simply resolve (this) within his
mind. Even he will obtain the merit of a hundred sacrifices. There
is no doubt in it.

He who goes a distance of a Dhanus (=distance of three and a
half hands) in order to bathe when the Sun is in Aries, shall be
liberated from all bondages. He shall attain Sayujya with Visnu.

22b-26. O eminent king, all the Tirthas in the three worlds
within the Cosmic Egg are present even in very little of water in
streams etc. Sins entered in the records of Yama roar only as long
as a living being does not take bath in cold water in the month of
Vaiéakha!

All the deities of the Tirthas etc., O king, are always present in
the external water (i.e., in rivers, lakes etc.,) in the month of
Vaisakha. At the behest of Visnu and with a desire for the welfare
of men they stay there for six ghatikas (24x6=144 Minutes) from
sunrise. If men do not take bath by that time, they curse them
terribly and go over to their respective abodes. Hence, O great
king one should take bath (as stated).

CHAPTER TWO

The Benefit of Different Kinds of Charitable Gifts

Narada said:

1-5. There is no month equal to Vaj§akha.' There is no Yuga
equal to Krta; there is no holy text equal to the Veda; there is no
Tirtha equal to Ganga.

1. Again an echo of BG X. The comparisons are made to confirm the supreme
position (meritorious nature) of Vaifakha.



4 Skanda Purana

There is no charitable gift comparable to that of water; there is
no happiness on a par with that of a wife; there is no wealth
comparable to agriculture and there is no gain greater than life.

There is no austerity comparable to observance of fast; there is
no happiness greater than that of a charitable gift. There is no holy
rite equal to mercifulness; there is no refulgence on a par with the
eye.

There is no satisfaction similar to that of taking food; there is
no business activity comparable to agriculture. There is no friend
on a par with virtue; there is no reputation like that of truthfulness.

There is no acquisition on a par with good health; there is no
saviour greater than Kesava; there is no purifier equal to Vai§akha,
as the learned know.

6-10. Vaisakha is the greatest month. It is always a favourite of
Visnu. If anyone were to pass this month dearest to Visnu, without
observing holy rites, he is reborn in the wombs of sub-human
species like birds, animals. He is excluded from all pious activi-
ties.

If any human being spends the month of Vai§akha without
observing Vratas, his Istapurta (performing sacrifices, building
ghats, repairing lakes and wells etc.) is futile.

If there is any (self-imposed) restraint on having food one is
accustomed to have in Vai§akha, certainly, he will attain Sayujya
with Visnu. There is no doubt about it.

In this world there are different kinds of Vratas that can be
observed only by spending much wealth. They cause much strain
to the body and they yield (result in) rebirth. But merely by taking
holy bath in the month of Vaisakha, one is not reborn on the earth.

11. By offering water in the month of Vai§akha one attains
that merit which is obtained by making all types of charitable gifts
and visiting all Tirthas.

12. If one is incapable of offering water, one should induce
others to do it, if one is desirous of prosperity. It is more condu-
cive to welfare than all charitable gifts.

13. If all charitable gifts are placed in one pan and the gift of
water is placed in the other pan and weighed in a balance, the gift
of water excels.

14. One who donates Prapas (free-water sheds) for wayfarers,
uplifts a crore of the members of his family. He is honoured in the
world of Visnu.
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15. Offering water through Prapas gives excessive pleasure to
Devas, Pitrs and Sages, O excellent king. It is true. There is no
doubt at all.

16. If those who are tired due to long walk along the road are
delighted by means of Prapas, Devas including Brahma, Visnu and
Siva are propitiated by him.

17-19. Water should be given to those who wish for it. An
umbrella should be given to those who desire shade. In the month
of Vaisakha, O king, fans should be given to those who wish for
fans. At the advent of the month of Vai§akha, water, umbrella and
fan should be given to a Brahmana householder. The gift of these
articles is (considered) excellent. By not giving a waterpot, one is
reborn as a Cataka bird (who depends on rainfall for drinking
water).

20. If a person gives cool water to a noble-souled person
oppressed by thirst, O eminent king, by that act itself he shall get
the merit of ten thousand Rajasiiyas.

21. He who fans a Brahmana oppressed by heat and fatigue
shall become free from sins by that (act) itself. He shall become
the overlord of heaven-walkers (Devas etc).

22. By not giving fans to Brahmanas in the month of Vaisakha
one becomes afflicted with hundred types of rheumatic ailments
and goes to hell.

23. If a person fans with even a cloth an excellent Brahmana
tired by (a walk) along the road, he shall become liberated by that
itself and shall attain Sayujya with Visnu.

24. By giving a fan made of Palmyra leaf with a pure mind,
one gets rid of all sins and goes to the world of Brahma.

25. If a man does not give the meritorious fan that dispels
fatigue, he suffers torture in hell and is reborn on the earth as a
leper.

26. O lord of men, one shall ardently give an umbrella at least
once in the month of Vaisakha for suppressing the three types of
miseries, viz. those originating in the body, those from other crea-
tures and those from destiny.

27. One who does not give an umbrella in the course of the
month of Vai§akha of which Madhava is fond, is reborn on the
earth as a highly cruel ghost in a place devoid of any shade.

28. He who gives excellent sandals in the month of Vai§akha
is liked by Visnu, disregards the messengers of Yama and goes to
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the world of Visnu.

29. If a person gives footwear in the month of Vai§akha at the
advent of the vernal season, he has not to suffer the distresses of
this world nor will he go to the world of hells.

30. He who gives footwear to a Braihmana who requests for it,
is reborn as a king on the earth in the course of a crore births
undoubtedly.

31. Itis not possibie even for Brahma to describe the merit of
that person who erects a pavilion on the way that dispels the
fatigue of helpless persons.

32. The limit of the benefit of that person has not been seen
(even) by Brahma, who feeds a Brahmana who has come (to his
house) as a guest.

33. O king, the gift of cooked food is conducive to immediate
satisfaction. Hence there is no other gift on a par with cooked food
in all the worlds.

34. Even Brahma is not competent to describe the merit of
that person who offers shelter to a Brahmana who is weary due to
long walk on the way.

35. If a person does not eat sufficiently, wives, children, abodes
etc., clothes, ornaments, embellishments etc. are unbearable to
him. To a person who feeds himself properly, all these are cer-
tainly tolerable.

36-37. Hence a gift equal to that of food has never been seen
before, nor will ever be seen in future.

He who has not made the gift (of food) in the month of Vai§akha
to a Brahmana who plods his weary way, shall be born on the earth
as a ghost eating his own flesh. Hence cooked food must be given
to Brahmanas in accordance with one’s affluence.

38. O king, the giver of cooked food makes (the recipient)
forget his own parents and others (but not the giver of food).
Hence all the people residing in the three worlds praise cooked
food.

39. Mothers and fathers are mere causes of birth. Learned
men in the world say that the giver of food is the (real) father.

40. All the Tirthas are present in one who gives cooked food.
All the deities are present in one who gives cooked food. O con-
queror of the realms of enemies, all virtues are present in the giver
of food.
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CHAPTER THREE
Charitable Gifts (Continued)

Narada said:’

1-6. If a person gives a cot to an excellent Brahmana where he
lies (can lie) down happily and comfortably enjoying the cool
breeze, that person attains freedom from all ailments in his body
that is a means to achieve Dharma.

By giving it he gets rid of all distress and becomes free from
sins. He attains the state of unbroken (bliss) which is very difficult
for even Yogins to aitain.

After giving very excellent cot that dispels weariness, to the
Brahmanas tired and distressed due to the heat (of the sun) in the
month of Vai§akha, O lord of men, one never languishes in the
world on account of births, deaths, old age etc.

If a Brahmana accepts a cot and lies down on it all through his
life, all the sins (of the donor) whether committed knowingly or
unknowingly perish, O great king, like camphor in contact with
fire. That man certainly attains absorption in Brahman if the Brahmana
lies on it.

7-10a. If a person gives food and clothing in the month of
Vaisakha (in) which Hari likes the holy bath, that person will be
endowed with all kinds of worldly pleasures in that very birth.
Along with his family he certainly remains unafflicted with ail-
ments etc. He obtains longevity, very sound health, fame and
fortitude. Till a hundred generations are over, no unrighteous per-
son is born in his family. He will die only after enjoying all
worldly pleasures. After getting rid of all sins, he attains salvation.

10b-13a. If a person gives to a prominent Brahmana well-versed
in the Vedas, a pillow without which no man can sleep happily
anywhere, he shall enjoy a kingdom on the earth after becoming
the supporter of all. Again and again he will enjoy all pleasures
and will be devoted to virtue. For seven births, O great king, he
will be all-conqueror. Thereafter, he becomes competent to go to

1. The last chapter discussed the meritorious nature of charitable gifts of food,
water, shelter and other amenities which relieve the oppressive heat of Vai§ikha.
This chapter describes the importance of the gift of a cot. bedstead (vv 1-13a), mats,
blankets (vv 13b-18) and other things helping to minimise the heat-effects of Vai§akha.
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the world of Brahma accompanied by the members of his family
up to seven generations.

13b-15. If a person gives a grass-mat or any other kind of mat,
Visnu himself shall lie down there. Parame§vara will stay there.
Just as wool soaked in water is not broken or ruffled by the water,
so also that person living in the mundane world is not bound to the
worldly existence. The person who gives a mat is in every respect
happy while engaged in sitting or lying down on it (?).

16. If a person offers shelter (like a caravanserai) and gives a
mat and a blanket for the purpose of lying down, he shall become
liberated by that much alone. No doubt need be entertained in this
respect.

17. Misery is dispelled by means of sleep. Fatigue is dispelled
by means of sleep. The sleep of a person lying on a mat becomes
sound and happy surely.

18. O king, he who gives a blanket in the month of Vai$akha
at the advent of the spring season shall become free from prema-
ture or accidental death. He will live for a hundred (years).

19. He who gives clothes of fine texture to a good Brihmana
afflicted with heat, shall attain full span of life and the highest
goal hereafter.

20. By giving excellent camphor that dispels internal heat, to
a Brahmana, one attains salvation. His miseries are all over.

21. He who gives flowers and saffron to a Brahmana, shall
become an emperor, a ruler who will win over all the peoples.

22-24a. He shall enjoy all worldly pleasures with sons, grand-
sons etc. and shall attain salvation.

Sandalpaste dispels instantaneously heat and distress of skin
and bones. By giving it (sandalpaste) one shall be free from the
threefold distress and shall attain salvation.

He who gives the different kinds of unguents, viz. Auéira*,
Casaka (?) and Kaus$a (?) rendered fragrant by the addition of
water, shall have the assistance of Devas, O great king, in (the
enjoyment of) worldly pleasures.

24b-25. His sins will be destroyed and miseries will disappear.
He shall attain the supreme bliss of salvation. If the devotee con-
versant with the religious duties in the month of Vai§akha gives
Goroca (yellow orpiment) and musk, he shall be rid of the three-

* Prepared from the roots of Andropogon muricatus.
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fold distress. He shall attain the greatest bliss of salvation.

26. He who gives betel leaves with camphor when the Sun is
in Aries, shall share the happiness of an emperor and then attain
the highest bliss of salvation.

27. A man who gives blue lotus and jasmine in the month of
Mesa becomes an emperor. Afterwards he attains salvation.

28. He who gives Ketaki or Mallika at the time of the advent
of vernal season shall attain salvation at the behest of the Slayer of
Madhu.

29. Listen to the fruit or reward enjoyed by that person, O
king, who does the good work of giving arecanuts, coconuts and
sweet scents to a Brahmana.

30. For seven births he shall be a Brahmana endowed with
wealth. He shall be a master of the Vedas. Afterwards, accompa-
nied by seven generations of his family, he shall go to the world of
Visnu.

31. O king, I am unable to recount the fruit enjoyed by that
person who erects a pavilion for rest and recreation and gives it to
a Brahmana.

32. He who makes a pavilion with good shade, with sand
scattered properly and endued with a Prapa (shed for free supply
of water) shall become ruler of the world.

33. He who makes parks along the highways, digs lakes and
wells, and erects pavilion, is a righteous-souled one. Of what use
are sons to him?

34-36. Santana (progeny) is proclaimed to be of seven types: a
well, a lake, a park, a pavilion, Prapa, performing holy rites and a
son. If at least one of these is not present, men do not go up (to
heaven).

Excellent men conversant with everything know that these seven
are to be known as Santana (progeny): listening to good holy
texts, pilgrimage to Tirthas, association with good people, gift of
water, gift of cooked food, planting the seedlings of A§vattha
(holy fig tree) and a son.

37. One without Santana cannot attain higher worlds, though
he may perform hundreds of holy rites. Hence one shall seek
Santana. He should go in for one among the Santanas.

38-40. None among animals, birds, deer and trees goes easily to
the higher world. How can we expect it from human beings!

If one gives excellent betel leaves along with arecanuts, cam-
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phor and agallochum, one is liberated from all bodily sins. There
is no doubt about it. The person who gives Tambiula (collection of
all the above) certainly obtains fame, courage and glory.”

41-46. If a sick man gives it, he shall be free from illness. A
healthy man who gives it shall attain salvation.

He who gives buttermilk that is destructive of heat and distress
in the month of Vaisakha, becomes learned and wealthy on the
earth.

There is no other gift on a par with that of buttermilk in summer
season. Hence buttermilk should be given to a Brahmana weary on
the way.

He who gives buttermilk mixed with the excellent juice of
Jambira (citron fruit) and fine salt which removes loss of app.tite,
shall attain salvation.

O king, I am not capable of recounting the fruit enjoyed by that
person who gives curds in the month of Vaisakha for quelling
heat.

He who gives excellent rice (in the month of Vai§akha) that is
a favourite of Visnu, shall obtain full span of life. He shall obtain
the fruit of all Yajnas.

He who gives ghee from cow’s milk which is a form of Tejas
(fire element), to a Brahmana, obtains the fruit of a horse-sacrifice
and rejoices in the world of Visnu.

47. (He who gives) a mixture of tender cucumber and jaggery
in the month of Vaisakha when the Sun is in Aries, shall be rid of
all sins and certainly live in Svetadvipa.

48. Infinite is the merit of that person who gives a Brahmana
a sugarcane stump in the evening or during the day, for the sake of
cessation (cooling) of heat and distress.

49. By giving Panaka (mixture of water and treacle) in the
evening in the month of VaiSakha for alleviating fatigue, one shall
be rid of all sins. He shall obtain Sayujya with Visnu.

50. One should give Panaka along with fruits in the evening in
the month of Mesa to a Brahmana. Thereby the Pitrs shall have a
drink of nectar undoubtedly.

51. If anyone gives Panaka mixed with fully ripe mango fruits
in the month of Vai§akha, all his sins shall certainly perish.

52. If anyone gives a (big) pot full of Panaka juice on the
new-moon day in the month of Caitra, undoubtedly a hundred
Gayasraddhas have been performed by him.
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53. On the new-moon day in the month of Caitra, a man
should give on behalf of the manes, a potful of Panaka mixed with
musk, camphor, jasmine and the fragrant root of the plant Andropogon
muricatus. It is as good as offering ninety-six Sraddhas.

CHAPTER FOUR
The Holy Rites to be Observed in Vaisakha

Narada said:

1-6. One who observes vows during the month of Vai§akha
shall avoid the (following) eight acts': smearing the body with oil,
sleeping during day-time, taking food in a bell-metal vessel, sleep-
ing on a cot, taking bath in the house, eating forbidden food,
taking food twice a day and taking food at night.

He who observes the vows in the month of VaiSakha and takes
his meal on a lotus leaf, shall be rid of sins. He shall go to the
world of Visnu.

One shall wash the feet of Brahmanas who are tired at midday
in the month of Vai§akha. That shall be a holy rite, the most
excellent one among all holy rites.

If a Brahmana fatigued by travelling on foot comes to one’s
house at midday and if one makes that Brahmana occupy a beau-
tiful seat and washes his feet and sprinkles-that water over his
(own) head, he shall have all the fetters (of Samsara) broken
down. He is certainly on a par with that person who has taken his
holy bath in Ganga and all other Tirthas.

7. A person who does not take bath in the month of Vais§akha,
one who passes the month of Vais§akha without taking food on
Palasa leaf, shall be reborn first as a donkey and thereafter as a
mule.?

8. If a healthy man of a strong constitution, devoid of ail-

1. VV 1-6 enumerate the don’ts and dos in Vai§akha.
2. VV 7-11 describe the punishment for violation of the Vrata-injunctions of
Vaigakha.
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ments, takes bath in the house during Vaisakha, he shall attain
rebirth in the womb of a Candala woman.

9. O great king, if a person does not take bath outside®(i.e.,
in rivers, lakes etc.) in the month of Vai§akha when the Sun is in
Aries, he shall be born as a dog a hundred times.

10. If the month of Vaisakha is passed without the stipulated
baths and charitable gifts, the person shall certainly become a
ghost. By not observing the holy rites pertaining to the month of
Vaisakha, one shall go down (i.e. become degraded).

11. A man of greedy mind who does not offer water and
cooked food in the month of Vai§akha, never gets his sins and
miseries destroyed. There is no doubt about it.

12.  He who is devoted to Visnu and takes bath in a river in the
month of Vais§ikha, is liberated from the sins accumulated in the
course of three births. There is no doubt about it.

13. If a person takes his bath at sunrise' in a river that flows
into a sea, he shall at the very instant be released from sins ac-
quired in the course of seven births.

14-15. Jahnavi (Ganga), Vrddhaganga (Bidht Ganga), Kalindi
(Yamuna), Sarasvati, Kaveri, Narmada and Veni (Krsna)—these
are glorified as the “Seven Gangds”. A man who takes his holy
bath early in the morning in (anyone of) the “Seven Gangas” is
liberated from the sins acquired in the course of a crore of births.
There is no doubt about this.

16. A person who takes the holy plunge in the morning during
the month of Vai§akha in natural reservoirs .of water, shall be
liberated from the sins committed ever since his birth. There is no
doubt about this.

17. He who, at the advent of the month of Vai§akha, takes his
bath in wells (outside the house) in the morning, gets (his) great
sins destroyed.

18-20. It is certain that all the rivers including Ganga are present
in water-receptacles outside, even if they be small like the pits
made by cows’ hoofs. He who realizes this, attains the benefit
more than from all the Tirthas.

(Just as) Milk is superior to water, O king, curd is superior to

I. VV 13-19 describe the meritorious effects of morning bath, especially outside
one’s house.
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milk and ghee superior to curd, so Karttika is superior to the other
months, the month of Magha is superior to Karttika and Vai§akha
is superior to Magha. The holy rite performed in that month grows
like the (minute) seed of a banyan tree (into a big tree).

21-22. A man may be rich or extremely poor or dependent, but
whatever object he obtains should be given to a Brahmana, whether
it is a bulb, root, fruit, vegetable, salt, jaggery, jujube fruit, leaf,
water or buttermilk. It is conducive to infinite benefit.

23-28a. Nowhere does a man get anything if it has not been
given by him (previously), not from even Devas including Brahma.
One who has never given charitable gifts will become indigent.
Due to poverty he commits (further) sin. Due to sinfulness he falls
into hell. Hence charitable gifts should be made by one who wishes
for happiness.

Just as a house endowed with all good features is not (consid-
ered) splendid if it is devoid of goods and chattels, so also holy
rites and pious observances performed in all the months go in
vain, if the vows of the month of Vai§akha are not observed.!

Just as a girl though endowed with all good qualities and fea-
tures (does not shine) should she not have a living husband, so also
a holy rite may be perfect in every detail with all ancillaries, but
they know that it is futile if it is bereft of the VaiS§akha vows.

Just as all other qualities are futile if there is no mercifulness,
so also all holy rites are futile if they are without the Vai§akha
vows. A vegetable dish may have all the good features and ingre-
dients, but it is not relished if there is no salt therein. Similarly a
meritorious deed unconnected with Vaisakha should not be re-
sorted to by good people. Nor is it conducive to the attainment of
the good.

28b-30. A young woman may be exceedingly beautiful and may
have all the ornaments, but she does not shine without (adequate)
clothing. So also a series of holy rites performed exceedingly well
by men does not shine without the Vaisakha rites. So it is decided
that holy rites are to be performed in the month of Vaisakha by all
means by every type of living being.

With the Slayer of Madhu in view, the devotee shall take holy
bath in the morning when the Sun is in Aries and then worship
Visnu. Otherwise he will fall into hell.

1. VV 25-30: importance of observing rites in Vaisakha.
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31-32. There was a king named Mahiratha.! He was lecherous
and lustful without any control over his passions. But due to }\oly
ablution in the month of Vaisakha he went to Vaikuntha directly.
Vaisakha is a beneficial month with Madhustidana as the deity. It
yields more benefit for (the various holy rites such as) pilgrim-
ages, austerities, Yajinas, charitable gifts and Homas.

The Mantra for prayer:

33. *“O Madhusidana, O lord of the Devas, I shall take the
holy bath in the morning in the month of Vai§akha when the Sun
is in Anies. Make it free from hindrances, O Madhava.”

The Mantra for Arghya:

34. “In the month of Vai§akha when the Sun is in Aries, | am
engaged in the early morning ablution. I shall give you Arghya.
Accept it, O Madhusudana.

35. O ye all rivers including Ganga, accept the Arghya of-
fered by me. O Tirthas and whirlpools, accept the Arghya offered
by me. Be well pleased.

36. O Yama, you are the leader. You are the chastiser of
sinners. You view (everyone) impartially. Accept the Arghya of-
fered by me. Be the bestower of the benefit mentioned.”

37-39. The devotee should offer Arghyas thus and then take the
holy bath. He then wears two clothes and performs all the rites. He
worships Madhusidana with flowers growing in the vernal season.
He shall then listen to the divine narratives and anecdotes of Visnu
praising this month. He shall be liberated from sins acquired in the
course of a crore of births and attain salvation.

40. He will never undergo distress on the earth, neither in
heaven nor in the nether worlds. He is not born anywhere again in
any womb. He does not suck the breasts further (i.e. is liberated).

4]1. One who takes food in a bell-metal vessel in the month of

1. For the story of Mahiratha see PdP V (Piatala Khanda), Ch. 99. The king
improved his conduct and performed Vai$akha-rites. After death he expressed his
desire to see hells. When he went to have a view, the hellish beings felt happy. Seeing
their plight, the king offered his merit of Vai§akha-rites and then the hellish beings
went to heaven and only after their redemption the king agreed to go to Vaikuntha.
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Vaisakha, one who does not listen to good stories, one who does
not take holy bath or make charitable gifts, falls into hells.

42-47. Somehow the sin of killing a thousand Brahmanas can be
dispelled, but the sin of that person who has not taken holy bath in
the month of Vai§akha can never be dispelled. That base man is
undoubtedly dead though living, who does not take holy bath in
the month of Vaif§akha, though he has his body under his control,
can freely enter and stay in water and his tongue is free enough to
utter the two syllables HA-RI (but does not do so). If a stupid and
deluded soul does not worship Madhusudana in the month of Vai§akha,
by some means or the other, he shall be reborn as a pig. He who
worships Madhusidana in the month of Vaisakha with Tulasi leaves,
shall become an emperor and enjoy pleasures in a crore of births.
Afterwards, he attains Sayujya with Visnu along with a crore of
the members of his family. The devotee shall serve Visnu both
Saguna and Nirguna (with or without attributes) by means of dif-
ferent paths of devotion. He shall meditate upon him always with
the mind not dwelling on anything else.

CHAPTER FIVE
The Excellence of Vaisakha

Ambarisa said:

1.  Why should Vai§akha be considered to be superior to all
the other months and special holy rites, austerities, charitable gifts
and all the other types of pious observances (enjoined during its
course)?

Naradareplied:

2-4. Let me tell you, O highly intelligent one. Listen with
single-minded attention.

At the end of the Kalpa, the great Lord, the Lord of Devas, lies
on his couch of Sesa, the Serpent. With all the groups of worlds
inside his belly, he lies down in the vast sea of Pralaya. All the
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different categories (of worldly objects), the multifarious things,
become unified into one mass due to his yogic Maya and the
superior powers. At the end of the slumber he is awakened by the
Srutis. The Lord, the storehouse of mercy, protected all the groups
and species of beings stationed in his belly.

5. He became inclined to create in order to enable the living
beings to experience the fruits of their respective Karmas. From
his navel arose a golden lotus, support of all the worlds.

6. He created Brahma, Vairaja (son of Virat), called Purusa.
In him the Lord created the fourteen worlds.

7-11.He created various groups of living beings of different
activities and mental proclivities. He created three Gunas, Prakrti,
boundaries and overlords. He made the distinctions (in the duties)
of the different castes and stages of life. He defined Dharma.

He made the sages the custodians of Dharma. The great Lord
made them active workers in the propagation and protection of
Dharma according to the four Vedas, Tantra texts, Smrtis, Puranas
and Itihasas all in the form of his commands. The duties propa-
gated by them are based on the distinction of castes and stages of
life. All the people had faith in the Dharmas befitting them and
giving delight to Visnu.

In order to ensure proper functioning of (the system of) the
stages of life, the immutable Lord is stationed in the heart itself.
Still (he manifests himself outside) in order to test and frighten
(people) (lest they should cease performance of their duties).

12. The wise Lord thought thus: ‘What can be that time when
the people will perform all the excellent Dharmas perfectly?

13-14. The rainy season has been created by me. People are
afflicted and helpless then. Obstructed by mud etc. they are unable
to perform excellent Dharmas.

On seeing them anger alone will arise in me. I shall not be
delighted with them. Let not the people looked at by me become
disturbed and helpless. Hence 1 do (should) not see them.

15-16. In autumn too there is no fulfilment (of the needs) be-
cause of agricultural activities. Some are eagerly attached to ripe
fruits. Some are afflicted by heavy showers and some by chillness.
On seeing them I (may) become furious indeed. It does not give
me any satisfaction, when I notice lack of good qualities.

17-20. When early winter season sets in, people do not wish to
get up early in the morning. I become angry on seeing that people
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do not get up even when the sun has risen.

In the same manner people are distressed in the morning during
late winter. So also they are not capable of taking in ripe fruits
with care. Further they are afflicted by chillness and they are
worried about the early morning ablution. There shall be omission
of duties on their part. It will never be recompensed in any man-
ner. This is not the time for survey.’ Thus the Lord became agi-
tated in his mind. He considered vernal season to be one dispelling
all calamities.

21. “In performing holy bath, charitable gifts, in Yajia, in
holy rites, in the enjoyment of pleasures and in the execution of
different kinds of pious observances and vows, this season is favourable.

22-27. Certainly (some) objects would be accessible to living
beings without much strain. Whatever object will satisfy embodied
beings for whom Visnu is the support, that object is the means of
acquiring virtue and piety to them, since they are endowed with
devotion. In vernal season all objects are conducive to happiness
to living beings. Those objects are worthy of being distributed as
charitable gifts, worthy of holy rites and also of being enjoyed in
every respect. There is no doubt about this, that poor people, those
who are lame and those who are disabled in other limbs, as well as
noble-souled ones (without valuable possessions) can easily get
the things such as water etc. My devotees (lit. to whom | am dear)
perform holy rites conducive to their own welfare with such things
as leaves, flowers, fruits, vegetables and other things, with pleas-
ing words, with flower garlands, betel leaves, sandalpaste and
other things, by washing the feet and similar rites and with humil-
ity etc. Thereby I become the bestower of boons on them.” Think-
ing and speaking thus (to Rama), Lord Visnu started along with
Rama.

28-32. He went along surveying the forests and full-blown flowers.
He saw places inhabited by delighted and well-nourished people
and resorted to by inebriated bees and birds.

He saw the beautiful courtyards of the rich hermitages of the
residents of forests and villages. He saw gardens and vast lands.

He pointed out all these to Rama. Visnu was eulogized by
Siddhas, Caranas, Gandharvas, Kinnaras, Serpents and Raksasas as
well as by Devas and eminent sages. Thus he visited the houses of
those householders who followed the system of castes and stages
of life. Beginning with the month of Mina and ending with the
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month of Karkata, he stayed there along with Rama and Suras.

He tested people by the services (and offerings) perfofmed or
omitted. There he gives to the persons endowed with virtue all
their cherished things.

33-36. He does not brook haughty, intoxicated men. He de-
prives them of their span of life, wealth etc.

In the month of Vai$akha they perform worship of the Supreme
Atman. The Lord brooks it even if omission of rites happens in the
other months in the case of good men who have been otherwise
constant.

If people in the outlying districts go and serve the king who
gaes over to their land, offer him presents and humble obeisance,
then the king ignores the deficiencies and shortages in their pay-
ment of taxes and tributes. He considers it as paid in full as it
were. Further, he becomes pleased with them and certainly gives
them something more also.

37-39. If they do not revere and worship him, he metes out
punishment too. In the same manner, Visnu behaves with his own
people in the month of VaiSakha during the advent of the vernal
season. To the persons who offer him worship, he grants all cher-
ished things. In the case of those persons who do not perform
obeisance etc. he deprives them of their wealth etc.

This is the time when the Lord of Devas, the Sarnga-bearing
Visnu, the protector of Dharma, tests the devotees. Hence this is
the most excellent of all months.

CHAPTER SIX
The Story of a House-Lizard

Narada said:

1. O king, one who does not offer water in the month of
Vaiéakha to those who are excessively thirsty and tired of journey
over a long way, shall be born as an animal (in lower species).

2. In this connection they cite the following old story and a
very wonderful dialogue between a Brahmana and a house-lizard.

3.  Formerly in the family of Iksvaku, there was a king named
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Hemanga.'! He was a benefactor of Brahmanas. He was exceed-
ingly munificent. He had conquered enemies and had all the sense-
organs perfectly under his control.

4. He gifted away as many cows as there are particles in the
earth, as there are drops of water (in seas etc.) and as there are
stars in the sky.

5. The whole earth became splendid with plenty of Kus$a
grass as they were left strewn by him after his Yajnas were over.
Many Brahmanas were propitiated by him with the donation of
cows, lands, gingelly seeds, gold and other things.

6. It is well-known that there were no charitable gifts not
made by him. Of course, water was the sole thing not given by
him, O king, because he thought that it was easily available.

7-8. He was advised by Vasistha, the noble-souled son of Brahma.
Yet he argued, “What fruit can a donor acquire—a donor of a
valueless thing which is available everywhere?” With this wrong
notion and arguments in support thereof, he did not offer water to
any Brahmana. His statement (apparently) well-founded was, “There
shall be merit in giving what is not available.”

9.  He worshipped Brahmanas wanting in limbs, poor Brahmanas
and those devoid of means of livelihood. He did not adore those
Brahmanas who were well-versed in the Vedas, were knowers of
truth and those who expounded Brahman.

10-11. *All people will worship well-reputed persons, offering
them rich presents. Who will help the helpless ones—Brahmanas
without learning, those disabled ones without limbs and the poor
ones? Hence they deserve sympathy.’ Thinking thus he, of his own
accord, offered some (wealth) to undeserving persons (without the
concurrence of his preceptor).

12-15. On account of this great sin the king became a Cataka
bird in the course of three births, a vulture in one birth, and a dog
in the course of seven births. Afterwards he was born as a house-
lizard in the abode of a king of Mithila named Srutakirti. O king,
he sustained himself by feeding on insects. That evil-minded one
remained thus in the loft of the inner apartment for eighty-seven
years.

1. The story of King Hemanga illustrates how free offer of water in Vaisakha is
superior to all other gifts, Yajilas etc. and refusal to do it leads to terrible punishment.
Neither PE nor Mbh record any such king. The names may be imaginary but they
emphasize the importance of gifts of water.
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Once an excellent sage named Srutadeva, well-versed in the
Vedas, came to the abode of the king of Videha at midtay.

16-17. On seeing him the king was highly delighted. He got up
promptly and adored him with Madhuparka and other things of-
fered by way of reception. He sprinkled over his own head the
water with which he washed his feet. As good luck would have it,
the house-lizard too was sprinkled with a few drops.

18. Immediately the lizard could remember (previous births).
Having remembered the previous Karmas, it became exceedingly
distressed. It cried and prayed, “Save me, save me” to the Brahmana
who had come to that abode.

19-20. The Brahmana was surprised on hearing the sound of a
being of lower stratum. He asked: “O lizard, where are you crying
from? What Karma has brought you to this condition? Are you a
Deva, an ordinary man, a king or a Brahmana? Tell me who you
are, O highly blessed one. To-day I shall redeem you.”

21-28a. On being asked thus the king spoke to Srutadeva of
great intellect: “I am born of the race of lksvaku. I was an expert
in the Vedas and scriptural texts. I had gifted away as many cows
as there are particles in the earth or as there are drops of water (in
seas etc.) or as there are stars in the sky. All the Yajias were
performed by me. I performed acts of public utility such as dig-
ging lakes, wells etc. Charitable gifts were given and the rites due
for the month of Vai§akha were performed. Still I have fallen in
this miserable state to suffer instead of (being rewarded with) a
higher status. Three times I was born as a Cataka bird and once as
a vulture. Previously, O Brahmana, birth as a dog had been gone
through by me seven times. As this king sprinkled himself with the
water after washing your feet, some drops fell on me accidentally.
Thereby I have been reminded of the previous births. All the sins
of mine have been dispelled. I have yet to take twenty-eight births
as a house-lizard. They appear to have been ordained by fate. I am
extremely afraid of the same. I do not see any reason therefor.
Explain to me fully.”

28b-31. On being told thus that sage saw everything with his
vision of perfect knowledge and said: “Listen, O king. I shall tell
you the reason for your birth in the lower species of beings. Water
was not offered by you in the month of Vaisakha, of which Lord
Visnu is fond. Since water is easily available, you decided that it
was worthless. Due to your ignorance even ifi summer season
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water was not offered by you to wayfarers and Brahmanas. Fur-
ther, you made charitable gifts to undeserving persons, ignoring
deserving ones. Oblations are never offered on ash after leaving
aside blazing fire.

32-33. A tree may have different colours. It may possess sweet
fragrance etc. But if it is overgrown with thorns, no one adores it.
Among excellent trees ASvattha has attained the status of one
worthy of being resorted to. Is an egg-plant worshipped after set-
ting aside a Tulast plant?

34. Helplessness is no criterion for worship. Those helpless
persons such as lame and disabled ones are merely to be pitied.

35. Those who strictly adhere to penance, those who possess
perfect knowledge, those who are experts in the Vedas and scrip-
tures are like Visnu incarnate. They should be worshipped always
and never the others.

36. There too, those Brahmanas who are endowed with per-
fect knowledge are always great favourites of Visnu. O king, Visnu
too is always loved by persons having perfect knowledge. Hence a
man with knowledge is worthy of being adored. He is remembered
as the greatest among those who are worthy of being worshipped.

37. Contempt of persons of excellent conduct leads to misery
both here and hereafter. Service rendered to great men is the cause
of achievement of the aims of life.

38. Even if crores of blind people (join together), they will
not be able to see things as they really exist. In the same manner
even an association of ten thousands of dull-witted persons cannot
be fruitful in any manner.

39. Tirthas are not mere waters; the deities are not mere clay
or stone. As for good men, they sanctify merely by their sight but
only after lapse of a great deal of time.

40. Those who are well trained by them do not become dis-
tressed, thanks to the service rendered to good men, just as the
persons nourished with nectar are not afflicted with births, deaths,
old age etc.

41. O scion of the family of Iksvaku, water was not offered by
you, nor were good men served. Therefore, this misfortune (birth
in a low species) has befalien you.

42. For the purpose of quelling the evil and attaining peace, I
shall give you all the merit acquired by me through the holy rites
performed by me in Vai$akha. Thereby you will get rid of all the
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evil fruits of the past, present and future Karmas.”

43-46. After saying this and ceremoniously sipping water he
donated the excellent merit. When (the merit of) the holy bath
taken in the course of a day was gifted away by the Brahmana, that
king had all his sins quelled. He cast off the body of the house-
lizard. He had divine garlands, garments and ornaments. Even as
all the living beings were watching, he stood with palms joined in
reverence within the mansion of the king of Mithila. He circumambu-
lated them and bowed down to them. On being permitted by them
the king got into a divine aerial chariot. Eulogized by the immor-
tal ones he went to heaven.

47. There without any lethargy (lustily) he enjoyed great plea-
sures for ten thousand years. The great lord himself was reborn in
the lksvaku-race as Kakutstha.'

48. That great lord was a part of Visnu. He was a friend of
Devendra. He protected the entire earth consisting of seven conti-
nents. He was a patron of Brahmanas and was honoured by good
people.

49. Enlightened by Vasistha, he performed all the fine rites
prescribed for (to be performed in) Vai§akha. Thereby he got rid
of all the inauspiciousness and evils.

50-52. After attaining divine knowledge he obtained salvation
in the form of Sayujya with Visnu. Hence Vai$akha is auspicious.
If the rites are petformed by all men, Vaisakha bestows longevity,
fame and affluence. It is destructive of masses of great sins. It is
the cause of the achievement of all aims of life. Visnu becomes
pleased hereby.

In the month of Vaisakha, during vernal season great holy rites
are to be performed by all men of the four castes as well as four

stages of life.

. Kikutstha: a descendant of Kakutstha. The author probably means Kakustha,
son of Sasida (and not Kakutstha), as he was ‘a friend of Indra’. VaP, 11.26.24-25
records how he helped Indra against Asuras—a feat eulogized by Kalidasa in Raghuvamsa,
VI1.71. Kakustha’s greatness is attributed to the fructification of the merit of Vaifdakha-

Vrata performed in his past birth.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
Salvation of a Pisaca (Goblin)

Narada said:

1.  On seeing that miracle the king of Mithila was very much
surprised. With palms joined in reverence, the most excellent one
among those conversant with Dharma (Virtue), spoke these words
to (the sage) who was comfortably seated.

Maithila said:

2-3. This great miracle as well as the act of a saintly man has
been witnessed. I am eager to hear in detail about that Dharma
whereby this king, a scion of the family of Iksvaku, became a
liberated soul. O learned one, I am endowed with faith. Kindly
describe it in detail.

4.  On being specifically asked thus by the king the noble-
minded Srutadeva said, “Good! Good!” and then addressed the
excellent king thus:

Srutadeva said:

5. O most excellent one among saintly kings, you are well-
resolved. You have decided well, since you are inclined to hear
about the holy rites well-liked by Vasudeva.

6.  Without merit acquired in the course of many births no
embodied being can be interested to hear anecdotes of Vasudeva.

7. (Even though) you are a young man and a king of kings,
yet, your mind is inclined like this. Therefore, I consider you a
pure Bhagavata (a devotee of the Lord), the most excellent one
among good people.

8. So I shall recount to you the holy Bhagavata rites, O
gentle Sir. By knowing (correctly understanding) these splendid
rites a living being is liberated from the bondage of births and
worldly existence.

9-10. The excellent hoiy rites of Vai§akha are like various other
rites such as those of cleanliness, holy bath, Sandhya prayer, water
libations, Sriddha, Agnihotra.

Without performing the holy rites in the month of Vaisakha in
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vernal season one cannot rise up (to heaven etc.). Among all holy
rites there is nothing on a par with Vai§akha.

I1. There are many other rites. They are like subjects without
a king, who are assailed by calamities (i.e., these rites being easily
violable yield only adverse results). There is no doubt about it.

12-21. But those laid down for being performed in Vai§akha are
easy. They are:' offering of water pot, construction of Prapas
(sheds for free distribution of water), construction of shady places
etc. (for travellers) on the way, gifts of footwear, umbrellas and
fans, gingelly seeds in honey, milk-products for the alleviation of
fatigue, erection of shelters for pedestrians, digging of wells, lakes,
tanks etc., gift of coconuts, sugarcane, camphor and musk, sweet
scents and unguents, gift of beds and cots, tasty mango fruit,
sharbat (sweet drink) made of lemon juice, gift of Damana (Arte-
misia indica) flowers, gift of treacle juice in the evening, varieties
of ccoked rice on the full-moon day and cooked rice mixed with
curds everyday, gift of betel leaves, gift of water pot on the new-
moon day of Caitra, early morning bath everyday before sunrise,
worship of Madhusidana etc., listening to the story of the Lord,
avoidance of oil bath, taking food on leaves, fanning off and on
those people who are weary, daily worship of Hari by means of
tender fragrant flowers, Naivedya, offerings of fruits and cooked
rice mixed with curds, offerings of incense and light everyday,
morsels of grass to cows, washing of the feet of Brahmanas, gift of
dried ginger mixed with jaggery, gift of powdered Emblic officinalis,
shelter to wayfarers and gift of rice and vegetables. These are the
holy rites praised and recommended for the month of Vaisakha
which is liked by Madhava.

22. Offering flowers to Visnu, worshipping Hari by means of
sprouts etc. peculair to the season, and offering cooked rice as
Naivedya is the cause of the destruction of all the masses of sins.

23. O noble-souled one, if a woman does not worship Madhava
either in a temple or in her house with the flowers growing in that
season, she will never obtain a son or happiness anywhere. She
will end the life of her husband or of herself.

24-26. In order to test the bridge of Dharma of the subjects in
the month of Vai§akha Visnu goes to their abodes accompanied by

1. VV 12-21 enumerate the various Vratas to be performed i Vaisiakha.
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Rama, Devas and the sages. If at that time any stupid fellow does
not worship him with flowers, he is a deluded soul. He falls into
the Raurava hell. Afterwards he is reborn in the wombs of demonesses
five times.

In this (month) cooked rice and drinking water should be given
always to those who are afflicted with hunger. It is the cause of
sustaining the vital airs.

By not giving drinking water he is reborn as a creature of lower
species. By not giving cooked rice he is reborn as an evil spirit. |
shall tell you a strange experience that I had in connection with
non-gifting of cooked rice or food.

27-28. My father was born as an evil spirit on the banks of
Reva.! He ate his own flesh when he became utterly exhausted
with hunger and thirst. Due to lack of food he became too weak to
move about. He was staying at the root of a silk cotton tree devoid
of any shade. On account of excessive hunger and thirst and due to
his past Karma the opening of the food pipe in his throat was very
small. Pieces of flesh sticking to his throat gave him a lot of pain
threatening his very life.

29-32a. By chance, on my way to Ganga, I reached the bank of
that river. He looked upon the cool water of a well as well as of a
lake like Kalakiita poison. At the root of the Salmali tree I wit-
nessed the surprising thing of his eating his own flesh cutting it bit
by bit and lamenting in diverse ways. He was afflicted with hun-
ger, thirst and sickness on account of his own Karmas.

I pitied him but on seeing me, that spirit of sinful activities
rushed at me to kill. He was restrained on account of my splendour.
He began to run away. With my mind melting with pity I told him:
“Do not be afraid. [ have given you freedom from fear. O dear
one, who are you? Tell me immediately the reason for this. I shall
set you free from this difficult situation. Do not be distressed.”

32b-40. On being told thus, he said to me without knowing that
I was his son: “Formerly I was in the city named Bhuvara (‘most
excellent on the earth’) in the land of Anarta (Northern Gujarat).
My name was Maitra. I belonged to the Sankrti Gotra. I regularly
performed penance, Yajias. charitable gifts etc. and I was learned
too. All scriptures were learnt and taught by me. I took my holy

I. VV 27-44 describe the story how a Brahmana Srutadeva redeemed his own
father from the state of Pidaca.



26 Skanda Purana

baths in all the Tirthas. Out of greediness food was not given by
me in the month of Vaisakha; not even alms were given at that
time. | now bemoan my lot after being born a Pisaca (Evil Spirit).
There is no other cause. Oh! | have told you the truth. Now my son
named Srutadeva is in my house. He is very famous. My plight
should be reported to that son of mine: ‘Your father has become a
Pisaca for not giving food in the month of Vaisakha. He was seen
on the banks of Narmada. He has not gone up (to heaven). He is
still at the root of the tree. He eats his own flesh and laments over
it. For the sake of liberating your father you must take early
morning bath in the month of Vaisakha. After worshipping Visnu
and offering water libations to me (your father) sincerely, cooked
food should be given to an excellent Brahmana possessing good
qualities. He shall then be liberated and go to the region of Vispu.” ”

He further said, **Speak this to him; he shall have mercy on me.
There 1s no doubt about it. Let there be welfare in every respect.
Let there be auspiciousness in your case.”

On hearing the speech of my father, I became miserable. Exces-
sively agitated, I prostrated before him at his feet for a long time.
With tears in my eyes and cursing myself I said: “O my father, I
am your son. I have come here by chance. Since my manes have
not been liberated from distress, I have fallen off from my duties.
I deserve the censure of Brahmanas. Tell me. What is that holy
rite whereby you will be liberated? O eminent Brahmana, I shall
perform it.”

41-42. Then he whose mind was completely satisfied told me:
“After performing your pilgrimage you should return home quickly.
At the advent of the month when the Sun is in Aries, you should
offer excellent cooked food as Naivedya to Visnu. O noble-souled
one, make some charitable gift to an excellent Brahmana. Thereby
the whole family shall attain salvation.”

On being commanded by my father, I completed my pilgrimage
and returned home. I made gift of food in the month of Vaisakha.

43-44. Hence my father was liberated. He came to me and
blessed me. Seated in an aerial chariot he went to the world of the
Lord of Sri—the world that cannot be easily seen and from which
those who have gone there once do not return.

Thus the charitable gift that has been enjoined in all the scrip-
tures has been recounted to you. It is the essence of all Dharmas.

It is highly virtuous.
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What else do you wish to hear? Tell me. On hearing it 1 shall
tell you everything. This is the truth.

CHAPTER EIGHT
Daksa’s Yajria; Parvati’s Birth etc.

Maithila said:

1-5. O Brdahmana, since he did not offer water, the descendant
of Iksvaku was reborn as a Cataka three times. Afterwards he
became a house-lizard in my abode.

Indeed this conforms to his Karma. He deserved it, since he did
not do his duty. It was said (by you) that he was born as a vulture
once and as a dog seven times. This appears to be improper to me.
Good people were not injured or censured by him nor were piti-
ably helpless persons. Since he did not resort (to good people) he
may certainly not have had the benefit thereof. Indeed his act did
not amount to harassing others, because he had not caused harm to
them.

How then was he born in a lower womb without any (genuine)
cause? [ am your disciple and a favourite as well. Dispel this
doubt of mine.

6. On being asked thus by the king, Srutadeva of great re-
nown exclaimed “Good! Good!” and spoke these words:

Srutadeva said:

7-11. O sinless king, 1 shall tell you what has been asked by
you. The same was recounted to Parvati by Siva on the spotless
(pure) peak of Kailasa.

After creating all these worlds, he evolved two ways of suste-
nance for them, viz. Aihiki (pertaining to this world), and Amusmiki
(pertaining to the other world).

Each of the two ways of sustenance has three factors. The
Aihiki (this-worldly) consists of service through water, service
through cooked food and service through medicine. Whatever these
are, O highly fortunate one, they are the causes of sustenance in

this world.
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In the same manner, O king, three factors have been pro-
claimed in the Sruti, viz. service to good people, service to Visnu
and service to the path of virtue (Dharma). If these are acquired
earlier (by anyone) they are the causes (of happiness) in the other
world.

12.  Just as the food prepared and got ready at the house serves
one’s purpose during the journey on the way, so also the Aihiki
(this-worldly) causes serve their purposes immediately.

13. But, if something desirable and desired by the pious people
becomes unbearable for any reason whatsoever, O king, it causes
harm and injury.

14. Is it to be specially mentioned then as to what is displeas-
ing to them? It is clear that it will cause misery. In this context
they cite this ancient anecdote as an illustration.

15-22. It causes the destruction of sins. It is exceedingly won-
derful. It causes horripilation to those who listen.

Formerly Daksa, the patriarch, got himself initiated for Yajna.'
He went to the silver mountain (Kailasa) in order to invite the
Lord of goblins (i.e. Siva). Sarhbhu with a desire for his (Daksa’s)
own welfare did not get up on seeing him. (He thought thus:) ‘I am
the sire of all immortal ones. I am eternal and am approachable
only through the Vedas. These leading Suras including Indra and
Candra (Moon) are my servants who offer tribute to me. A master
should not get up (on seeing) a servant; the husband should not get
up for his wife; the preceptor should not get up for his disciple.
This is the opinion of those who are conversant with the scrip-
tures. Sruti lays down this also that an alliance (by way of mar-
riage) is no cause for seniority at all. He whose strength, knowl-
edge, power of penance and calmness are greater, shall be the
senior to the others. The lower ones shall be the servants. If the
master and other (seniors) get up on seeing the servants and oth-
ers, out of excess of affection, the longevity, wealth, fame and
progeny of those people perish immediately. I, therefore, shall not
stand up as my father-in-law is dear to me.’ Thinking thus with the
welfare (of Daksa) in view, the Lord did not move at all from his
seat. The Prajdpati became furious on seeing that Mrda (Siva) did

1. The story of the destruction of Daksa's sacrifice after the self-immolation of
his daughter (and Siva’s spouse) Sati, is told practically in every Purina. Here the
bias is towards the importance of Vaiéikha-Vratas. (See Mbh, Santi, Chs. 283, 284;
also PE 193 for other references.)
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not rise up (from his seat).

23-30. In front of the Lord of the Daughter of the Mountain, he

censured him in many ways: ‘‘Alas, the haughtiness! Alas, the
haughtiness of the unlettered indigent fellow! An old bull reduced
to mere skin is his asset, wealth; that is why he holds the skull
bone. He is approachable to heretics. How can fortune grant him
auspiciousness as he is proud for nothing! In this world the knowers
understand pious acts only through their performance.
_ This poor fellow who is afflicted with chillness, wears the sa-
cred hide of elephant. His abode is cremation ground and his
ornaments, they say, are serpents. He has neither courage nor
knowledge. Both of them had fled from him who is on a par with
a wolf. He is always in close intimacy and association with gob-
lins, ghosts, evil spirits and other vicious beings. Nothing is heard
about his ancestry. He is not honoured by good people. Formerly I
was wrongly led to believe in him by the vicious-minded Narada.
Urged by him I had given my daughter Sati to him. She too has
become one following a separate Dharma. Let her stay happily in
his house. Neither this fellow nor my daughter are to be approved
of in any respect like the pot of a potter that has reached the hands
of a Candala.”

31. Thus Daksa of deluded soul did not invite Uma or Siva.
He scolded him in various ways and went home silently.

32. Thereafter, he went to the sacrificial chamber continuing
to censure the great Lord. In the company of Rtviks and sages he
performed the Yajia as per (sacrificial) procedure.

33. Excepting Brahma and Visnu, all the Devas arrived there.
Siddhas, Caranas and Gandharvas, Yaksas, Raksasas and Kinnaras
too came there.

34. At that time, Sati, the gentle and meritorious lady, was
tempted due to her womanish fickleness. She became eager to
witness the festival and meet the kinsmen who had assembled
there.

35. Though she was prevented by Rudra, though she had been
dishonoured and insulted (by her father), she decided to go due to
the fickle nature of a woman.

36-38. (She was prevented by Siva thus:) “O lady of excellent
complexion, he censures me in the open assembly always. It is
unbearable. On hearing it, it is true, you will forsake your own
body. Though it is unbearable, I too have to bear it because 1 wish
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to keep up the house (my family life?). O gentle lady, you are
doing as I have done. Hence do not go to the sacrificial *hall.
Certainly nothing auspicious will befall you.” Though urged thus,
the goddess did not give up he:. fickleness.

39. Sati set out from the house alone on foot. On seeing her
the Bull silently bore the goddess on his back.

40. Crores of groups of goblins followed Sati then. After go-
ing to the sacrificial chamber, she went at the outset to the apart-
ments set apart for ladies.

41. (Everyone) kept quite on seeing Sati. With mental distress
she set out from there. Recalling her husband’s words, she went to
the northern Altar.

42. On seeing her, her father and those who had assembled
there stood silent without giving any blessing to her. She watched
her father’s performance of sacrifice till the time for Ahuti to
Rudra. When her father proceeded dropping Rudra, she said with
her eyes full of tears:

The goddess said:

43-47. Transgressing and insulting the great ones is not gener-
ally conducive to the welfare of persons. Rudra is the maker of the
worlds. He is the administrator of the worlds. He is the immutable
Lord of all. Still how is it that the Havis is not given to Rudra?
Why? Why don’t the others who have come here expose your evil
intentions? Noble-souled ones do not behave thus. Is fate adverse

to these?

As she spoke thus, Lord Pisan began to laugh. Bhrgu whose
auspiciousness had been destroyed, began to stir his moustache
and beard. Others stroked their arms, legs, thighs and sides. Her
unfortunate father censured her in various ways.

48-51. On hearing it, the wife of Rudra became extremely furi-
ous in her mind. In order to perform expiation for having heard it,
SatT immolated her body in the sacrificial fire in the middle of the
Altar, even as everyone stood looking on. There was a great hue
and cry. The Pramathas ran immediately and reported all the de-
tails to the Lord of Devas.

On hearing it Rudra stood up suddenly. He became comparable
to Kala, the annihilator of the world. He plucked up his matted
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hair with his hand and dashed it against the floor. Therefrom arose
the exceedingly powerful Virabhadra of huge body with a thou-
sand arms. He assumed the refulgence of Kaila, the annihilator (of
the universe).

52-55. With palms joined in reverence he spoke to Hara then:
“Employ me in the task for which I have been created.” On being
told thus, the infuriated Dhirjati (Siva) spoke to Virabhadra who
stood in front of him: “Do kill Daksa who has censured me and on
account of whom my beloved wife killed herself. Let the groups of
goblins and spirits of great strength go along with this (Virabhadra).”

On being commanded thus by the Lord, they all went to the
sacrificial assembly. They struck all those great heroic Devas.
Asuras, human beings and others.

56. Virabhadra who was born of the matted hair, broke the
teeth of Pusan who had laughed. He uprooted the moustache of the
vicious-minded Bhrgu.

57. The powerful Virabhadra cut off the different limbs that
had been stroked before. He exerted himself much in order to
remove the head of Daksa.

58. As his head had been well-protected by the Mantras of the
sages, it could not be cut off with force. Knowing it Hara himself
came there and cut off the head of the wicked one.

59. After killing those who had come for the sacrifice, he
went to his own abode along with his followers. Some who sur-
vived the slaughter, went and sought refuge in Brahma.

60-61. Accompanied by them Brahma went to Kailasa, the abode
of Siva. With diverse kinds of words he pacified Rudra. The great
Lord went along with him to the sacrificial chamber and resusci-
tated all those who had come to the sacrifice.

62. Then Siva gave Khyiti the goat-head of Daksa(?). The
goat-beard he gave to the noble-souled Bhrgu.

63. He did not give back the teeth to Pisan but made him able
to eat flour without teeth. Siva straightened some of his limbs that
had been distorted.

64-70. All of them attained welfare. The Yajna of the noble-
souled one was begun again as before by Brahma and Siva. At the
end of the Yajiia, all the Devas went to their respective abodes.
Rudra adopted a very severe vow of celibacy and performed a
great penance. Rudra performed the great penance at the root of a
Punnaga tree (Calophyllum inophyllum) on the banks of Ganga.
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The chaste goddess Sati, the daughter of Daksa, abandoned her
body and was born again as the daughter of Mena and Himalaya.
She grew up in his abode.

At this time the great Asura named Taraka propitiated Brahma
Paramesthin by means of severe penance. He chose the boon that
he could not be killed by Devas, Asuras, human beings and ser-
pents with weapons and all groups of missiles of great strength.
Excepting a son of Rudra, the Daitya could not be killed by any-
one. Such was the boon that Brahma, the grandfather of the worlds,
granted him saying “So be it”, because Rudra had (then) no son
and no wife too.

71. Receiving the boon, the demon went back to his abode
and began to harass the worlds. For the work of cleansing the floor
etc. in his abode Devas became his servants and Deva women were
his servant maids.

72. Then Devas who were harassed by him sought refuge in
Brahma. On hearing about their misery described by them, Vedhas
(Brahma) said this to Suras:

73-75. “O Suras, at the time of granting the boon I have given
the wicked one the boon that he could not be killed by anyone
except a son of Rudra. Formerly Sati, the wife of Rudra, aban-
doned her body in the sacrifice. She was reborn as the daughter of
Himalaya. She is known as Parvati. Rudra is engaged in a severe
penance on the top of Himalaya. Unite Rudra, the Lord of the
worlds, with Parvati.”

76-77. Again, in the abode of Devendra, the Lord of Devas, the
chastiser of Paka had consultations with the leading Devas who
had assembled there along with Dhisana (Brhaspati). For the sake
of his task he remembered Narada and Smara. They came there
and the enemy of Bala (i.e. Indra) spoke these words to him:'

78-81. “Kindly go to Himavan and enlighten him with your
words: ‘Your daughter was formerly Sati, the daughter of Daksa
and wife of Hara. Separated from him, she is engaged in penance
on your peak along with ten girl companions. Mrda is also en-
gaged in penance on your peak. Employ his beloved one in the
service of Mrda. She will become definitely his wife. He alone
will be her husband.” ”

1. The story of burning of Kama, the god of Love, is another popular story told
in Purinas. Bringing together Siva and Pirvati and shooting his arrow at him by
Kama was a clever plan though unfortunately it was not successful.
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On being directed by Indra thus, Narada approached the Moun-
tain and did everything as directed by Devendra. Afterwards Indra
called Kama and spoke this to him:

82-84. “For the sake of the welfare of Devas and for the good of
Mrda too you go to the penance grove of Rudra accompanied by
Vasanta (Spring Season). Manifest the features of Vasanta that
cause flutter of love in the heart. When Goddess Parvati is near
Mrda, discharge your arrows and allure the great Lord (to her).
When their union takes place our task shall become immediately
fulfilled.”

85. On being commanded thus, Smara said, “So will it be”
and immediately set off. He went to that forest along with Rati,
Vasanta and his entire retinue.

86-89. By means of his power, he created an untimely spring
season throughout that beautiful forest, served by a gentle breeze.

Once the Lord of Devas was delighted with Parvati’s service.
He took her on his lap and began to speak to her something. Smara
decided that it was the time for the Lord’s union with his beloved
wife. He took up his beautiful and delitate bow and stood behind
Hara. Making a tree as his screen (to hide himself behind) he
discharged an arrow. He fitted a second one too and exerted him-
self to discharge it.

90. Becoming agitated in his mind, Mrda began to think, ‘My
mind will not waver thus at all. By whom has it been defiled?’

91-92. Worried thus, he turned and saw Kama at his side. With
great fury he opened his eye on the forehead and kept the goddess
away from his lap. From his eye a blazing fire issued forth terrify-
ing al the worlds. By it Manmatha was burned immediately along
with his bow.

93-94. Observing the fulfilment (?) of their task and suspecting
punishment to themselves, Devas, Vasanta and Rati fled to heaven.

The goddess became frightened. She closed her eyes and ran far
off. In order to avoid the presence of a woman, Mrda vanished
from the scene.

95. Indra who was desirous of doing something pleasing to
Rudra and at the same time what was conducive to his good,
attained unfortunate result. One should expect the worse in the
case of one who does something very displeasing!

96-99. Hence the descendant of Iksvaku, the dull-witted one,
who was always unfavourable to saintly persons, did not perform
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the rite of serving good people which would have been conducive
to his own welfare.

Great misery was experienced by him and further he was born
in a lower stratum of beings. Hence one should render service to
good people, which accomplishes all purposes.

Since he did something displeasing to Rudra, Smara experi-
enced misery very much in his next birth (though he was) a great
lord.

Those who listen day and night to this meritorious legend shall
undoubtedly be liberated from births, deaths, old age etc.

CHAPTER NINE

The Birth of Kumara*

Maithila said:

1-2a. O holy Sir, how was Kama who had been burned born again?
What was the misery that he experienced as a result of his Karma, i.e.
offending Rudra. O Brahmana, recount this to me. I have great eagerness
to hear.

Srutadeva said.

2b-4. [ shall narrate to you the birth of Kumara, which, when listened
to, is destructive of sins. It is conducive to fame and virtue. It grants sons
and is destructive of all ailments.

When Kima was killed by Saribhu, his wife named Rati fainted on
seeing her husband reduced to ash in front of herself. Within a Muhirta
she regained consciousness and lamented in various ways.

5-6. Due to her pitiable lamentation the forest too became equally
miserable. She desired to cast off her body in the funeral pyre (of her lord).
She remembered Madhava (Spring), her husband’s companion, in order
to get the necessary work carried out. That great lord came in order to
arrange for the funeral pyre on behalf of the wife of the hero.

7. Onseeing his friend he became alarmed for a short while and was

* The birth of Karttikeya after the marriage of Siva and Parvati 1s a favourite
theme of all Purana-writers His birth is also the theme of Kilidisa's epic called

Kumarasambhava.
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about to swoon. He then consoled Rati with many kinds of words of
pacification.

8-9. ‘O gentle lady, I am like a son unto you. When I am present, it
does notbehove you to cast off your body which is the means of achieving
Dharma.” In spite of these and other words of pacification in diverse
ways, she did not feel inclined to remain alive, though Rati was restrained
by him (Vasanta). On seeing her firm decision, Vasanta arranged the
funeral pyre on the banks of the river.

10-14. She took her plunge in the celestial river (i.e. Ganga) and
performed all the obsequies. She controlled all the sense-organs and
concentrated her mind in the soul. She got ready to step on to the funeral
pyre. Then an unembodied voice was heard: ‘O auspicious lady devoted
to your husband, do not enter fire. Your husband will be reborn twice,
once from Hara and later again from Visnu in the formof a Yadava. There,
in the latter case he will be born as Pradyumna, the son of Maha-Visnu
Krsnaand Rukmini. Due to the curse of Brahma you will stay in the abode
of Sarhbara. You will become united with your husband named
Pradyumna.”

After saying this, the ethereal speech ceased.

15.  On hearing that voice she who had decided to die, gave up her
resolve.

When Kama was killed by Hara while acting on their behalf, Devas too
came there.

16. On observing Rati’s act Suras led by Guru (Jupiter), Indra and
Fire made that chaste lady desist from it by means of great boons.

17. *‘Though he is Ananga (bodyless, having been reduced to ash)
he shall become Sarnga (possessing a body) and though dead he shall be
visualized.” Thus they made her refrain from (committing suicide) and
advised her about her righteous duties.

18-21. ‘“In the previous Kalpa he was a king named Sundara; he was
a great lord. You alone were his wife then but caused a confused
intermingling of Rajoguna (rajahsarkarakarini?). That was why this
plight befell you. Perform expiatory rites now. In the month of Vaisdkha
take early morning bath in Ganga.'! Worship the Slayer of Madhu and
listen to the divine narrative. O beautiful lady, begin the Vrata named
Asunyasayana® (‘non-vacant bed’). By means of this pious act and

I. This is how Vaiéakha-Vratas are brought in this episode both in place and out
of place.

2. Afanya-Savana-Vrata: A Vaisnava Vrata to be observed on the 2nd day of the
dark half of Srivana (for details see Matsva Purdna. Ch 67). It confers perpetual

conjugal happiness.
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through the Vrata of the Vaisakha month you will certainly regain your
husband. There is no doubt about this.”

22-23. After granting her boons like these Devas went back in the
manner they had come. That gentle lady, the chaste wife of Kama, after
surmounting the difficulty took her holy plunge in Ganga when the Sun
was in Aries. The noble-minded lady performed the Vrata of Asiunyasavana
also.

24-27. By the power of that meritorious deed Kama was immediately
visualized by her, O greatking. Kama whose power was irresistible in the
world was a king in the previous Kalpa. He was devoted to holy rites. But
he did not perform the great holy rites laid down for the month of
Vaisakha. Therefore, Smara met with the destruction of his body, though
he was the son of the Supreme Soul. If the month of Vaisakha when the
Sunis in Aries is spent in vain, such is the plight of Devas even,; still more
so in the case of human beings.

Afterwards, when the Three-eyed Lord vanished, the Daughter of
Mountain became desperate.

28. Onseeing her bewildered and sitting quiet, Mountain Himavan
became agitated, embraced her with his pair of arms and took her to his
abode.

29-31. Observing the handsome features, liberal-mindedness and
other qualities of the noble-souled Hara (the Daughter of Mountain)
decided: ‘‘He alone shall be my husband.”' Her mind was fixed to him.
Observing holy rites, she came to the banks of Ganga in order to perform
penance, although she was prevented from it by her father, mother and
other kinsmen. The goddess observed fast and kept matted hair and began
to worship the great Linga. At the end of a thousand years according to
the divine reckoning Mahe$vara appeared before her.

32-34. The Lord assumed the form of a religious student and came to
the entrance of the hut (one day) in the evening. By means of different
kinds of words (of discussions) he knew the steadfastness of the mind of
Parvati, which was fixed on him. The great Lord said, ‘‘O gentle lady,
choose an excellent boon.” That lady of excelient countenance requested
Rudra, “‘You be my husband.” After granting the same boon, he
remembered the Seven Sages. They came and stood before him with

palms joined in reverence.

1. The story of Parvati's performance of penance for Siva, Siva's interview with
her, proposal of marriage to Himilaya, the marriage-ceremony of Stva-Parvati have
been favourite topics of Purdanas and classical poets.
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35-39. The Lord directed the Sages to request Himalaya on his behalf
for the hand of his daughter. Commanded thus by the Lord they proceeded
towards the abode of Himavan for the sake of his daughter. They travelled
by air brightening the ten quarters and reached the abode of Himavan. The
Mountain welcomed all the Seven Sages, the most excellent ones among
the knowers of Brahman. He duly worshipped all of them. When they
were comfortably seated he addressed them: “I am blessed. (I feel) Ihave
fulfilled all my tasks since you people have come to my abode. I consider
your arrival as the beneficial fruit of my birth. Noble-souled men who
have realized all their objectives have not left anything for us to do. Still,
recount to me what is to be done by me now.” On being told thus they said
to Himavan, the great Mountain:

40-43. “O Lord of Mountains, certainly a statement befitting
yourself has been made by you. We shall mention the object of our
arrival for your own prosperity. Your daughter named Parvati was
formerly the daughter of Daksa, Sati (by name). After abandoning
her body in the Yajna, she is reborn as your daughter. In all the
three worlds none else but Sambhu is competent to marry her.
That goddess must be given (in marriage) to Sambhu by you, if
you wish for infinite benefit. In the course of thousands of your
previous births good and meritorious deeds were performed by
you. Fortunately now they have fructified.”

44-47. On hearing their words the great Mountain became highly
delighted in his mind. He spoke these words again: **Wearing bark
garments and observing fast my daughter is engaged in a very
severe penance on the banks of Ganga. She is desirous of getting
Sambhu as her husband. Hence this (proposal) will be liked by her.
My daughter has been (already) given to that noble-souled Three-
eyed Lord. O holy Sirs, kindly go quickly to the place where
Sambhu, the great Lord, is present. Report to him, ‘Accept (the
daughter) lovingly offered by Himavan’. Let yourselves alone
perform this marital rite.”

48-52. On being told thus by Himavan they took leave of him
and went to Siva. All the ladies including Laksmi and all the
Devas including Visnu, the six Mothers (viz. Brahmi, Kaumari,
Vaisnavi, Varahi, Indrani, Camunda) went to witness the ceremony.
Accompanied by all the groups of immortal ones, the sages and
the Mothers and the groups of Pramathas, Siva set out seated on
his bull. There were various musical instruments such as Bheris,
Mrdangas, conchshells, trumpets, Pataha drums etc. Bards recited
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poems. Sags chanted Vedic Mantras.* Thus Siva entered the city
of Himalaya. In an auspicious Muhiirta (auspicious hour) and in a
splendid Lagna the Mountain celebrated the marriage with ex-
tremely delighted mind. O king, all the living beings in the three
worlds were overjoyed.

53. When the festivities were over, Sankara, the benefactor of
the worlds, sported with the goddess as he pleased. He followed
the ways of the world.

54-55. Sankara had his sports in many places, e.g. in the luxu-
rious, well-furnished abode of Himalaya, comparable to the abode
of Devendra, on the banks of Nandini and in the clusters of woods
at night.

He sported in a park reverberating with the sounds of birds,
peacocks and inebriated bees. The Lord thus sported as he pleased
for a period of thousands of years according to divine reckoning.

56-59. At that time, O exccllent king, women had not yet been
granted boons by Indra. Hence subsequent intercourse with men
caused miscarriage in women who had conceived earlier. Since
Hara sported everyday, the goddess did not conceive at all.' Since
no son could be begot by the Lord, Devas became worried. All of
them joined together and consulted one another. “Hara, the Su-
preme Lord, is always attached to the goddess like a lustful one.
Our task will not be fulfilled because of frequent miscarriage.
Something should be done by us to prevent subsequent intercourse.”

60. After discussing thus together, they began to seek (an
expert for their job). Having decided that Agni (Fire-god) was the
proper one, they spoke to him with due deference:

61-64. **O Agni, you are the mouth of Devas, you are our
kinsman and resort. Now itself you go to that place where Hara
sports about. At the end of the intercourse show yourself up so
that there will be no further intercourse. On seeing you the god-
dess will shy away and will certainly go away from that place.

At the end of the intercourse be his disciple and ask the De-
stroyer of Smara about some point. Under the pretext of asking
questions about various things see that a great deal of time is

* Auspicious Mantras like svasti na indro etc. of Punyahavacana and others ex-
pressive of blessings.

I. This is why Agni was deputed to disturb the sexual intercourse of Siva-
Parvati. Unfortunately the plan flopped and Agni became pregnant. The story of
transfer of foetus seems an explanation of why Skanda had six heads (Sadanana).
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taken, O lord. After the lapse of much time the goddess will
deliver Kumara.”

On being requested thus by Devas, Agni said ‘*Yes” and went
to Hara.

65-69. Even before the discharge of the semen virile in the
middle of the intercourse itself, Agni went there. On seeing him
the goddess who had no clothes on became ashamed and went
away dejected, leaving off the sexual dalliance in a hurry. There-
upon Rudra became infuriated. He said to Agni, “Take this, O
sinful and vicious one, my discharged and unbearable semen vir-
ile. There has been an interruption during the intercourse due to
your presence. Hence, O Havyavahana (‘Bearer of oblations’), I
am discharging the semen virile into your mouth.”’

After saying this, Hara released the semen virile into the mouth
of Agni. Fire-god held that immensely powerful semen virile within
his belly. He began to be burned thereby. Worried with this thought,
he went to the abode of Devas. It was with very great difficulty
that he could save his own life. He recounted it to the Devas.

70-72. On hearing what was said by Agni, the Devas experi-
enced both delight and dejection. They were delighted because the
semen virile had become established (into Fire-god). They were
dejected because they did not know how to effect the delivery (of
the child). The semen virile of Sarmbhu within the belly of Agni
grew up and ten months passed by. He did not know the means of
delivering the child. Hence he became excessively unhappy. He
sought refuge in the Devas for the release of the foetus.

73-75. Accompanied by Agni, those Devas went to the famous
Ganga. By means of eulogies and prayers they earnestly requested
Ganga : “You are the mother of all Devas. You alone are the
sovereign of all the worlds. On behalf of Devas, O gentle lady,
hold the semen virile of Sarmbhu. The foetus grows and develops.
But since Agni is not a woman, there has not been the delivery of
the child. Hence redeem him as well as all of us. Take pity (on
us).”

76. On being requested thus, the goddess spoke: “Let it be
s0.”

The Devas imparted the Mantra for the release of the foetus.

77-80. Thanks (to the efficacy) of that Mantra, Fire-god left off
the refulgent semen virile of Sambhu into Ganga, the semen virile
that was highly unbearable to all the worlds. She held it for a few
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months but could not continue beyond that on account of its great
power. Her waters became dried up and her body became red-
dened. The goddess became exceedingly miserable. But thanks to
the power of chastity, (Ganga) the sole sanctifier of all the worlds
cast off the foetus within her into a cluster of Sara reeds. It was
highly blazing all round. It split into six due to the Sara reeds.

81-84. Urged by Brahma, the six Krttikas came there. They
unified the foetus of Sarmbhu that had been split into six among
the rceds. They made it one person with a single body but six
faces. The Krttikas who had been commanded by Brahma, did so
perfectly well.

That body in the form of a man with six faces remained among
the reeds unprotected for a long time.

Once Parvati and Parame$§vara who were desirous of going to
Srisaila riding on the Bull came to that spot.'

85-91. At that time milk began to ooze out suddenly from the
breasts of Goddess Parvati. She became surprised and spoke to
Rudra, “Why did the milk issue forth from the breasts? Tell me the
cause thereof, O soul of the universe.”

On being asked thus Hara said: “Listen, O gentle lady, I shall
tell you. Your son is present below. I had not discharged my
semen virile into you. Before that Agni came there. On seeing him
you became ashamed and went away to another place. In great
fury the immensely powerful semen virile was discharged by me
into the mouth of Agni. With the favour of Devas Fire-god cast it
into Ganga. She herself became burned and so Ganga discharged it
among the reeds. There it split into six and was unified and stabi-
lized by the Mothers. It took the shape of a man. It was on seeing
him that your breasts oozed out milk. He should be protected. He
has great vigour. In exploits he is on a par with Visnu. This alone
appears to be your bosom-born son certainly. Hence take him
quickly. You will become famous through him.”

92. On being commanded thus by Sambhu, she held that child
immediately on her lap. The goddess then fed the child at her
breasts.

93-94. Enchanted by the Lord, the goddess had tender emotion
for the son. Then the son of Sankara went to Kailasa along with
the Lord. The goddess attained great pleasure and satisfaction in

}. This explains the reunion of mother (Parvati) and the child Sadanana.
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fondling her son. Thus the mysterious and miraculous birth of
Kumara has been described to you.

95-99. He who always listens to this birth of Kumara, of great
auspiciousness, undoubtedly obtains increase in the number of
sons and grandsons. At his birth even Hara had to experience great
sorrow. One who has listened to the holy rites of VaiSakha lov-
ingly,' shall become matchless. So Vai§akha rites are destructive
of all the masses of sins. It is meritorious. It yields life-long
conjugal felicity. It brings about all riches. By its power even the
unembodied god of Love (Kama) became Sarnga (endowed with all
limbs). If one spends the Vai§akha month without holy bath or
charitable gifts, there shall be a series of miseries even if he
performed all other holy rites. If only this one is performed, all
Dharmas shall be conducive to welfare.

CHAPTER TEN

Glorification of the Gift of Umbrellas:
The Story of Hemakanta

Muithila said :

1-2. O Brahmana, describe in detail the procedure of ASunya-
fayanavrata that was advised by Devas and performed by the wife
of Kama. What is the charitable gift thereof? What is the proce-
dure? How is the worship to be performed? What is the benefit
thereof? Describe this, O Brahmana. I am very eager to hear.

Srutadeva said:

3. Listen once again. I shall recount the Vrata that is named
Asunyasayana that is destructive of all sins and that was recounted
by Hari to Rama.?

4, If that Vrata is performed, the Lord of Devas having the
lustre of cloud, the Lord of the universe, the destroyer of all

I. Vai$dkha-Vratas have a tenuous relation with the birth of Sadanana

2. VV 3-30 describe the details of the A§anva-Savana-Vrata whereby a man or a
woman 1s never separated from his/her spouse. Some of the details are a bit different
from those described in MtP.
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masses of sins, the husband of Laksmi, becomes pleased.

5. If a person does not perform this Vrata, O king, that is
destructive of sins and continues to lead the life of a househo'lder,
that shall be fruitless unto him.

6-11. On the second day in the bright half of the month of
Sravana, O king, this excellent Vrata named A§anyasayana should
be taken up.

When the four months (of the rainy season) have arrived, men
should regularly eat only the Havisya (food). O lord, the Parana
should be completed in the course of the four months. Janardana,
the Lord of the universe, should be worshipped along with Laksmi.
When the day of Parana arrives, four types of foodstuffs should be
given as present to a Brahmana having a large family.

The Lord’s idol should be beautiful and made of gold or silver.
The Lord shall be clad in yellow garments and adorned with syl-
van garlands. The idol should be exquisitely made. The devotee
should worship Purusottama with sweet-smelling white flowers.
The worship should be accompanied by gifts of beds, garments,
feeding of Brahmanas, feeding of couples and monetary gifts.

[2. After worshipping Janardana during the four months thus,
the devotee should worship Hari as before, in the months begin-
ning with Margasirsa.

13. He should meditate on Hari, red in complexion, and ac-
companied by Rukmini. Thus he should worship the Lord during
four months beginning with Caitra.

14-15. Then he should devoutly worship the Lord stationed
along with Bhami (Earth), the Lord devoid of sins and eulogized
by Sanandana and other sages. He should conclude the worship on
the second day in the month of Asidha. He should perform the
Homa in the auspicious fire with the eight-syllabled Mantra (om
namo narayanaya).

16. In the Parana of the months beginning with Margasirsa, O
king, the devotee should perform Homa with Visnu-Gayatri.' Note
the procedure for the months beginning with Caitra.

17-19. He should perform Homa in the auspicious fire, with
Paurusa (Sikta) Mantra (RV X.90). (The Naivedyas) should be

I Visnu-Gayatri Mantra: om ndravandva vidmahe, vasudevava dhimahi/ tanno
visnuh pracodavat//
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Pancamrta, milk pudding and sweet pie cooked in ghee. The mate-
rials are to be given in this order. Note (the procedure) for the (gift
of) idols. He should (in the beginning) give a golden idol of
Laksmi-Narayana. He should give a golden image of Krsna, the
Supreme Atman, in the middle. He should give a silver idol of the
noble-souled Varaha in the end.

20-21. He should then feed Brahmanas with the names begin-
ning with Kesava. After honouring them with pairs of clothes and
ornaments in accordance with his financial position, he should
adore them and offer sweet pies cooked in ghee as presents. He
should offer these to twelve Brahmanas.

22-25a. Then he should give the image fashioned in advance to
the preceptor. The bed as planned before should be complete and
embellished with all ornaments. The great deity Laksmi-Narayana
should be duly worshipped on it. That should be given to an
excellent Brahmana, a Vaispava with a large family, along with a
bell-metal vessel and many sweet pies. The present should be
made along with garments and ornaments as well as monetary
gifts. He should duly worship other Brahmanas too and feed them.

The Mantra for the gift: '

25b-26. “Just as your bed, O Janardana, is not devoid of Laksmt,
so also, O KeS$ava, let my bed too be not vacant by the merit of
this charitable gift.”’

After requesting the Lord of Devas thus, he should take his food
himself.

27-30. This Vrata can be performed by a man, a chaste woman
or a widow. This excellent Vrata should be performed for the sake
of A§unyasayana (‘non-vacant bed’ i.e. life-long partnership of the
spouse).

Thus, O excellent king, the Vrara has been recounted (o you in
detail. When Jagannatha is delighted, there shall be different kinds
of progeny; when the Lord of Devas 1s pleased, those inaccessible
to even Devas (can be acquired). Hence, by all means, one should
perform this Vrata. It should be necessarily performed by one who

1. Cf. the Dana-mantra occurring in MtP:
laksmvya na sunvam varada varha te Savanam sada /
savva mamapvasunvastu tathaiva madhusadana //
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is desirous of going to the great region of Visnu. Thus everything
has been described by me. What else do you wish to hear?

31-33. On being told thus by him the saintly king requested the
sage once again: ‘‘Describe in detail the greatness of the gift of
umbrellas in the month of Vai§akha. I am not satiated by listening
to the holy rites mentioned for the month of Vaisakha. They are
conducive to auspiciousness.’’

On hearing these words of his that bring about fame and in-
crease merit, Srutadeva of great fame replied to (the king) of great

fortune.

Srutadeva said:'

34-35. Infinite is the merit of those persons who offer protec-
tion from sunshine to noble-souled men heated by the sun.

In this context they cite this traditional legend of yore pertain-
ing to the holy rites of Vai§akha.This is the incident that happened
formerly in Krtayuga.

36. Formerly there was an intelligent king in Vangadesa, well-
known as Hemakanta. He was the son of KuSaketu. He was the
most excellent one among those who bore weapons. Once, as he
was much interested in hunting, he entered a deep forest.

37. There he killed different kinds of animals such as boars
etc. At the time of midday he became completely exhausted. He
went to hermitages of sages.

38. At that time the sages of good holy rites named Satarcins
were engaged in meditation. They were not at all aware of any-
thing that was going on outside.

39. On seeing those Brahmanas motionless, the king became
furious and was inclined to kill them. At that time ten thousand
disciples restrained the king.

40. "“O evil-minded one, listen to our words. Our preceptors
are engaged in meditation. They do not know anything that hap-
pens outside. Hence it does not behove you to be angry.’”

41. Thereupon. excited with fury he spoke these words to the
disciples: ‘‘O Brahmanas, | am exhausted in my journey. Treat me

with hospitality.”’

I. VV 34.83 describe the story of prince Hemakanta to explain the efficacy of
the donation of umbrellas 1n Vaidakha.
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42-43. On being told thus by the king, the disciples said to the
king: ‘‘We have not been directed by our preceptors, O king.
Further, we eat what we get by way of alms. We are dependent on
our preceptors. How are we competent to entertain you?'’ (Thus)
refused by the disciples, the king took up his bow in order to kill
them.

44-48. ‘These have been saved by me in various ways from
dangers due to animals, robbers etc. Now they who were given
monetary gifts by me, try to teach me. These are ungrateful and
excessively proud. They are (like) murderous assailants. Even if ]
kill them, there is no harm.’

Infuriated thus, he began to discharge arrows from his bow.
When they fled, he chased them. Thus he killed three hundred
disciples.

In their fright, they left the hermitage and fled away quickly.
When the disciples were driven away, the evil-minded soldiers
seized the various articles stocked in the hermitage forcibly and
ate them up. In this they were encouraged by the king himself.

49-50. Thereafter the king returned to the city by the end of the
day accompanied by his army.

On hearing about the action of his son, Ku§aketu reproached his
son very strongly. As he was devoid of patience and unsuitable to
the kingdom, the king banished him from the city as well as from
his land itself, O king.

51-55. Banished by his father, king Hemakanta became exces-
sively bewildered. He entered the thick forest and was very much
afflicted by Hatyas (‘Sins of Slaughter’).

He stayed for a long time in the deep forest devoid of men. He
followed the practice of hunters and maintained himself. He could
not permanently stay anywhere because he was (hotly) pursued by
the Hatyas continuously. Thus the vicious one passed twenty-eight
years.

(Once) A great sage named Trita came to that forest in the
course of his pilgrimage. It was the month of Vaisakha and the
time was midday with the sun blazing furiously.

As he went along, he was oppressed by the sun’s heat and was
extremely afflicted with thirst. He fell into a swoon in a place
where there was no tree at all.

56. As good luck would have it, King Hemakanta saw the
great sage named Trita. Being overwhelmed with fatigue, he had
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swooned. He was much distressed due to thirst. The base king took
pity on him. .

57. He made an umbrella with leaves of Palasa tree (Butea
frondosa) and warded off the sunshine by holding it above the
head of the sage. He gave him some water kept in a gourd.

58-63. By this service the sage regained his consciouness. He
held the umbrella made of leaves which was handed over to him
by that Ksatriya. Thereby he recovered from fatigue. He went to a
certain village and got back the regular functioning of the sense-
organs.

On account of the power of that meritorious deed the three
hundred Brahmahatyas perished instantaneously. He became a noble-
souled one.

Thereupon Hemakanta, the mighty warrior, became surprised.
‘T have been afflicted in various ways. Where have those Brahmahatyas
gone? How have they gone? Have they been dispelled by anyone?
What is the cause thereof?’

He was thinking in this manner about his relief from Brahmahatyas.
Even as the king stood thus ignorant of the cause thereof, the
messengers of Yama came there in order to take away this high-
souled Hemakanta who was staying in the forest. They made him
sick with dysentery in order to take away the life of this noble-
souled one.

64-72. Agitated due to the deathpangs, he saw three beings who
were terrible with hair on their heads standing up erect. They were
the messengers of Yama instilling fear in him.

Thinking about his (evil) deeds, the king remained silent then.
As a result of the charitable gift of an umbrella. O king, he was
reminded of Visnu.

Recollected by him, Mahavisnu said to his minister Visvaksena:
““You go quickly and restrain the- messengers of Yama. Protect
Hemakinta who was engaged in the holy rite pertaining to Vai$akha.
Go to his city and hand over this devotee of mine free from sins to
his father. Enlighten Ku$aketu through these words uttered by me:
‘Whether one is devoid of all Dharmas, or bereft of celibacy etc.,
if he is engaged in Vai§akha Dharmas, he shall undoubtedly be my
favourite. Though your son has committed grave offences, he was
engaged in saving the sage. Since he has made a gift of an um-
brella in the month of Vai$akha, he is rid of his sins. There is no
doubt about it. By the power of that meritorious deed he has
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become Santa (quiescent), Danta (self-controlled) and Cirayusa
(long-lived). He is endowed with the qualities of heroism, liberal-
mindedness etc. and is on a par with you in good qualities. Hence
establish this powerful prince in the administration of the king-
dom.” Command, that excellent king that he has been directed thus
by Visnu. Leave Hemakanta with his father and come back to
me.
73-74. On being ordered thus by the Lord, Visvaksena, the
mighty one, came near Hemakanta and restrained the messengers
of Yama. With his propitious hand he touched the limbs of the
king. By the power of the contact with the devotee of the Lord, he
became rid of all ailments in an instant.

75-78a. Visvaksena went to his city along with him. On seeing
him, Kusaketu, the great lord, became surprised. He bowed down
his head devoutly and prostrated flat on the ground. He took the
attendant of the Supreme Being into his abode. He eulogized him
with different kinds of prayers. He adored him with his great
affluence. Delighted with him Visvaksena, the mighty one, told
him everything that had been previously spoken to him by Visnu
in regard to Hemakanta.

78b-81a. On hearing it, Kusaketu installed his son in the king-
dom. Permitted by Visvaksena, he entered the forest along with
his wife.

After taking leave of Hemakanta with due deference Visvaksena
went to Svetadvipa. The intelligent and noble-minded Visvaksena
returned to the side of Visnu.

King Hemakanta thereafter performed all the holy rites pertain-
ing to Vaisakha causing auspiciousness and pleasing to Visnu. He
performed those holy rites every year.

81b-83. He was a favourite patron of Brahmanas, strictly ad-
hered to the path of virtue. He was quiescent. He subjugated all
the sense-organs and the mind. He was merciful to all living be-
ings. He was initiated in all Yajnas. He flourished with all afflu-
ence. He was surrounded by sons, grandsons etc. After enjoying
all worldly pleasures he attained the world of Visnu.

84. 1 do not see any other holy rite on a par with those per-
taining to Vaisakha. Effort in this regard is pleasant. They are the
cause of plentiful merit. They are like fire unto the fuel of sins.
They are easily accessible. They are the giver of all aims of life
beginning with Dharma and ending with Moksa.

9
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

The Anecdote of King Kirtiman

Maithila said:

1. The holy rites pertaining to Vaisakha are easily accomplishable.
They bring about abundance of merits. They directly cause delight
to Visnu and are the means of realizing the great aims of life.

2.  Why are they not well-known in the world in spite of their
being eternal and laid down in the Srutis, though many Dharmas of
Rajasa and Tamasa nature are very well-known?

3-4. They (i.e. the latter) are very difficult to perform and they
involve a lot of effort. They require great expenditure. Some people
praise the month of Magha. Others praise the four months (of
rainy season). They extol in vartous ways the Dharmas of Vyatipata
etc. I am desirous of hearing about the distinction of these cases.
Explain it in detail to me.

Srutadeva said:

5. Listen, O king, I shall recount why these are not popular.
[ shall explain how the other rites are well-known in the world.

6-8. There are many people in the world of Rajasa and Tamasa
types (nature). They are lustful. They wish for worldly pleasures,
sons, grandsons, riches etc. Somewhere and somehow you may
find with great difficulty some people who may endeavour for
heaven. Hence they perform good holy rites such as Yajna etc.
with great effort. No man seeks and strives for salvation (Moksa).
People with petty hopes and desires go in for desired benefits and
engage themselves in great many holy rites.

9.  Therefore, the Dharmas of Rajasa and Tamasa types have
become popular and well-known and not these Dharmas of Sattvika
nature, (though) they are pleasing to Hari.

10. These Dharmas of Niskama (desireless) type are (certainly)
the bestowers of worldly pleasures and heavenly benefits too. But
the foolish people deluded by the Maya of the Lord do not know
that.

11-12. When one attains lordship, one’s desires are entirely
realized. If one succumbs to temptations, one is deprived of the

lordship. .
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I shall tell the reason for keeping this a secret in the world
scrupulously, in regard to the Dharmas pertaining to Vai§akha.
They are of the Sattvika type and are intended for men of Sattvika
type here.

13-15. Formerly there was an emperor in Kasi well-known as
Kirtiman. He was an ornament unto the family of Iksvaku. He was
an illustrious son of Nrga.!' He had conquered anger as well as the
sense-organs. He was a patron of Brahmanas. He was the most
excellent one among all kings.

Once he was engaged in hunting and he came to the hermitage
of Vasistha. The month was Vai§akha, fierce on account of the
oppressive heat (of the sun). While proceeding ahead, he saw on
the way the disciples of that noble-souled sage constantly engaged
in various activities.

16-20. In some places they were setting up Prapas (free-water
stalls) and shady pavilions. Some were engaged in repairing tanks
by stopping the breaches in the embankments. In other places,
they were engaged in fanning some persons comfortably seated at
the foot of trees. Some were seen offering sugarcane stumps in
some places, sweet scents in some other places, and fruits in still
other places. At midday they made the gifts of umbrellas and of
Panaka (sweet drinks) in the evening. In some places they offered
betel-leaves and in some camphor ointments for the eyes. Some
were seen spreading smooth sands in shady places in the forest and
in the well-swept courtyards. O king, some were seen tying up
swings suspended from branches of trees. (When) he asked them,
““Who are you?’’, they replied, ‘‘We are Vasisthas (i.e. disciples
of Vasistha).”’

21-23. ‘“*“What is this?’’ (‘‘What are you doing?’’), He asked.
They told the excellent king, ‘‘These are the holy rites laid down
for the month of Vai§akha. They are the means of attaining the
aims of life. These rites are being performed by us scrupulously at
the bidding of Vasistha.”’

The king then asked, ‘‘What is the benefit that men attain by
performing these? Who is pleased (thereby)? Say this in detail in
the manner you have heard.’’

1. Nrga was the younger brether of Iksviku. He was famous for performance of
sacrifices and charity (Mbh, Van 88.5-6;, Anufdsana 76.23). He was cursed to be a
chameleon and was redeemed by Krsna (Mbh, Anusasana 70. 2-28). But no son
called Kirtimian is attributed to him in Mbh and BhP.
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On being asked thus by the king, they replied to him:

24-27. *“We are carrying out the orders of our preceptor. We
perform the various holy rites on the path. Hence we have no time
(to spare). You would better ask our preceptor in a befitting man-
ner. That sage of great renown understands these Dharmas thor-
oughly and correctly.’”” On being replied thus by the disciples of
Vasistha, the king quickly proceeded to the meritorious hermitage
of Vasistha well-known for imparting knowledge of various sci-
ences and Yoga.

On seeing the king coming, Vasistha became pleased in his
mind. He duly entertained the noble-souled king along with his
retinue. After receiving the hospitality and having seated himself
comfortably, the delighted king asked that preceptor:

The king said:

28-33a. On the way a great, wonderfully auspicious thing was
observed by me. It was the splendid work performed by your
disciples. I asked them about the auspicious rites which were
being performed by them. Nothing was explained by them. They
said, ‘“We do not have sufficient leisure to explain these holy rites
(adequately). We have to carry out the work as directed by our
preceptor. You would better ask our preceptor.’’

When this was said by them, I have approached you. Since I am
engaged in hunting, I have become tired. Desirous of some hospi-
tality (I halted here). There this meritorious work performed by
your disciples was seen by me on the way. O eminent sage, | have
a great desire to know more of these holy rites. You are the first
(sage) and inasmuch as you perform all the holy rites from the
beginning, O eminent sage, explain them in detail to me. I am
desirous of hearing about them. I am your humble disciple and I
have faith (in these rites).

33b-36a. On being asked thus by the king belonging to the
dynasty of Iksvaku, the sage of great reputation was very much
pleased in his mind to note that he had been properly asked by him
then. (He said) ‘‘O king, your intellect is well employed and well
trained. Since your mind is enthusiastically interested in the talk
about Visnu and the performance of holy rites pertaining to him,
your merit has come to fruition.’’ After remarking thus with great
delight, he spoke to the king thus: -
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36b-41a. ‘‘Listen, O king, I shall speak what I have been asked
by you now. By listening to that, one is liberated from all sins.
Granting that a person abandons all (other) holy rites and is com-
pletely engrossed in sensual pleasures, if he is engaged in the holy
bath during the month of Vai§akha, he becomes a favourite of
Visnu. Even if a person performs all other holy rites along with
their ancillaries but Vai§akha is not duly honoured by means of
holy bath, charitable gifts, worships and other meritorious deeds,
Hari is far way from him.

If VaiSakha is passed without taking the holy bath and making
charitable gifts, he becomes a Candala through this omission. There
is no doubt about this.

If Hari is propitiated by means of the great holy rites laid down
for the month of Vai§akha, he becomes satisfied and grants what-
ever is desired.

41b-45. The Lord of the universe, the Consort of Laksmi is the
destroyer of the entire mass of sins. He is pleased with the subtlest
of holy rites and not with gross (physical) efforts or expenses in
terms of money. If he is devoutly worshipped, Visnu grants what-
ever is desired.

Hence, O king, devotion to Visnu should always be practised.
Even if he is adored with water, Hari, the Lord of the universe,
dispels all pain and strain. He becomes satisfied like a thirsty man
with water.

Even a great Karma may yield only a small benefit. Even a
small Karma may yield a great benefit. The greatness or smallness
of the Karma is not the cause of the greatness or smallness of the
benefit (accrued). But the nature of the Karma (is the cause). The
way of Karma is inscrutable.'

46. These holy rites prescribed for the month of Vai§akha can
be performed with very little effort. They are auspicious and pleasing
to Visnu. They prevent increase in expenses.

47. Hence, O king, you too perform the holy rites laid down
for the month of Vais§akha. Make all the people in your kingdom
perform these auspicious rites.

48. The base one who does not perform the holy rites laid
down for Vai$akha should be rebuked in various ways, O king. (If

1. The discussion in vv 41b-45 indicates that though Vratas in Vai¢dkha appear
easy, they are great in their efficacy.
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he does not perform even then) he should be punished by you."’

49. Thus (the sage) clearly explained to him the necessity of
performing those holy rites by expounding the scriptural texts.
Afterwards he described to him the nature, procedure etc. of the
Vaisakha holy rites completely.

50. After hearing everything about all the rites, he devoutly
revered the preceptor. The king thereafter returned to his abode
and performed all the rites.

51. O king, he was a great devotee of KeSava, the unsullied
Lord of Devas. The king did not see (i.e. worship) anyone other
than Visnu (Padmanabha), the Lord of Devas.

52-55. A great Bheri-drum was placed on an elephant and this
was proclaimed throughout his kingdom through soldiers:' ‘‘If any-
one over the age of eight years and under eighty does not take
early morning bath when the Sun is in Aries, all those people will
be liable to be punished by me. They may be executed or banished
from the kingdom surely. Even if it is (my) father or son or wife or
an intimate friend, if he shuns (the performance of the holy rites in
Vaisakha), he should be bound over by me like a robber. After
taking the holy bath in the splendid water, gifts should be made
over to eminent Brahmanas. O sinless ones, perform other holy
rites too, such as establishing Prapas etc. in accordance with your
capacity.”’

56. He appointed a Brahmana expounder of holy rites in every
village. He appointed a special officer for every five villages.

57-60. That officer was entrusted with the duty of punishing
those who had forsaken their Dharmas. He had at his disposal ten
horses (i.e. ten soldiers from the cavalry).

The tree of Dharma and pious activity thus planted everywhere
at the bidding of the emperor flourished in every land profusely.
All those men who died in the realm of that king, went to Hari’s
abode, O excellent king.

O excellent king, even those who go to Hari’s abode (temple)
accidentally, go to Hari’s abode (Vaikuntha) after death. Certainly
the world of Visnu is attained by men quickly. One who takes a
bath but once in the morning under some pretext when the Sun is
in Aries, shall be rid of all sins and go to the great region of
Visnu.

1. VV 52-58 show the king’'s efforts to popularize (even by compulsion) the
Vai§ikha Vratas, '
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61-64. By taking the holy bath in Vaisakha even once one does
not go to the world of Yama. O king, at that time the son of the
Sun-god (i.e. Yama) had nothing to record. Then Citragupta got
complete rest from his writing and accounting (of Karmas etc.).
The previous records about the sins of people were erased quickly
in a moment by the people who went to the world of Visnu for
their own (good) Karmas.

All the Narakas (Hells) became empty as they were devoid of
sinful creatures. By the power of VaiS§akha the path (to hell) be-
came devoid of all traffic. All people became free from impurities
and of brilliant form and went to the region of Hari.

65-68. All the abodes of the heaven-dwellers became empty
similarly. When the heaven became empty, when all the Narakas
too became void, Narada went to Dharmaraja and spoke thus: ‘‘O
king, no usual lamentation is heard in Naraka; nothing is being
written about the evil-doers. Citragupta is observing a vow of
silence like a sage. Tell me the reason, O king, why men of evil
actions, great imposters and tricksters do not come to your abode.’’

69. When these words were spoken by the noble-souled Narada,
the king, the son of Vivasvan (i.e. Yama) said thus somewhat
helplessly:

70. ‘‘O Narada, the king who is ruling the earth now, is a
great devotee of Hrsike$a, the ancient excellent Purusa.

71-73. He enlightens the people in the holy rites of Vai§akha by
means of Bheri sound: ‘He who is over eight years and under
eighty and who does not perform holy rites of Vai§akha will be
undoubtedly punished by me.” Because they are so afraid, there-
fore all the people never transgress. By means of that Karma, O
Narada, they go to the abode of Visnu. People will go to the abode
of Hari by resorting to holy rites of Vaisakha.

74-78. The path to my place has been destroyed by that king
now, O excellent sage. All the Narakas have been evacuated. So
also the worlds of heaven-dwellers. The accountant Citragupta has
taken rest. What has been already written has been now erased by
people. The greatness of the holy rites of the month of Vaisakha is
of such (efficacy), O sage. O Brahmana, people have been rid of
the sins like that of slaughter of Brahmanas. By performing their
duties in the month of Vai§akha, they go to the great region of
Vispu. I have now become a mere log of wood (unable to punish
or bless people). I shall fight with him and kill him (though) he is
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very mighty in every respect. The (servant) who does not carry out
the tasks of his master, who remains inactive but who yet receives
his wages, certainly goes to Naraka.

79. If he is indestructible by a Deva, I will go to Brahma,
intimate to him everything and afterwards will be free from worry.”

80-86. After saying this he took leave of the Brahmana. Kila
lifted up his terrible staff, rode on his buffalo and went to the earth
along with his followers.!' He was surrounded by his excessively
fierce attendants like Mrtyu, Roga, Jara etc. and the messengers
numbering fifty crores. He immediately besieged the entire capital
of that saintly king. He then blew his exceedingly fierce conch
that instilled fear in all the worlds.

On hearing it, that saintly king knew that it was Yama, the son
of Vivasvan. He got ready with all preparations and angrily set out
from the city.

The fight between those two was terrifying and caused bair
stand on end. Within a trice that saintly king subdued Mrtyu, Kila,
Roga, Yama and Dutapati. He routed them in great anger. There-
upon the infuriated king Yama himself approached him and fought
with him with many arrows. He roared like a lion. With three
arrows the king cut off his bow.

87-91. Taking up his sword and shield, Yama came down to kill
him. On seeing him, the king became furious. He cut off the sword
and the shield and planted in his forehead an arrow that had the
lustre of a black serpent. On being struck by it Yama became
furious and took up his staff. He charged it with the Mantra of a
Brahma missile and discharged it towards him (the king). The
onlookers shrieked ‘‘Alas!’’ At that time, for the sake of the pro-
tection of his own devotee, Visnu hurled his Discus. The Discus
hurled by Visnu came to the battleground, quickly clashed with
the staff of Yama and checked that Brahma missile. The devotee
of the Lord (i.e. the king) became frightened and immediately
eulogized the Discus.

92-94. ‘O Thousand-spoked (Discus), the ornament of the hands
of Visnu, obeisance to you. Formerly you were held by Hari for

1. Conquest of the god of Death (Yama) and his torturous realms (Narakas) is
looked upon as the highest efficacy of a Vrata. It is attributed to Ekidasi in NP and
to Vaifakha-Vratas here. It is a device of popularizing a Vrata, used here in vv 52 to
the end of the Chapter and Chapters 12 and 13 later. Y
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the sake of protecting all the worlds. I beg of you today to protect
Yama, the highly powerful devotee of Visnu. You alone are the
deity of death unto men who are inimical to Devas. No one else.
Hence, O lord of the universe, be merciful. Protect this Yama.’’

95. The Discus that was eulogized by the king thus left Yama
and came near the king, O great king, even as the Devas stood
watching in the firmament.

96-100. Then Yama who was exceedingly dejected went to the
abode of God Brahma.! There he saw the Grandfather of all the
worlds seated, surrounded by embodied and unembodied beings.
He is the support of Dhruva, the seed (creator) of the universe. He
was attended upon by all the Devas, the Guardians of the Worlds
and Lords of the Quarters, Itihasas, Puranas and other (sacred
texts) assuming the bodies of Devas, oceans, rivers and lakes in
embodied forms, all the trees such as A§vattha etc. having physi-
cal bodies, tanks, wells and lakes as well as mountains with physi-
cal forms, the units of time such as days, nights, fortnights, months,
years, Kalas, Kasthas, Nimesas, seasons, Ayanas (transits of the
Sun) and Yugas.

101-103. He was surrounded by Samkalpas (resolve), Vikalpas
(doubts), winkings and openings of the eyes, stars, Yogas, Karanas
(astrological positions), full moons, declinings and wanings of the
moon, happiness, misery, fears, profits, losses, victories, defeats,
Sattva, Rajas, and Tamas, Santa (calm), Midha (deluded), Atipraudha
(mature), the effects of Prakrti, Vayu (Wind-god), the lord of
Devas, phlegm, bile and others.

104-110a.  In the middle of all these, Yama entered like a
bashful bride. He was glancing at the floor and he exhibited a pale
face. On seeing Yama entering and standing nearby along with his
followers, all those beings became surprised. They said to one
another:

‘‘Why has Yama come here? Why has he come here to see Lord
Brahma, the creator of the worlds? This son of Ravi never remains
inactive even for a moment. Why has he come? Are the Heaven-
dwellers hale and happy? This is the greatest wonder that his
scroll is without any writing. The writer also has come with him.

1. VV 96-103 describe the assembly of God Brahma. It is supposed to be at-
tended by even impersonal principles in their embodied forms.
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He is also exceedingly dejected. His scroll is never kept without
any writing (clean) because he is afraid of Dharma. What has
never been seen or heard is present now.’’

Even as those beings were commenting thus, Yama, the chas-
tiser of living beings, the son of Sun-god, fell on the ground in
front of Brahma like a tree uprooted. He cried, “Save me, save
me!”’

110b-112. **O Lord of Devas, I have been humiliated. My scroll
has been rendered clean (without writing). O Lotus-seated One,
when you are the Lord, I have never seen hitherto any defeat or
failure.”’

After saying this, O excellent king, he became motionless. Thereupon
a tumultuous sound arose in the assembly.

113-117. ‘“*Yama, the son of Vivasvan, who makes all mortals,
mobile and immobile beings sad, is himself miserable now and he
cries. Why does he cry? He who distresses people shall ere long
meet with mishaps and calamities. A man who commits evil deeds
does not gain auspiciousness.”” Then Wind-god prevented them
from talking. Brahma took note of the opinion of all those beings
present there. Warding off the other people, Wind-god lifted up
Yama slowly with his brawny arms as stout as Sala trees. The
liberal-minded Wind-god made him occupy his seat as he was
utterly agitated and thoroughly helpless. Then Wind-god asked
Yama as he sat on his seat:

118-120. ‘‘By whom have you been attacked? By whom have
you been prevented from your office. O lord, by whom was this
scroll wiped off? Tell me everything. What for have you come? O
dear one, he who is the Lord of all is your maker and my maker
too. Whence is this misery in your heart?’’ On being asked thus by
Wind-god, Yama told him the truth and said these words. On
seeing the face of the son of Ku$aketu his words were choked. He

was greatly agitated.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

Yama’'s Lamentation

Yama said:

1-2 Listen to my words, O Grandfather (Brahma). I have been
ignored and deprived (of my job), I take the transgression of my
office as worse than death. If an employee does not do his duty, O
Lotus-seated One, and if he appropriates the money of his master,
he shall become a worm in a log of wood.

3. An intelligent man who, out of greed, misappropriates the
wealth (of the master), is reborn, O Lord of the earth, as a lower
animal and falls into hell (where he remains) for a period of three
hundred Kalpas.

4. If (the empioyee) is disinterested in his work and does not
carry it out properly, O Lotus-born One, he suffers (the tortures of)
terrible hells. The man is reborn then as a crow.

5. He who is devoted to his own selfish ends and spoils the
work of his master, is a sinning soul. He is reborn as a domestic
mouse and continues thus for three hundred Kalpas.

6. The employee who is capable of doing his work but (does
not do it) and stays behind in his house is reborn as a cat.

7. O Lord, I keep the subjects under discipline on the basis
of justice at your bidding—the meritorious through merit and the
sinful through sinful act.

8.  The sages equipped with (the knowledge of) Dharma Sastras
(Ethical Texts) discussed and thought in detail at the beginning of
the Kalpa. They decided the tortures to be meted out by me (by
way of punishment).

9. I belong to you. Still I am not able to carry out your
behest. Your decree on the earth has been broken by King Kirtiman.

10. I am afraid of him, O Lord of the universe. He is staying
somewhere ruling the oceangirt earth with the help of holy rites of
Vaisakha.

11-13. People have abandoned all holy rites; they do not wor-
ship the ancestors; they have discarded holy service to the sacred
fire; they do not perform such holy rites as pilgrimage to the
Tirthas; they have abandoned both the paths, i.e., that of Karma
and that of knowledge; they have ceased to practice control of the
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vital breath; they refrain from performing Homas and study of
Vedas and they commit many sins. Still, they go to the world of
Visnu by performing the holy rites of VaiSakha. Those men go
there along with their fathers and grandfathers.

14-19. Not only that. All the dead forefathers, parents of the
forefathers, their maternal grandfathers and their fathers and oth-
ers go (to Visnuloka).

They take along with them many others too including the ances-
tors of their mothers. There is a further headache, a further misery,
O Lord.

The fathers of their beloved ones too go (to Visnu’s world) after
wiping off my record (of their Karma). A son born of the seed of
the forefathers held in her womb by a maid servant, O lord (also
goes to Visnu’s world).

One does an act and the same one enjoys its fruit. But this rule
is broken. One who knows everything, a person who has become
omniscient in a family, redeems more than twenty-six generations
of both the sides (that of the father and that of the mother). This is
more than enough, O Lord. O dear one, all those born of their
beloved ones, go to the highest region of Visnu. I have nothing to
do with this type of job and service.

20. One who is engaged in the holy rites of Vai§akha leaves
me behind and goes to Hari. He becomes highly refulgent after
ridding himself of all sins. He uplifts and redeems twenty-one
generations of his family.

21. He leaves off my path and goes to Hari’s abode. O Lord,
no man obtains that goal by means of performing Yajias.

22. One who is equipped with (the merits of) all the Tirthas,
charitable gifts etc., austerities, holy Vratas and entire range of
pious and devout activities does not obtain that goal.

23. By dying in Prayaga, or in the middle of fighting in a
battlefield or by falling off the precipice (Bhrgupatana) or at Kas$i,
people do not attain that goal which is attained by one strictly
adhering to the holy rites of VaiSakha.

24. By taking the early morning bath, by worshipping the
Lord, by listening to the narrative called “The Greatness of the
Month”, and by performing the requisite holy rites pertaining to
Visnu, one shall become the sole lord of the world of Visnu.

25. 1 consider the world of Visnu, the Lord of the universe,
limitless, O Lotus-seated One, because it is not yet filled up com-
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pletely though flooded with crores and crores of people.

26-27. (Defective Text partially) By the entire abode of Madhava
the Grandfather (is ignored). Those who perform forbidden rites,
those who perform only what is laid down (in the Vedas), the pure
ones, the impure ones—all these perform the duties pertaining to
Vaisakha and they go to the world (of Visnu) at the behest of the
king who is our great enemy and more so of yours in particular.

28-31a. This king is to be curbed by you, O Lord of the worlds.
Abandoning all other holy rites but by taking the Vai§akha holy
bath only once cultured people go to the abode of Hari, to Vaikuntha.
If this king whose sole resort is the feet of Visnu is neglected by
us, he will take the entire world (to Vaikuntha). There is no doubt
about it. This staff and record of Karmas is placed at your feet.
The matchless guardianship of the worlds has been acquired by
that king.

31b-35a. Of what avail is a child that is born causing pain to the
mother, if it does not cause the downfall of the enemy (terribly
hot) like the Sun in the month of Jyestha? If a young woman gives
birth to a worthless child, or has a wicked son, her fame does not
spread like the lightning of the cloud.

If a child does not redeem the forefathers from sin through his
learning or strength, he, delivered on the earth, is only a disease
affecting the belly of his mother.

If a son behaves perversely in regard to the pursuit of virtue,
wealth and love, that son is called a slayer of his mother by good
men. He is the meanest of all men.

35b-38. The mother of this king and the wife of this king have
become well-known in the world through their holy rites. There is
only one woman in the world who has given birth to a real hero.
There is no doubt about it (his being the hero) as this (king)
Kirtiman is born for wiping off my records.

O Lord, this has never (before) been attempted by any Ksatriya.
Wiping off of the records is never heard of in the Purdnas, O Lord
of the worlds.

Excepting that king who is devoted to Hari, I do not know
anyone else, O Lord of the chiefs of the worlds, who encourages
others through proclamations by beating Pataha drums and ob-
structs the path to my place.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Yama is Consoled

Brahma said:

1-2. What is the miracle seen by you? Why do you feel exces-
sively sad? Distress caused to saintly people will cause trouble to
one till one’s death.

Merely by uttering (the name of Hari) the greatest region is
attained. Won't the people then go to the world of Hari at the
bidding of the king?'

3. One obeisance offered to Govinda is on a par with the
valedictory bath after a hundred horse-sacrifices. A person who
performs a sacrifice undergoes rebirth, but obeisance offered to
Hari prevents further birth.

4. Of what avail is Kuruksetra and of what use is Sarasvati to
him, if the two syllables HA and RI are present at the tip of his
tongue?

5. A Brahmna might have had sexual intercourse with a Candala
woman, particularly when she is having her monthly course. Even
then, if he remembers Visnu at the time of death, he will attain his
(Visnu’s) region.

6. Since, remembering him is liked by Visnu, one attains
Sayujya with Visnu in spite of a mass of sins produced as a result
of eating forbidden food.

7.  Such is the month named Vai§akha as Visnu is fond of it,
O Yama. Even by listening to the holy rites thereof one is liber-
ated from all sins.

8. Then, does it need to be particularly mentioned that one
who is devoted to the performance of holy rites goes (to the world
of Visnu)? When one sings about (the greatness of Vai§akha rites),
Purusottama becomes pleased.

9. How then does a person who is devoted to the perfor-
mance of holy rites not attain salvation? The Lord of the worlds,
Purusottama, is our progenitor.

10. This (king) performs these holy rites in the month of Vai§akha

1. In consoling Yama in vv 2-15, God Brahma extols the glory of Visnu, his
name Ha-Ri (v 4) and the efficacy of Vaif§dkha-Vratas—the main objective of the

Purana-writer.
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which he (the Lord) likes. (Hence) Visnu is delighted with him.
He always stands by him and assists him.

11. O Yama, you are not competent to punish him or teach
him. Nothing inauspicious exists in the case of the devotees of
Vasudeva. They need not be afraid of births, deaths, old age and
sickness.

12. An employee should eagerly engage himself in the tasks
of his master to the maximum of his capacity. He should become
contented with that much. He does not fall into Narakas.

13. When the task (entrusted to him) is beyond his capacity,
the employee should inform his master. By that much the servant
becomes free from indebtedness and attains happiness.

14. Once he has intimated (to the employer), he becomes free
from indebtedness and sin. If endeavour is made in regard to his
duty, the embodied one (i.e. employee) has no offence whatsoever.

15 Therefore it does not behove you to bewail when the task
has become impossible.

16. On being told thus by Brahma, Yama became further de-
jected. With his eyes bedimmed with flowing tears he spoke these
words giving expression to his pitiable plight:

17-18a ‘O dear one, everything that I have acquired has been
obtained by means of the worship of your feet. O Lotus-born Lord,
I will not go to (my) duty once again as long as this excessively
powerful king rules this earth.

18b-21a. O Lord, I shall get that king removed from his holy
rites and then alone be contented like a son who has offered rice-
balls (to his ancestors) at Gaya. O merciful one, enable me to
attain this and fulfil my task without fail. Thereafter I shall be free
from ailments once again and shall carry out your behest.’’

On hearing what was requested by Yama, Brahma became wor-
ried once again. Consoling him in various ways, Brahma spoke to
him once again:

Brahma said:

21b-24. The king who is devoted to Visnu’s holy rites cannot be
restrained by you. If, out of anger, you wish to outwit him (wait),
we shall (first) approach Hari and intimate everything to him.
What he says thereafter, we shall carry out.

He alone is the maker of the world. He is the protector of
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Dharma. He alone is our guide, chastiser, maker and controller.

O Dharma, after he has said anything, there is nothing to say
further; there is no scope for any argument. It is not proper for us
to dispute further. On the earth too, nowhere do we find anyone
arguing after the king has decisively ordered anything.

25-29a. Having consoled Yama thus, Brahma went to the Ocean
of Milk along with him. He eulogized Purusottama who is the
Supreme Lord devoid of Gunas (attributes) and is (of the form of)
knowledge alone, who (can be attained) only through Sarmkhya
and Yoga, who is single and without a second.

Then Visnu manifested himself before them, on being eulo-
gized by Brahma.

Yama and Brahma hurriedly made obeisance to him. In words
and tone as majestic as the rumbling sound of a cloud, Mahavisnu
spoke to them : “What for have you both come here? Is there any
misery caused by demons? Why is the face of Yama pale and
faded? Why is he stooping down his head? Explain this, O Brahma.”

On being told thus, the Lotus-born Lord said:

29b-33. “When the king, the most excellent one among your
servants, is engaged in administering the kingdom, men who are
devoted to the holy rites of Vai§akha attain the immutable great
region. Hence Yama's city has become vacant. Therefore, Yama is
exceedingly sad. He fought with the king. In order to kill him, he
raised his staff. But he has been defeated by your Discus. He
therefore, came to me.

We are not competent to mete out punishment to your noble-
souled devotees. Hence we have sought refuge in you alone, O
great Lord. Chastise that king and protect Yama who is your own

(favourite).”
On being told thus (the Lord) laughingly said to Brahma and

Yama :

34-37a. “I will forsake Laksmi,' my vital airs and body, Srivatsa,
Kaustubha, my garland named Vaijayanti, Svetadvipa, Vaikuntha,
the Milk Ocean, Sesa and even Garuda, but I am not at all inter-
ested in forsaking my devotee. How can I feel interested in aban-

1. Popularization of devotion to Visnu is the aim of this author. This firm prom-
ise of Visnpu is meant to contribute to 1t.
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doning my devotees who leave off all worldly pleasures for my
sake? They are ready to abandon even their lives for my sake; the
blessed ones identify themselves with me. So I shall find out other
means of suppressing your misery.

37b-40. That king has been given by me a life span of ten
thousand years on the earth. Of them eight thousand years have
passed by, O annihilator of men. If the remaining part of his life is
spent, he will attain Sayujya with me. Thereafter, a vicious person
named Vena' will become king. He will destroy all these holy rites
laid down in the Srutis. At that time the Vai§akha holy rites too
will become extinct. On account of the sins committed by him
alone, Vena will perish.

41-43. Afterwards I will incarnate as Prthu?and spread the holy
rites once again. Then I will popularize the rites of Vaifakha
among people. Only one in a thousand will be my true devotee
who will dedicate his own vital airs to me and will renounce the
desire to hoard more and more possessions. These holy rites will
be current only among such men. One (among many) will come to
be conversant with these holy rites of mine on the earth. Thereaf-
ter your task will be fulfilled, O annihilator of men. Do not be sad.

44-47. I shall make all noble-souled men observing the Vai§akha
rites give you your share in this month of Vai§akha. After some
time I will make the king also (give you your share). Therefore,
pacify your grief. One enjoys your share with heroism as the
present, because you are an enemy superior in strength (?) One
who continues to partake of his share does not feel miserable. Men
should give Arghya unto you everyday at the time of their holy
bath. On the last day of Vai§akha they must, with you in view,
offer a pot filled with water and cooked rice mixed with curds.’ If
they do not do so, all their observances of the holy rites of Vai§akha
shall be fruitless.

1. A notoriously vicious king of yore; born of Manu and Sunitha; cursed to death
by sages. The famous king Prthu, an incarnation of Visnu, was churned out of Vena’s
right hand (Mbh, Sanri, Ch. 59; VP 1.13; also PE 844-45.) It is narrated as a
prophecy.

2. Son of Vena. The first emperor coronated by Devas. He established Law,
Order and Dharma and made arrangement for the livelihood of people of all castes
and communities as symbolized by his milking of the Earth-Cow (VaP 1. 126-74).

3. This has become an integral part of daily Vai§ikha observances (see vv. §5-
58).
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48-52. Hence eschew anger towards the king who is devoted to
me. He will give you your share. Those men who give yqu your
share and perform the great holy rites of Vai§akha should not have
any hindrance on account of you. If they manifestly worship only
me and shun you, the protector of Dharmas, O blessed one, you
will punish them at my bidding. I shall send Sunanda to make the
king give you your share. At my behest, he will go and make him
give your share.”

Even as Yama stood waiting thus near him, the Garuda-vehicled
Lord despatched Sunanda to enlighten the king to pay Yama’s
share. He went there, advised the king and came back once again
near (the Lord).

53-54. Having consoled Yama thus, Visnu vanished there itself.
Brahma also consoled Yama himself and allowed him (to go)
quickly. He was extremely surprised and he went to his abode
along with his followers. Somewhat delighted in his mind, Yama
went back to his city.

55-57. Thereafter, urged by the directive of Visnu and the ad-
vice tendered by Sunanda, all the people who observe holy rites of
Vaisakha give the share (unto Yama).

If men do not honour Dharmaraja (and offer the share), he
himself takes away their merit accruing from Vai§akha rites. Ev-
eryday in the month of Vai§akha the devotee should take his holy
bath and offer Arghya to Yama. If this is done there is merit;
otherwise everything shall be futile.

58. At the outset a pot filled with water and cooked rice
mixed with curds should be offered by people to Dharmaraja on
the full-moon day in the month of Vaifakha.

59-60. Afterwards the man should offer the same on behalf of
the manes and his preceptor. Thereafter, he should offer the same
to Lord Janardana, the slayer of Madhu. Cold water, cooked rice
mixed with curds, betel leaves, fruits and monetary gifts—all placed
in a bell-metal vessel should be given to a Brahmana.

61-63. He should give a divine image of the deity Madhusiidana
to a Brahmana who expounds the monthly holy rites and may
happen to suffer due to poverty. The devotee should honour the
same expounder of holy rites with all his riches.

Thus directed by Sunanda, the king did everything accordingly.
He spent the remaining part of his life enjoying all worldly plea-
sures as he pleased. Accompanied by sons, grandsons and others
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he went to Hari’s abode.

64-67a. When that king went to Vaikuntha, the base ruler Vena
became king. All the holy rites, particularly the Vai§akha rites,
were destroyed by that vicious one. They lost their popularity on
the earth once again. They were mostly the cause of salvation. No
one knew these splendid holy rites laid down for the month of
Vaisakha.

The mind will become fervently inclined towards Vaisakha holy
rites only when the merits acquired in the course of many births
fructify.

Maithila said:

67b-69. Indeed the vicious king Vena was present in the earlier
Manvantara. This king, the scion of the family of Iksvaku, is
present in this Vaivasvata Manvantara. This has been heard by me
before. It is being described by you now also. He (Kirtiman) has
gone to Vaikuntha; Vena will be the king afterwards. (How can
this be?) O Srutadeva of great intellect, clear this doubt.!

Srutadeva replied:

70-72. There is conflict in Puranas only because of this differ-
ence in the arrangement of Yugas and Kalpas. You shall not have
any doubt about its authenticity, if the story happens to involve
(apparent) contradictions.

When the daily Kalpa has passed(?), this (story) is permanent
and splendid. It was narrated to me by Markandeya and that has
been recounted to you, O king.

Hence the Vaisakha rites should not become popular. Only one
(among many) will know it. He will be unattached (to the worldly
pleasures). He will be devoted to Visnu.

1. Purinas have conflicting versions of the same story and the usual explanation
is their occurrence in different Yugas and Kalpas (see vv 70-72).
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN
Liberation of a Pisaca

Srutadeva said:

1-6. He who takes the holy bath in the morning in the month of
Vai$akha when the Sun is in Aries, worships Madhusiidana and listens
to this story of Hari, shall be rid of all sins and go to the highest region
of Visnu.!

He who leaves off (in the middle) when the story (of Visnu) is being
read and expounded and stupidly resorts to any other thing shall fall
into Raurava Naraka and then he is born as a Pi§aca (evil spirit). In
this context they cite this ancient traditional legend as an illustration.
This story is destructive of sins. It is holy and conducive to virtue. It
is an ancient tale which should be respected forthwith.

Formerly, on the banks of Godavari in the splendid holy place of
Brahmeg$vara there lived two holy spiritual preceptors, the disciples of
Durvasas, well-known in all the three worlds as Satyanistha, and
Taponistha.? They were firmly devoted to Supreme Brahman. They
were always devoted to the Upanisadic teachings. They were indiffer-
ent (to worldly pleasures). They were meritorious. They subsisted only
on what was received as alms. Both of them lived in a cave.

7-11. Of these two, Satyanistha was always devoted to the stories
of Visnu. Even if there were no listeners or expounders, the great sage
used to carry on (leisurely) his daily round of duties. If there was
even one listener, he used to expound to him (Visnu’s story) day and
night.

If anyone expounded the auspicious and meritorious story of Visnu,
he used to curtail his religious rites and listen to the story, because
he was interested in listening to the same.

He used to avoid going to pilgrim centres and sacred shrines situ-

1. The object of this chapter is to describe the importance of early bath in
the month of Vai§akha.

2. Out of these Satyanistha realized by Upanisadic studies the importance of
devotion to Visnu and became less inclined to Karmakinda. He is a representative
of the cult of Visnu-bhakti (vv 7-22), while Taponistha as a staunch adherent to
the path of Karma, did not care to hear Visnu tales and thereby became a Pi§ica
(vv 23-31).
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ated very far off, because they conflicted with his interest in the sto-
ries (of Visnu). He avoided performing most of the rites. He used to
listen to the divine stories and to expound them to listeners himself.
O king, excepting the stories (of God), he did not know anything else
worthy of being resorted to.

12. If, being afflicted with sickness, an expounder (of Visnu-sto-
ries) happened to give discourse in his house (instead of in a public
place like a temple), the sage resorted to bath at a well and was
devoted to listen to the stories.

13-17. At the conclusion of the story, he used to perform his (reli-
gious and other) duties duly.

One who habitually listens to the holy stories does not get involved
in bondage of births. He shall attain intrinsic purity. Absence of at-
tachment to Visnu will disappear. Attachment to Visnu and friendship
with saintly people shall be engendered. The attributeless Brahman
free from Rajoguna will be retained in the heart immediately. Karma
is futile in the case of a man devoid of perfect knowledge. Even if it
is performed in diverse ways repeatedly, it will be like showing a
mirror to a blind man.

Karma repeatedly performed by those whose hearts are absorbed in
deep meditation shall definitely be conducive to the purity of nature.
Due to the purity of nature capacity to listen will improve. By listen-
ing one attains perfect knowledge and then he becomes competent to
meditate.

18-23a. Sravana (listening), Dhyana (meditation) and Manana (re-
flection) have been laid down in the Vedas in many places.

If there is no (narration of) tales of Visnu, if there are no good men,
that place should undoubtedly be abandoned even if it be the banks of
Ganga itself.

If in any land there is no Tulasi plant, nor the auspicious abode of
Visqu, nor the (narration of) story of Visnu, a person who dies there
shall attain dense darkness (i.e. hell).

If in any village there is no abode (temple) of Visnu, nor a black
antelope, nor the story of Visnu, nor saintly people knowing it, one who
dies there shall immediately be reborn as a dog and continue thus for
a hundred births.

The sage (Satyanistha) pored over the Upanisad Texts and pondered
over the teachings therein and came to this decision. He was always
attached to the tales of Visnu; he was devoted to the memory of Visnu.
He did not consider anything superior to this listening.
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23b-27. The other one, Taponistha, strictly adhered to the rituals.
He was foolishly obstinate. He did not expound, nor listen to good tales
(of Visnu) himself. He left off even while the story was being ex-
pounded and set out for holy bath in Tirthas.

At a Tirtha too, when the tale was begun, O king, he used to go far
off due to the fear of omission of holy rituals because of fickleness.

After coming into contact with him people used to go for doing their
domestic activities. There were no listeners or expounders (of tales of
Visnu) at his side but only Karmins (those interested only in perform-
ing riturals—Karmas).

The time of that evil-minded, vicious (sage) passed off thus. The
tale of the Lord did never reach his tongue or ear.

28-31. The sage later on died and immediately became a Pisaca
(Evil Spirit) on account of his Adharma since he was not one who
listened to or expounded (divine stories) and because he was vicious
and pertinacious. He then occupied a Sami tree. He was named Chinnakarna
(one with ears cut: deaf). He was not strong. He had no support. He
did not get anything to eat. His throat, lips and palate were parched.
He underwent torture thus for more than ten thousand years according
to divine reckoning. He did not see anyone ready to save him. He
continued to be devoid of food. He was extremely miserable.

Thinking about what he had done he wandered like one inebriated
and mad. Wandering here and there and oppressed with hunger, that
evil spirit of deluded intellect did not attain peace and happiness.

32-34. Wind that blew against that spirit that had no control over
itself, was like fire (scorching) his limbs. Water appeared (extremely
hot) like fire of universal destruction. Fruits, flowers etc. appeared like
poison. This Karmatha (‘one who valued Karma very much’) did not
attain happiness anywhere. He was excessively dejected in mind.

When these things were like this in that forest devoid of people, in
that spot devoid of (divine) tales and good men, in the place which he
had resorted to, Satyanistha came then to the city of Paithinasi.'

35-36. Going along the path he saw Chinnakarna who was subjected
to a great deal of suffering. On seeing him crying due to hunger and
appearing sick and depressed causing the melting of his heart, he spoke
to him, “Do not be afraid”. Then the great sage said: “Who are you?
Why have you come to this plight? You will have no more suffering.”

37-42. On being consoled by him thus Chinnakarna who was exceed-

1. Paithan in Aurangabad Distt. of Maharashtra.
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ingly agitated said thus: “I am Taponistha, an ascetic and disciple of
Durvasas. I was a resident of the holy spot Brahme§vara strictly de-
voted to Karma. I was foolishly pertinacious. Since I was afraid of
break in my performance of rituals out of foolishness, O sage, the
meritorious story of Visnu that was being expounded by good men was
not at all honoured by me, foolish that I was. The story that destroys
Karma was not expounded to the listeners. As a result of the great
fructification of those Karmas I met with death. I became a Pifaca,
Chinnakarna by name. I am agitated and bewildered due to misery. I
do not find any saviour to redeem me from this misery somehow. Fortunately
I have been seen by you. I have become free from sins. Today deities
are pleased with me. The preceptors, good men and Hari too are de-
lighted with me today, since I met you.”

43-48a. He then fell at his feet on the ground crying “Save me, save
me.” Then Satyanistha of great fame was overwhelmed with pity. With
his extremely pleasing and blissful pair of arms the great sage raised
him up. Then water was ceremoniously sipped and the excellent merit
that he had acquired in the course of a Muhiirta by listening to the
greatness of the month of Vai§akha was given to him. As a result of
the power of that merit all his inauspiciousness was destroyed imme-
diately. He was released from the form of Pi§aca. He assumed a divine
body. He got into a divine aerial chariot. After bowing down to that
great sage, he took leave of him and circumambulated him. Then he
went to the great region of Visnu.

Thereafter, the intelligent Satyanistha went to the city of Paithinasi
repeatedly thinking about the efficacy of listening to the greatness (of
the Vaisakha rites).

Srutadeva said:

48b-50. Where there is the meritorious and splendid story of Visnu
that dispels the impurities of the world, all the holy spots and Tirthas
of diverse kinds are present there. Where the holy river of the meri-
torious and splendid story of Visnu flows, salvation is within the reach
of the people staying in that land. There is no doubt about it.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN
Story of a Ruler of Pancaladesa

Srutadeva said:

1-5. Listen further, O king, to the sin-destroying supreme efficacy
of the month of Vai§akha, a great favourite of Visnu.

Formerly in the land of Paficala, there was a king named Puruyasas.'
He was son of Bhiiriya§as who was intelligent and righteous.

When his father passed away, O king, he was installed in the king-
dom. He was eager to maintain Dharma. He was endowed with the
qualities of heroism and liberal-mindedness. He was an expert in the
science of archery. The highly intelligent king ruled the entire earth
through his pious and righteous activities.

Since he had not offered water (to the needy) in the previous birth,
he had incurred a great fault.2 O sinless one, after a lapse of some
time, he suffered a great loss of wealth. Horses and elephants met with
death after being afflicted with a fatal disease.

6. A great famine of unprecedented fury swept the land and the
entire realm was denuded of its population. The kingdom and treasury
became empty like a wood-apple (tree) eaten up by an elephant.

7-9. On coming to know that the king had become weak and bereft
of strong army, treasury and (stable) kingdom, hundreds of other kings, the
enemies of this king, thought that that was the proper time to defeat him.
They came in and conquered the overlord of Paincala land in battle.

Defeated by them, the king resorted to mountain caves along with
his wife Sikhini and accompanied by nurses and other attendants.

10-14. Others could not know his whereabouts. He was agitated on
account of various kinds of miseries. Remaining concealed thus, he
spent fifty-three years.

The king pondered over the why and wherefore (of his condition) on
many occasions. (He thought thus:)

‘T am pure by birth and activity. I am engaged in the welfare of my
parents. I am a sincere devotee of my preceptors. I am endowed with

1. Though no such king is traced in Purénic dynasties that ruled Paiicala, the
object of the author is to emphasize the efficacy of VaiSakha-Vrata. Paicala is
modern Rohilkhand (De 145).

2. Arrangement for distribution or supply of cool water in the hot month of
Vaifakha is a part of Vai§akha-Vrata. The king failed to make it in his previous
birth. Hence he met with calamities mentioned in vv 5-10.
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chivalry and courtesy. I am a benefactor of Brahmanas. I am interested
in Dharma. I am kind and considerate towards all living beings. I am
a devotee of Devas and have conquered the sense-organs. Neither my
brother nor my son nor my friends are my well-wishers now, although
I am of noble birth and they are famous for their kindness and man-
liness. Why? For what Karma has poverty overtaken me? It gives me
much misery. Why have I suffered defeat? What is the reason for my
stay in the forest?’

15-19. Worried by these thoughts, the king remembered his precep-
tors. He was utterly dejected. Two excellent sages named Yaja and
Upayajaka who were omniscient, highly intelligent, eminent sages and
who were invited by the king, came there. On seeing them the lord of
Paiicala got up promptly. With great devotion, he bent down his head.
He had been excessively afflicted on account of his exile. He was
devoid of all royal insignia. His whereabouts were not known to any-
one. He stood silent for a short while and fell on the ground at their
feet. With their hands they raised him up and wiped off the tears from
his eyes. With the splendid materials available in the forest he duly
worshipped them. Bowing down with humility he asked those Brahmanas
when they were comfortably seated:

20-23. “O ye Brahmanas, tell me the cause of my misery. I was lord
of the earth. I am pure by birth and activity. I am a favourite of the
manes and Devas. I am afraid of sins. I am compassionate. I am a
devotee of my preceptors. Still, why am I beset with poverty, loss of
treasury and humiliation at the hands of my enemies? What is the
reason for my exile in the forest? What is the reason for my loneliness?
I have no son. I have no brother. 1 have no well-wishers. I have no
friends: Why was there a famine in the splendid land protected and
administered by me? Explain this in detail. Tell me the reasons, O
eminent sages.”

24. On being asked thus by the king who was extremely miser-
able, those noble-souled excellent sages meditated for a short while
and then replied:

Yaja and Upayajaka said:

25. Listen, O king. We shall tell you the cause of your misery. In
all the previous ten births you were a highly sinful hunter.!

1. Karmavada is a basic belief in Hinduism (Buddhism & Jainism as well).
The circumstances in this birth are explained as a result of acts in previous births.
Such stories are found in Pali and Ardhamagadhi also (e.g. Jaraka Tales).
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26. You were ruthless and always engaged in violently injuring
all the people in the world. You did not perform even the slightest and
smallest of holy rites at all. You had no control over the sense-organs
or the mind.

27. Your tongue did not utter the names of Visnu in any way. Your
mind did not remember the lotus-like pair of feet of Govinda.

28.  You never bowed down your head to the Supreme Atman. Like
this, O king, nine of your births passed by, when you continued to be
vicious.

29. In the tenth birth you were a hunter on the Sahya mountain.
You were pitiless towards all the people in the world. You were like
the god of Death unto all men.

30. You were devoid of mercy. You lived by means of your weap-
ons. You were always after violence and harmful activities. You had
no good qualities at all. You were knavish and accompanied by your
wife you harassed wayfarers.

31-36. You were like a man-eating Raksasa to the subjects belong-
ing to Gauda land.' Thus years rolled by in your ignorance of what was
conducive to your own welfare.

Since you had been mercilessly killing infants, children, animals
and birds and were very vicious, no son was born to you in this birth.
Since you had been treacherous previously, you have no uterine broth-
ers. Since you had been harassing wayfarers, you are now devoid of
friendly people. Since you had been disrespecting and reproaching
good people, you have now been defeated by enemies. Poverty has
beset you and your abode (family) on account of the sinful defect of
having never given (anything to anyone). Since you had always caused
agony and heart-burn (to others), you have had to undergo the unbear-
able sufferings of exile. Since you had displeased all, a misery exceed-
ingly impossible to bear has beset you now. Your (present) inability to
take food is also due to the same reason. Formerly you were very cruel
in all your activities. Hence, O highly intelligent one, you have been
deprived of your kingdom in the course of this birth.

37-42. I shall tell reasons also for your birth in a good and noble
family.

When you were an inhabitant of the Gauda land during your ulti-

1. The association of the Sahya mountain with Gaudades$a (vide vv 37-42 also)
can be explained if we accept a Southern Gauda on the bank of Kaveri mentioned
in Padma Purana (De 63).
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mate birth as a hunter, you engaged in your own job of ruthless (killing
of everyone) in the forest full of thorns. You stood on the path as the
merciless annihilator of all living beings.

At that time two rich and brilliant Vai§yas came that way. They
were afflicted with heat. A sage named Karsana who had mastered the
Vedas and the Vedangas also had come. He had matted hair and was
clad in bark garments. The meritorious sage had the sole possession
of a waterpot. On seeing these, you took up your bow and stood there
obstructing their path. You rushed at the Vai§yas and pierced their
bodies with your arrows. You killed one of them and seized all his cash
and other possessions. When you attempted to kill the other one, he
hurriedly fled out of fear. He hid the cash and the valuable possessions
in a hedge. Utterly frightened, he tried to save his life.

43-51a. Afraid that he would be killed by the hunter, the sage Karsana
hurriedly ran in the hot sun. He was oppressed by heat and thirst. He
perspired profusely and then swooned. He was only very slightly con-
scious. The Vaifya, eager to save his life, left the sage and fled.

You pursued them. But on seeing the Brahmana unconscious on the
path you wanted to ask him, “Where are the valuable possessions kept
hidden? How far has the merchant gone?” In order to ask him about
this, you attempted to revive the Brahmana who was too much tired.
You blew into his ears and put powdered ginger to make him recollect
properly. You wiped his eyes with the water from the puddle full of
mud and worms. As he lay tired, you fanned his face with leaves. After
making the sage conscious, you felt mentally relieved and spoke to
him:

“Do not be afraid or suspicious of me in this forest, because I hold
weapons. One who is poor and without any possessions is happy in this
world. Wherefore need you be afraid so much? Nothing will I gain from
an old broken pot. O learned one, say only this much. Where has that
merchant fled? In which hedge is the valuable possession hidden by
him as he fled hurriedly. 1 will kill you if you tell a lie.”

Karsana said:
51b-55. The wealth is hidden in (this) hedge. He fled by this path.

So said he out of fear and desire to save his life, when he was so
questioned. (You told the Brahmana,) “Go happily along this path, O
Brahmana. You need not be afraid of me at all. A little farther from
here, there is excellent water in a lake. Drink that pure water and be
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relieved of your fatigue. Then go to the village. Now itself royal
officials will be coming along this path. They will be engaged in tracing
my footsteps after hearing the shrieks and shouts of the prominent
merchant. It is not possible for me 10 accompany you, O Brahmana,
although you are oppressed by thirst. Fan yourself with this leaf. The
heat will subside a little.”

56-57. You went away into the forest again after giving him the
Palasa (leaf-fan?) (Butea frondoza). This was your meritorious deed
during the month of Vai§akha with oppressive heat, though the same
was performed for the sake of your own selfish ends. It resulted in
saving the sage on the way. By the power of this merit you took birth
in the highly meritorious and big royal family.

58-63. If you wish for happiness, kingdom, wealth, foodgrains and
other riches, heavenly pleasures, salvation, Sayujya with Hari or the
region of Hari, perform the holy rites prescribed for the month of Vai§akha.
You will obtain all sorts of happiness. This is the month named Vai$akha.
This is the third day called Aksaya (i.e. Aksaya-Trtiya).

Fetch a cow that has delivered a calf only and give it to a Brahmana
who is undergoing sufferings. Thereby your treasury will become filled
up. Donate a bed; you will gain happiness. Make the gift of an um-
brella; you will get back your empire. Take the holy bath in accor-
dance with the injunctions. Similarly worship Madhava. Get an excel-
lent idol made and give it away. Thereby you will be victorious. If, O
king, you desire to have sons having good qualities on a par with those
of yours, make a gift of Prapas (frec-water booths) for the sake of the
welfare of all living beings. Scrupulously perform all these holy rites
prescribed for the month of Vai§akha.

64-68a. Thereby all the worlds will be under your control. There is
no doubt about it.

If you perform these holy rites with a mind free from desires, in the
meritorious month of Vai$akha, for the gratification of the Slayer of
Madhu, Visnu will become visible to you as your mind is devoid of
impurities.

The seers mentioned in the Puranas know that everlasting worlds
will be attained by those people who have performed all these excel-
lent holy rites. All this has been recounted to you as we have seen and

heard.

After saying this the Brahmana priests Yaja and Upayajaka took
leave of him and went away the way they came.
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68b-70. Then the king of great prowess, enlightened by his precep-
tors, performed all the Vai$akha rites with great faith. He worshipped
the Slayer of Madhu in the manner he had been advised.

Thereupon he regained his power. Surrounded by all his kinsmen and
accompanied by the survivors of the army, he reached the city of Paiicala.

71. His old enemies, the kings (of neighbouring realms), heard
that this king had re-entered his city. Therefore, they haughtily came
(to attack him).

72. A battle ensued between those kings and the king of Paricala.
That great warrior single-handedly conquered all the mighty kings.

73. When those kings fled along the paths leading to different
realms, this powerful king confiscated the treasuries, horses and el-
ephants of those kings.

74-76. He brought to the city one hundred millions of horses, thirty
millions of elephants, one hundred millions of chariots and ten thou-
sand camels as well as three hundred thousand donkeys. Due to the
greatness of the Vaisakha rites all the kings were suddenly turned into
payers of taxes. They were crushed under his feet and their plans were
smashed and frustrated. There was unprecedented and matchless pros-
perity in the Painicala land.

77. He held sway over all the realms brought under a single um-
brella. With the favour of the Slayer of Madhu he begot five sons
endowed with the qualities of heroism and liberal-mindedness.

78. They were Dhrstakirti, Dhrstaketu, Dhrstadyumna, Vijaya and
Citraketu. They were all on a par with Karttikeya.

79. The subjects who were virtuously protected became lovingly
attached to him. By the efficacy of Vaisakha, he instantaneously gained
the credence of all.

80. Again the lord of Paficalanagara performed those holy rites
with 2 mind free from any desire whatsoever, for the gratification of
the Slayer of Madhu.

81. Delighted with this holy rite, Lord Madhusiidana appeared before
him on the Aksaya Trtiya day.

82. On seeing Acyuta, the Supreme Atman, Nardyana with four
arms holding the conch, discus, iron club etc. he became awe-struck.

83-85. The Lord clad in yellow robes was adorned with garlands of
sylvan flowers. He was seated on Garuda along with all his followers
as well as Goddess Laksmi.

On seeing the unbearable refulgence, he immediately closed his
eyes. He began to dance with delight. He moved about and whirled like
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a mad and inebriate man. All his limbs were marked with horripilation.
Tears welled up in his eyes. He prostrated on the ground. With palms
joined in reverence he eulogized with great devotion.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

The Pancala King Attains Sayujya

Srutadeva said:

1-3.  With his mind flooded with the delight at his vision, the king
got up immediately and bowed down his head. With his excited eyes
he looked at the Supreme Lord of the worlds, the immanent soul of the
universe, for a long time. He washed his feet and held that water on
his head. Indeed the river that arises from his feet sanctifies the entire
universe including Brahma. He worshipped the Lord with plenty of
materials, very costly and invaluable garments, ornaments and unguents,
garlands, incense, lights and nectar-like foodstuffs etc. He dedicated
unto the Lord his entire person, limbs, wealth and his very soul. He
eulogized Visnu, the ancient Purusa, Narayana, devoid of Gunas, one
without a second:

4. *‘I salute the unsullied overlord of the makers of the universe,’
the supreme one, saluted by the Lotus-born Lord and others. I salute
the overlord of the creators of the universe, whose Maya has deluded
excellent men conversant with reality.

5.  Wonderful indeed is the activity of the Lord. Stupid ones be-
come deluded in the Gunas activized by the Maya. The one and only
Lord devoid of desires and ambition creates by himself this (visible
universe) in diverse forms, protects it and consumes it. He is not
defiled thereby.

6-7. You are one who have completely realized your desires. Yet,
for the sake of the acquisition of happiness by Devas and misery by
all the Asuras (you do endeavour). In that connection, at the proper

1. The eulogy of Visnu is a blend of Upanisadic and Puranic concepts of the
deity and the influence of Mayavada. The outpourings of the heart of a sincere
Bhakta (devotee) in this prayer are touching. ’
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time, you adopt Sattva Guna for the sake of protecting your own people;
for the sake of curbing the rogues and knaves you adopt Tamoguna and
for the sake of binding the Raksasas you adopt Rajoguna, O Cosmic-
formed One, devoid of Gunas. Fortunately, your foot is destructive of
the sins of those who bow down. When it is held in the heart by means
of well-practised and (highly advanced) mature Yogic exercises, it
becomes the abode of Tirthas.

8-10. Thosc who have matured well by means of devotion their
emotional existence as individual souls, have attained salvation merely
by remembering your feet.

But I am fettered by the noose of the deadly black serpent called
worldly existence accompanied by the repeatedly recurring births, old
age and other miseries. I wander from one species of beings to another
because I have forgotten your feet. My yearning (for worldly pleasures)
increases like that of a mouse on seeing the edible stuff (placed in
front of it for trapping it). Certainly no charitable gift has been given
by me; nor your story has been heard. No honourable men of good
disposition have ever been served by me. Therefore my vast fortune
and glory was destroyed by enemies and I entered the forest. Recol-
lecting my enormous sins, I remembered my preceptors. When they
were remembered they approached me. They are the kinsmen of the
distressed ones. They addressed me (and consoled me).

11. They enlightened me in the splendid Vai$akha rites laid down
in the Srutis. They are the causes of attaining the aims of life such as
heavenly pleasures, salvation etc. Induced by them I have performed
all the holy rites pertaining to the month of Vai§akha conducive to
auspiciousness.

12-14. Hence, I have been enormously favoured. There have come
all these excellent riches. Neither fire, nor the sun, nor the moon and
the stars, nor the earth, nor water, nor ether, nor wind, neither speech
nor mind (are like you). On being served they remove sin after a long
time. Learned ones destroy (sins) when they are served only for a short
while. But you consider these learned men Bhavins (men engrossed in
worldly existence), though they have mostly eschewed their desires
and kept their minds fixed in your feet.

Obeisance to the independent one of wonderfully variegated activi-
ties. Obeisance to the greatest one blessing the noble ones. Deluded
by your Maya, I have my vision riveted to meaningless objects. Hence
I wander among the Gunas in the form of wives and wealth.

15-19. I do so in spite of the fact that your lotus-like feet are the
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destroyer of the root cause, Avidya. You are the dispeller of all the
sins and are devoid of impurities. With a desire for happiness I am
possessed of ‘My-ness’ with respect to sons and wives who are but the
causes of calamities.

A person engrossed in worldly pursuits with increased thirst and
desire for the same, does not get peaceful sleep or welfare. Though I
have been born a king, which is rare, though you are the cause of the
attainment of all aims of life involving effort, I do not worship your
lotus-like feet because my mind is deluded and I am covetous of worldly
pleasures. I perform my duties firmly and devotedly, but yearning for
pleasures does increase proportionately.

‘I shall become again (a more prosperous one); I shall today become
one’—such and hundreds of similar thoughts make my mind waver. At
that time, O Lord, let there be your mercy on the individual soul. O
Lord of cosmic form, your power is limitless.

By your mercy there shall be the association of great men whereby
the ocean of worldly existence becomes a small pit made by the hoofs
of cows. Once there is the association with good people, O Lord, the
mind is inclined towards you, the lord and master.

20. I consider, the removal of the entire kingdom (from my pos-
session) has become a blessing to me, got easily from you because you
are being approached by Brahma, Suras and Asuras and hosts of honour-
able and saintly men, when they cease to have thirst and yearning (for
worldly pleasures).

21. Hereafter, I shall remember only Acyuta with eagerness and
respect. O Lord, your lotus-like feet are destructive of worldly exist-
ence. They are worthy of being prayed to by impoverished persons.
They bestow a great deal of fortune. I do not desire anything other than
your lotus-like feet.

22. Therefore I do not desire the kingdom, the treasury, sons etc.
(I have nothing to do) with the body that falls always (i.e. is transient)
and that is the result of Rajoguna. I continuously worship those lotus-
like feet which are fit to be pondered upon and adored by sages.

23. O Lord of Devas, O abode of the universe, be pleased so that
I shall always remember your lotus-like feet. O my Lord, let my at-
tachment for these groups cease, the groups symbolized by wives, sons

and wealth.
24-26. Let my mind be directed towards the lotus-like feet of Krsna;

my speech to the narration of your divine story; these eyes of mine in
viewing your form and image; the ears in listening to your stories; and
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the tongue towards what has been offered to you (as Naivedya);, my
nose towards the fragrance of your lotus-like feet; my hands shall be
engaged in applying the unguents etc. frequently on your devotees as
well as in sweeping and other activities in your temple permanently.
Let my feet be engaged in going to the holy spots of the Lord as well
as to the places where the story of the Lord (is being recited). Let my
head be engaged in saluting you constantly. Let my love be directed
towards your holy story. Let my intellect be turned towards constant
thought on you.

27. Let my days dawn with your stories being sung by sages who
come to my abode. Let there not be even a moment or half of it devoid
of episodes about you, O Visnu.

28. 1do not crave or yearn for the position of Brahma or that of
an emperor. I do not wish for salvation too, O Visnu. I earnestly desire
for perpetual service of your feet, which is requested for even by Sri
and Suras including Brahma, Bhava etc.”’

29. On being eulogized by the king thus, the delighted lotus-eyed
Visnu spoke to that king in a voice as majestic as the sound of a cloud.

Sr1 Bhagavan said:

30. I know that you are the most excellent one among my ser-
vants. You are free from desires and sins. Still I shall grant you a boon
inaccessible even to Devas.

31.  You will have a life of ten thousand years, O king, according
to the reckoning of Devas. You will have riches. Your devotion to me
shall be steady. In the end you will have Sayujya.

32. There is no doubt about this that I will grant worldly pleasures
and salvation to those who eulogize me with this prayer composed by
you. I shall be delighted with them.

33. This Trtiya (third lunar day) shall become well-known in the
world by the name Aksaya,' being the day on which I am delighted
with you and have granted worldly pleasures and salvation.

34. Even ignorant men who perform such holy rites as ablution,
charitable gifts etc. naturally or under some pretext, attain my immu-
table region.

35. If men perform Sraddha rites with the manes in view on the
Aksayatrtiya day, that will be conducive to infinite benefit.

l. VV 33.38 glorify the importance of Aksaya Trtiyad day.
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36. There is no other Tithi in the world equal or superior to this.
Even if very little is done on this day, it shall have everlasting benefit.

37. If, O excellent king, anyone gives a cow to a Brahmana
householder, worldly pleasurcs showering all sorts of riches as well as
salvation shall be within his reach.

38. He who gives away a bullock, destructive of all sins, shall be
liberated from death and he shall attain long life.

39. If persons perform holy rites causing pleasure to me in the
month of Vai$§akha, I dispel the fear of death, birth and old age of those
persons.

40. Iam not delighted with the rites of all other months as much
as with the Vai$akha rites. The month of Vai§akha is my most favourite
month.

41. Those who have forsaken all other holy rites and those who
are devoid of the vow of celibacy, attain my immutable region, if only
they are engaged in holy rites pertaining to the month of Vaisakha.

42. Men engaged in VaiSakha rites attain that great abode which
is very difficult to attain by means of sacrifices, austerities and Sankhya
and Yoga.

43. Just like the remembrance of my feet, O sinless one, this
month removes even a thousand sins without expiatory rites.

44-46. You became engaged in the Vaisakha rites on being advised
by your preceptors in the forest and you propitiated the Lord of the
universe. Thereby everything was obtained by you, O king. Pleased
with this holy rite I have become visible to you. You shall enjoy all
worldly pleasures, as you please. They are difficult to be obtained even

by Devas.

After having granted boons to him thus, Janardana, the Lord of Devas,
vanished there itself even as all were watching.

47-51. Thereupon, this excellent king became extremely surprised,
O king. Like one who has regained the wealth that was lost, he became
delighted and strong in the body. Everyday he was enlightened by great
men and his own preceptors.

He ruled the earth with his mind dwelling on him and with him as
his greatest resort. The king did not love anyone better than Vasudeva
by whose contact alone wives, ministers, sons and others became pleasing
to him. He performed all the holy rites laid down for the month of
Vai$akha again and again. As a result of the merit thereof, he was
surrounded by sons, grandsons and others. He enjoyed all his desires



ILvii.16.52—11.vii.17.8 81

inaccessible even to Devas. In the end he attained Sayujya with the
Lord holding the discus.

52. All those who listen to or expound this great narrative shall
be rid of sins, and then attain the greatest region of Visnu.

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
Story of Dantila and Kohala

Srutakirti said:

1. O bestower of honour, I am not fully satisfied on hearing about
all holy rites of Vai§akha that yield benefit both here and hereafter.

2. There is no satiety in listening to that sacred text that con-
tains truthful instructions about Dharma and splendid and auspicious
stories of Visnu.

3.  The meritorious deeds done (by me) in the previous births
have fortunately matured, because you have come to my abode in the
guise of a guest.

4.  After having heard the exceedingly wonderful nectarine words
issuing from your lotus-like mouth, I am fully contented. I do not desire
the position of Brahma or even salvation.

5.  Hence recount in their fullest detail those holy rites that be-
stow worldly pleasures and liberation, rites th-t are exceedingly good
and cause delight to Visnu.

6.  On being told thus formerly by the king, Srutadeva of great
renown, became delighted in his mind and began to recount the aus-
picious holy rites once again.

Srutadeva said:

7. Listen, O king, I shall narrate the story that is destructive of
sins. It has the Vai§akha rites for its theme, which have been discussed
frequently by sages.

8.  On the banks of Parhpa there was a certain Brahmana of great
reputation named Sankha. When Jupiter entered the Zodiac Leo, he
came to the auspicious river Godavari.'

1. Hindus believe that when Jupiter enters Zodiac Leo, Gangi visits Godavari
and pilgrims flock to Godivari to have a bath therein, as it is a bath in Gangd
itself.
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9-13. After crossing the holy Bhimarathi he reached the forest
Kantakacala. It was a place devoid of people and water. In the terrible
month of Vai§akha he became oppressed with the heat. At midday that
Brahmana sat at the foot of a tree.

Then a certain roguish hunter of evil conduct came there holding
a bow (in his hand). He was devoid of mercy for all living beings. He
was like another Kala, the annihilator.

The Brahmana who was initiated in holy rites wore rings in his ears.
He was resplendent like the sun. On seeing the Brahmana, the hunter
of fierce temperament bound him down and seized the ear-rings. He
snatched off his sandals, umbrella, rosary of beads and waterpot. Af-
terwards he released the Brahmana saying, “Go away”. Such was the
hunter of deluded intellect.

14. He went along the path full of pebbles, scorched by the sun,
rough and rugged and devoid of water. His feet were oppressed by the
heat. That Brahmana of sublimated sexual instinct walked slowly rest-
ing in places where grass grew and covered the ground.

15-19. At times he ran quickly; in some places he was relieved and
happy and in some places sadly exclaimed, Ha ! Ha ! Thus he moved
hurriedly.

On seeing the sage suffering thus when the sun was in the middle
of the sky, the hunter who was averse to piety and evil in intention
usually, pitied him to a certain extent. He thought thus, ‘I shall give
him the comfortable footwear which I had taken away in the other
forest. This has been righteously agreed by hunters that everything
belongs to him alone who snatches by force and robs it. Therefore, 1
shall give away the sandals for the sake of lessening his suffering. If
any merit comes from the act, let it be mine, of this sinner. These are
two worn-out sandals on my feet. I have nothing to do with them.
Therefore I shall give them away.” He decided like this in his mind,
went to him immediately and gave them to the excellent Brahmana
whose feet had been <corched by the heated pebbles and who was much
distressed.

20-25. By takiug ause sandals, the Brahmana attained great plea-
sure. “Be happy”, said he to the hunter and blessed him, “Indeed this
(hunter) is one whose merit has become mature, because he made this
gift in the month of Vaisakha. Visnu becomes delighted even with a
hunter of wicked nature. The happiness that I have now is as though
that of having obtained everything.”

On hearing these words, the hunter became surprised. He spoke again
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to the Brahmana, the learned, pious expounder of Brahman, “What is
yours has been given to you. How can it be meritorious unto me? You
praise Vai$akha and say, Hari becomes delighted. O Brahmana, tell me
what is this Vai§akha? Who is Hari? What is meant by Dharma? What
is the benefit to one who is desirous of hearing, O storehouse of mercy?”
On hearing these words of the hunter, Sankha became delighted in his
mind.

26-31. Surprised in his mind he praised Vai§akha again. ‘‘Now this
roguish hunter has given me the footwear and has acted contrarily to
his usual evil-mindedness. It is surprising. All holy rites yield their
fruit in the succeeding births, but holy rites of Vai§akha yield benefit
unto men immediately, in a moment.

The hunter is wicked in mind and evil in conduct. Fortunately by
making the gift of the sandals he has attained purity of nature.

The rite that is pleasing to Visnu, the rite that is devoid of impu-
rities, the rite that gives satisfaction, that alone, according to Manu
and others conversant with Dharma, is Dharma. Those holy rites of the
Vaisakha month are exceedingly pleasing to Visnu.

KeSava is not satisfied with all kinds of gifts, austerities and great
sacrifices as much as (he is) with the holy rites of the Vaisakha month.

32-36. There is no other Dharma like this among all the Dharmas.
People need not go to Gaya or to Ganga, Prayaga or Puskara. They
need not go to the holy spot of Kedara, Prabhasa or Syamantaka
(Samantapaiicaka') at Kuruksetra.

Do (i.e. you need) not go to Godavari or Krsna or Setu (Rame§vara)
or Marudvrdha?. The holy river of (i.e. in the form of) the divine story,
praising the greatness of Vai§akha-Dharma, is very sacred. Visnu is
immediately held within the heart of one who takes his holy bath there.

In the month of Vai§akha much is gained through (doing or offering)
very little, that cannot be achieved through charitable gifts, sacrifices
or other holy rites involving great expenses (at other times).

O hunter, this month named Madhava (Vai$akha) is conducive to the

1. The pools of Ksatriya blood collected by ParaSurima for the Tarpana of
his Pitrs (Mbh, Adi 2.4-5; Vana 117.9-10). It became a holy Tirtha by the blessing
of Parasurima’s Pitrs (Mbh, Adi 2.8-11). This is at Kuruksetra. According to Mbh,
Adi 2.13-15, it came to be called Samanta-Paiicaka, as ‘‘it marked the end of all
(Ksatriyas) who assembled there (for war): sametanam anto yasmin tat samantam.

2. This river of the Nadi-Siikta (RV X.111.75.5) is probably modern Maruwardwan,
a small rivulet in Kashmir flowing from North to South and joining Chenab near
Kashtwar (A. Stein).
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increase of merit. In this month these sandals that destroy the distress
resulting from heat (of the sun) have been given to me by you.

37-38a. Thereby your merit of the old times has become ripe. Gen-
erally, O hunter, the delighted Lord will cause welfare. Otherwise how
can you have a splendid inclination of this type?”

38b-43a. Even as the sage was saying thus, a powerful lion urged
by god of Death furiously rushed at a tiger to kill it."! But seeing an
elephant brought there by fate, he attempted to kill him. The lion
attacked him with his paw and stood ready (for fighting). O king, a
battle ensued between the lion and the elephant in the forest. Having
become tired, they stopped fighting and stood staring at each other.

Fortunately they heard what was said by the noble-souled sage to
the hunter. It was destructive of all sins. By listening to the greatness
of the month they became pure in heart. They were liberated from their
sins. Leaving off their bodies, they went to heaven immediately.

43b-47. They had assumed divine forms. They were smeared with
divine unguents. They were seated in a divine aerial chariot. They
were served by divine damsels. Suddenly they stood with palms joined
in reverence and head bowed down before the hunter. The great sage,
the expounder of the holy rites, was surprised on seeing them. He stood
motionless and said, “Who may you be? How did it happen that you
were born in the lower species of animals? How did it happen that both
of you died together? With no apparent cause you were engaged in the
attempt to kill each other. Describe in detail all these things, O sinless
ones.”

On being requested thus by that sage they replied as follows:

48-53. “We are sons of Sage Matanga? called Dantila and Kohala.
It was on account of a curse that Dantila and Kohala were reborn (as
lion etc.).

We were endowed with handsome features and prime of youth. We
were experts in all lores. Our father, the Brahmana-sage named Matanga,
an expert in the affairs of Dharma, the most excellent one among those
conversant with all holy rites, spoke to us: ‘O my sons, in the month
of Vai§akha which is a great favourite of Madhusiidana, erect (free)
water-booths on the way, fan the people for a while, make shades on
the way, give abundant food and cool water, take holy bath in the

1. The following story illustrates the beneficial effect of hearing the descrip-
tion of VaiSakha-dharmas.

2. This Sage Matanga is different from that mentioned in VR, the guru of
$abari or the ones mentioned in Mbh, Vana 84.101 or Anu$asdha, Ch. 27.



IL.vii.17.54-67 85

morning and worship the Lord. Listen to the story (of the Lord) too
regularly, whereby the bondage (of Samsara) will cease.’

Thus we were advised by means of various words of advice like
these. Still we were vicious. I, Dantila, became angry. This one named
Kohala became more furious than I and also haughty.

54-58. Our father who was very devoted to Dharma became angry
and cursed us.

He followed this dictum: One should abandon immediately the son
who is averse to righteousness, the wife who speaks displeasingly and
the king who is averse to Vedic learning and Brahmanas; otherwise he
will fall.! Qut of courteousness or of covetousness for money, those
who associate with them fall into hell and remain there for a period
of fourteen Indras (a Manvantara). Therefore he cursed us who were
overwhelmed with haughtiness and anger.

He said: ‘This Dantila who has become angry and is carried away
by fury shall be born as a lion. The haughty Kohala shall be a big
elephant in rut.” We repented afterwards and requested for liberation.
On being entreated by us, our father granted us redemption from the
curse.

59-65. ‘You will be born in the lower species. After a lapse of some
time you will meet together and want to kill each other. At that very
time conversation between a hunter and (sage) Sankha will reach your
ears. Within a moment you will be liberated. After your redemption,
after having assumed your previous forms, O my sons, come back to
me and stay with me. My words will not be otherwise.’

Thus we, those two wicked ones, were cursed by our father. We
were reborn as lower animals, met together fortunately, became desir-
ous of slaying each other and heard your conversation that was excel-
lent and auspicious. Thereby we were immediately liberated.”

Thus they recounted everything, bowed down to the great sage and
took leave of him. On being permitted by him, they went to their fa-
ther. Pointing this out, the sage, the storehouse of mercy, said to the
hunter:

66. “See the great benefit of listening to the greatness of Vais$akha.
By listening to it for a short while, liberation came within their reach.”

67. While the sage was speaking thus, the hunter laid down his
arms before the sage who was a storehouse of mercy, of excellent

1. A traditional Subhisita. A number of Subhdsitas were orally handed down
and are found in all Puripas. The sources of these stray verses are not traceable.
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intellect, devoid of desires, of very pure nature and the sole receptacle
of merit.

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

Previous Birth of the Hunter

The hunter said:

14. Ihave been blessed by you, O sage, (though) I am a sinner and
very wicked-minded. Indeed great men are compassionate and good by
nature. Where am I, a hunter of ignoble birth? Where is the mind such
as this (of yours)? (There is such a great difference between us!) I
value only your excellent blessings.

O pious Sir, I am worthy of being guided and instructed by you. O
bestower of honour, I am a deserving person to receive your mercy.

I should be blessed. I am your son. Be merciful, O storehouse of
mercy, so that I will no longer have this vicious inclination that causes
harmful and adverse results. By association with good people no one
ever experiences any misery anywhere.

5. Hence, O Brahmana, enlighten me with such wise sayings as
are destructive of sins, whereby those who are desirous of salvation
certainly cross the ocean of worldly existence.

6. In the case of honourable and pious men of impartial mind,
endowed with kindness and compassion for all living beings, no one is
lowly and vulgar or high and excellent; no one is one’s own or a stranger.

7-8. Whoever thinks with mental concentration and enquires about
(the means of) mental purity and whoever repents even though he may
be contaminated by all defects, and though he be deprived of all holy
rites, whenever he enquires about this of his preceptors, they immedi-
ately impart to him the knowledge that certainly liberates one from the
worldly existence.

9.  Just as Ganga is the cause of destruction of sins of men, so
also pious and noble persons are proclaimed as the natural redeemers
of the stupid and dull-witted people.

10 Do not hesitate in the matter of enlightening me, O compas-
sionate one, favourably inclined towards your devotees, as [ have a
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desire to hear (serve), have bowed down to you and have become pure
due to the contact with you.

11. On hearing these words of the hunter, the sage became sur-
prised in his mind once again. After exclaiming “Excellent ! Excel-
lent !” he spoke of these holy rites.

Sankha said:

12, If you wish for welfare, O hunter, perform these holy rites in
the month of Vai§akha. They are excellent and cause delight to Visnu.
They liberate the devotees from the ocean of worldly existence.

13-15a. A fierce heat oppresses us here. There is neither shade nor
water here. So we shall go to some other place where there is plenty
of shade. After drinking water I shall resort to the shade. There I shall
describe unto you the greatness (of the holy rites) destructive of sins.
I shall recount the greatness of the month of Vai§akha that pertains to
Visnu. I shall recount it in the manner as has been heard and seen (by
me).

15b-17. On being told thus by the sage, the hunter said with palms
joined in reverence: “A little away from here, there is water in an
excellent lake. There are wood-apple trees there fully laden with fruit.
We shall go there. There is no doubt about this that you will be sat-
isfied.”

On being directed thus by the hunter, the sage went along with him.

18-24a. After going a little distance from there he saw the excellent
lake. It was full of cranes and Karandava ducks. It was rendered beau-
tiful by ruddy geese. There were swans, Sarasa ducks, storks etc. all
round rendering it very splendid. Bamboo-reeds with holes therein produced
a loud and sweet musical note along with the humming of bees.

It was very charming with tortoises, crocodiles, fish etc. swimming
about. It was a large lake abounding in lilies, blue lotuses, red lotuses,
white lotuses etc.

There were hundred-petalled lotuses of the Kokanada variety all
round, beautifying the lake splendidly. The sweet chirping sounds of
the birds reverberated. The lake was one that afforded the pleasure of
a festival unto the eyes.

There were hedges of bamboo reeds and many trees adorning the
banks. It was rendered beautiful by various trees such as banyan trees,
Karaiija, Nipa, tamarind, margosa, Plaksa, Priyala, Carhpaka, Bakula,
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Punnaga, Tumbara, Kapittha, Amalaka (Emblic Myrobalan), Nispesana
and Jambi (rose apple tree) all round.

24b-29a. There were many types of animals all round such as wild
elephant, deer, boar, buffalo etc. There were hares, porcupines, blue
oxen etc. beautifying the place. There were rhinoceroses, musk deer,
antelopes etc., tigers, lions, wolves, the fabulous eight-footed Sarabhas
that killed donkeys, Camari deer, etc. adorning the forest all round.

There were monkeys leaping from branch to branch quickly. The
place was rendered fearful by (wild) cats and bears as well as Ruru
deer. There were the sounds of crickets, the ‘Kren’ sounds of great
harshness as well as the sounds of bamboo reeds. Agitated by violent
gusts of winds, the trees produced great rustling sounds.

The tiger among sages, who was much oppressed by thirst, saw the
lake of great excellence like this as pointed out by the hunter.

29b-34. He took his midday bath in this fascinating lake and wore
his clothes once again. Then he performed religious rites prescribed for
midday. After performing the-worship of the Lord, he eagerly ate the
very tasty wood-apple and other fruits brought by the hunter that dis-
pelled his fatigue.

Thereafter, he seated himself comfortably and asked the hunter who
was interested in Dharma: “O (hunter) interested in Dharma, what is
it that has to be said by me at the outset to you now? There are many
holy rites of several and separate kinds. Among them those holy rites
that are specially laid down for the month of Vai$akha, yield great
benefits though they are subtle. They bestow benefits on all living
beings both here and hereafter. What you have in your mind as worthy
of being asked, ask it at the outset itself”.

On being told thus by that sage, the hunter said with palms joined

in reverence:

The hunter said:

35-36. What was that Karma as a result of which (I got) this birth
as a hunter full of Tamoguna? What is the reason for such an incli-
nation as this? How did I come into contact with (you) the noble-
souled one? Relate this as well as other things, O holy lord, if you
consider me worthy of the same.

On being requested thus, the great sage named Sankha spoke once
again in a majestic tone like that of a cloud. There was smile on his

lotus-like face.
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Sankha said:

37-41. Formerly you were a Brahmana named Starhba in the city of
$akala (modern Sialkote, Panjab). You had mastered the Vedas and
were very brilliant. You were born of Srivatsa Gotra. You had a pros-
titute as your beloved. On account of the fault of associating with her,
you had forsaken your daily rites. You returned home like a Sidra. You
were devoid of good conduct. You were vicious with all holy rites cast
off.

You had a Brahmana wife named Kantimati. That beautiful lady
served you along with that prostitute (though) you were a base Brahmana.
In order to please you, she washed the feet of both of you. She obeyed
the words of both of you. She slept below on the ground allowing both
of you to sleep (on the cot).

42-48a. Though she was prevented by that prostitute (your Brahmana
wife) adhered to her chaste activities. Serving her husband and the
prostitute together, she continued to be miserable on the earth. A great
deal of time elapsed thus.

One day the husband consumed the Masa pulse along with radish.
Following the custom of $Siidras, he ate the Nispava pulse mixed with
gingelly seeds. Having consumed those unwholesome things, he suf-
fered from vomiting and diarrhoea.

On account of the unwholesomeness of the food, he became a prey
to the dreadful disease of fistula of anus. On account of that ailment
it appeared as though he was being burned day and night.

As long as there was ample wealth in the house, the prostitute con-
tinued to stay there, but having deprived him of his wealth, she no
longer stayed in his abode. The terrible, merciless courtesan went away
and stayed with someone else. Afflicted very much with the ailment,
with his mind agitated on account of the pain, he spoke to his wife
cryingly in a pitiable tone:

48b-51. “Protect me, O gentle lady, ruthless though I was due to my
attachment to a prostitute. O holy and beautiful lady, I have not at all
helped you so far. O gentle lady, that despicable sinner who does not
honour his wife who bows down to him, shall become a eunuch in the
course of fifteen births. O highly fortunate lady, day and night I am
censured by honourable and virtuous men. Since I have disrespected a
chaste lady like you, I will be reborn of a sinful womb. I burn within
myself with the anger arising from the dishonour done to you.”

52-55. When her husband said thus, she spoke these words with palms
joined in reverence:
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“You need not feel any wretchedness or shame, O my husband, on
account of me. I do not entertain any anger towards you, wherg¢by, you
say, you burn within yourself. Sins committed previously turn into mis-
eries. A chaste lady or man who brooks the same is the most excellent
one. I am (must have been) a sinful woman. If I reap the fruit of sin
committed by me in the previous birth, I feel no remorse or sorrow
thereby.”

Saying thus she rendered all help to her husband.

56. The lady of excellent complexion brought money from her
father and other kinsmen (in order to help him). She considered her
husband (on a par with) the Lord (Visnu) who resides in the Milk Ocean.

57. By day as well as by night, she regularly washed the urine and
excreta of her husband. With her nails, she pulled out slowly the worms
(from the ulcer).

58. Neither at night nor during the day did the fair-complexioned
lady get a wink of sleep. Sad and dejected on account of the misery
of her husband, she said thus:

59-63. *“May Devas and Manes who are well-known protect my
husband. Let them absolve my husband of sins and free him from sick-
ness. For the sake of the health of my husband, I shall offer to Candika
excellent and well-cooked food mixed with blood and flesh along with
(products of) buffalo-milk. 1 shall get Modaka sweets prepared for the
noble-souled Vighne§a (Ganesa). I shall observe ten fasts on Saturdays.
I will not take sweet things. I will not use ghee. I will not smear oil
over my body, Undoubtedly I will remain thus. Let this husband of
mine live for a hundred years free from ailments.”

That gentle lady said like this everyday as it rolled by.

64. Then a noble-souled sage named Devala came to his abode in
the evening on a day in the month of Vai§akha. He was distressed due
to heat.

65. At that time your wife said: *“The physician has come to our
house. Therefore, the sickness will be removed. I shall be hospitable
to him.”

66. Knowing that you were averse to pious activities, she tricked
you and got him in under the pretext that he was a physician. Washing
the feet of the sage, she sprinkled the water on your head.

67. Encouraged by you, she gave sweet drink to that noble-souled
one, distressed with heat in the evening. It dispelled all the heat.

68. In the morning, when the sun arose, the sage went back on his
way. Then within a short while you had an attack of Sannipata (a
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combined derangement of all the humours of the body).

69-74. When she was administering the three pungent substances
(ginger, black pepper and long pepper), the husband bit off her finger.
The two teeth (upper and lower ones) suddenly came close together.
The tender finger remained within the mouth of the husband. After
biting the finger off, the husband died on the excellent bed thinking
about the beautiful courtesan. On coming to know that her husband was
dead, your wife Kantimati sold her bangles and bought fuel. The chaste
lady made up a funeral pyre thereby, keeping (the dead body of) her
husband in the middle. She embraced him with her hands, entwined the
feet with his feet, placed her face against his face, kept her chest close
to his chest and placed her pudenda over his. Thus placing herself on
his body, that auspicious lady burned the sick body of her husband
along with that of hers in the burning fire.!

75. Embracing her husband, she forsook her body and went to the
world of Murari, due to the merit of giving sweet drink in this month
of Vaidakha, as well as that of washing the feet (of a sage). She at-
tained the world worthy of being attained by Yogins.

76. You got rid of all your sins, but since you were engrossed in
the thought of a courtesan at the time of death, you attained the birth
as a hunter with a terrible form. You became interested in violence.
You always caused heart-burn (to others).

1. The self-immolation of the widow along with the dead body of the husband
descnibed here, 1s called Sari. This was a respectable practice in higher castes
as recorded in various mediaeval inscriptions. Curiously enough the practice has
no Vedic sanction. The two Mantras, RV X.18.8 and AV XVII1.3.1, mention some
pre-Vedic custom when the widow, as a formality, used to he by the side of the
deceased husband on the funeral pyre and return to “’life”. The first ‘historical’
reference to Sari, viz. queen Madri’s self-immolation with king Pandu in Mbh,
Adi 116.31 is nullified by Mbh, Adi 118.21-22 which states that the dead bodies
of Pandu and Madri were brought to Hastinapura and were given a royal funeral
on the same pyre. How Madri died is a matter of anybody’s conjecture. Her
inability to fulfil Papdu’s last desire for sexual intercourse must have broken the
heart of the pious lady. Old Grhya Sutras, and old Simnytis like Manu and Yajnavalkya
do not support Sari. In the dark middle age of India (to which SkP belongs) the
so-called Dharmas$astra writers even distorted older texts to support widow-burn-
ing. Thus Kamaldkara Bhatta in Nirnaya Sindhu quotes an imaginary Manu's
authority to advocate widow-burring as an alternative to life-long celibacy of a
widow as follows:

brahmacaryam cared va'pi, praviSed va hutasanam /

On the contrary Medhitithi (9th cent. CE), the famous commentator of Manusmrti,
on Manu V.156 plainly states that ‘Dying after the husband is against the Vedas’
(Sruti-virodho'yam).
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77-78. Permission was given by you for the gift of the sweet drink
in the month of Vai§akha, O (hunter) with a chaste wife. Hence when
you were born as a hunter, you had the good inclination of asking about
holy rites that cause all happiness. You got your head sprinkled with
the water with which the feet of the sage were washed. It was con-
ducive to the destruction of all sins. Therefore, you had the opportunity
of contacting me in this forest now, and due to this you will have
further riches etc.

79. Thus whatever was done by you in the previous birth has been
recounted to you. Your meritorious and sinful Karmas have been seen
by me through divine vision.

80. Whatever you wish to hear, I shall recount unto you even if
it be a secret. Your mind has become purified, O highly intelligent one.
Hail unto you!

CHAPTER NINETEEN
The Curse of Wind-god

The hunter said:

1-3. Earlier this was said by you that the splendid holy rites of the
Lord should be performed with Visnu in view, and that the Vai§akha
rites are also among them. O Brahmana, of what nature is that Visnu?
What is (his) characteristic feature? What is the proof of his exist-
ence? By whom can this great Lord be known? Of what nature are the
holy rites of Visnu? By which (rite) is Hari pleased? O highly intel-
ligent Brahmana, explain this to me, your servant.

4.  On being asked by the Vyadha (hunter) thus, the Brahmana
spoke once again after bowing down to Narayana, the Lord of the worlds,
free from ailments.

Sankha said:

5.  Listen, O hunter, I shall describe the form of Visnu. It is
spotless (devoid of sins). It cannot be (adequately) comprehended by
Brahma and others and by sages of pure, sanctified souls.

6. The Lord of all has been described as one with full powers and
one full of good qualities. The Lord whose form consists of existence,
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knowledge and bliss, is devoid of attributes. It is devoid of Kalas (parts)
and is infinite.

7.  This entire universe consisting of mobile and immobile be-
ings, has never been otherwise (i.e. this has continued to exist from the
beginning). The Lord is the support of all the desires and hopes of this
universe. The universe is always under the control of the Lord.

8-10. Now I shall tell the features of Brahman, the Supreme Soul,
to you. He is called Visnu; from him all these take place: origin,
sustenance, annihilation, repetition, control, knowledge, bondage, sal-
vation and livelihood. This Lord is termed Brahman too. He is honoured
by the wise seers. They call him the veritable Brahman. Afterwards
Brahma and others too (were called so). The word ‘Brahma’ along with
its attributes is interpreted as Brahma (the creator) etc. by persons who
know it.

11. No one else has the status of Brahma because they have only
a part of his power. The birth etc. of this great Lord can be known only
through scriptural texts.

12. O highly intelligent one, the scriptural texts are Vedas, Smrtis,
Puranas which have Vedas and Smrtis for their soul, Itihasas (epics,
legends and mythology), Paficaratra and Bharata.'

13. Mahavisnu can be known only through these and not through
anything else at all. No man who is not conversant with the Vedas
thinks (can think) about Visnu anywhere.

14. Neither through the sense-organs nor through inferences, nor
through arguments, is it possible to know Lord Narayana, the eternal
lord who can be known only through the Vedas.

15. Individual souls that are always under his control, become
liberated by knowing his good qualities, manifestatiohs and activities
in accordance with their intellectual attainment.

16. The power of Visnu is present in each of these: Devas, sages,
Pitrs and Mothers. It shall be comparatively more or less in each of
these.

17. Through perception, verbal testimony and inference one should,
at the outset, understand the Excellent Man in regard to strength, knowledge
and happiness.

18. Bhiuta (goblin?) is bundred times more than he. One should

l. These are the authoritative texts (Pramana-granthas) for knowing Visnu.
The Brahma Sutra is not mentioned as it was too tough for common people.
‘Itihasa’ and ‘Bhdrata’ are separately stated, perhaps to emphasize the special
importance of the latter,
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know that it is endowed with knowledge etc. One shall know that
human beings and Gandharvas are hundred times superior to Bhuta.

19. One should know the Devas who identify themselves with the
Tattvas as superior to them. The Seven Sages are more excellent than
the Devas who identify themselves with the Tattvas.

20. Agni is more excellent than the Seven Sages. The Sun and
others are superior to Agni. Guru is superior to the Sun. Prana (Vital
Air) is superior to Guru. Indra of great strength is superior to Prana.

21.  Goddess Girija is superior to Indra. Sarhbhu, the sire of the
universe, is superior to the Goddess. Buddhi (Cosmic Intellect), the
great goddess, is superior to (individual?) Buddhi and Prana is superior
in strength to Buddhi.

22. There is nothing greater than Prana. Everything is established
in Prana. This universe is evolved out of Prana. This universe has Prana
for its soul.

23. All this (visible world) is as if sewed to Prana. It is active
only through Prana. They say that it is the support of everything and
has the lustre of the blue cloud. It is the Sutra (that which makes
everything function).

24. This Prana is sustained merely by the side-glance of Laksmi.
That Laksmi gets a portion of the mercy of the Lord of Devas.

25-26. There is nothing greater than Visnu nor even on a par with
him in any respect.

The hunter asked:

How did this Prana called Sitra become superior to individual souls?
How can this be decisively said? O holy lord, how is the superiority
of Prana? Explain this also, O Brahmana, how the Lord is greater than

Prana.

Sankha sﬁid:

27. Listen, O hunter. I shall recount to you what you have asked
about the decision in regard to the superiority of Prana in all the Jivas
(Individual Souls).

28. Formerly in the Padmakalpa, Narayana, the eternal Lord,
Janardana, created Devas beginning with Brahma and said thus:

29-32. “O prominent Devas, I shall instal god Brahma as your pro-
tector and master of this empire (universe). You appoint that Deva as
a crown-prince who is superior to you, who is richly endowed with
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excellent moral character and possesses qualities of heroism, liberal-
mindedness, etc.”

On being told thus by the Lord, all Devas with Sakra as the leader,
began to contend with one another: “I shall become so. I shall become
so”. All of them then began to argue. Some knew that the Sun-god was
the greatest (god). Some said that Sakra (was the greatest) and some
(said that) Kama (was the greatest). Some kept quite. Unable to come
to a decision, they went to Narayana with a view to seek his decision.

33-34. After bowing down to him, all the immortal ones said with
palms joined in reverence:

*“Q Mahavisnu, all of us have pondered over the matter clearly. We
do not know at all what Deva is superior to all the others among us.
You alone proclaim your decision, as the Devas are indeed in doubt.”

35-36. On being requested thus by all the immortal ones, the Lord
laughingly said thus:

“This is the Vairaja body. When he goes out of it, it (the body) will
fall. When it enters the body, it rises up. Hence this god is certainly
superior to you all and none else at all.”

37-38. On being told thus, all of them said, “So be it”. At the
outset, the leading Sura named Jayanta came out through the foot.
Then they called it lame. The body did not fall. It continued to hear,
drink, speak, smell and see though not (able) to walk.

39-43a. Then the patriarch named Daksa came out through the pri-
vate part. Then they called it a eunuch. The body did not fall. It con-
tinued to hear, drink, speak, smell, see and move about.

Afterwards, Indra, the lord of all immortal ones, came out through
the hand. They called it one devoid of hands. The body did not fall
then. It continued to hear, drink, speak, smell, see and move about.

The Sun-god, the most excellent one among the refulgent bodies,
came out through the eyes. Then, they called it “One-eyed”* (Blind?).
The body did not fall. It continued to hear, drink, speak, smell and
move but not see.

43b-44a. Afterwards Nasatyas, the physicians of the universe, came
out through the nostrils. They called it “One who did not smell”. The
body did not fall. It continued to hear, drink, speak and move about but
not smell.

44b. The Quarters came out through the ears. Then the body did not

* ‘Kana’ should be interpreted as ‘blind’ here as ‘one-eyed’ man can see. He
is not totally blind. But here ‘complete blindness’ is stated as a result of the
absence of Sun-god.
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fall. They called it “deaf” but not dead at all.

45. It continued to drink and speak but not hear or move about.
Thereafter Varuna came out through the tongue. Then the body did not
fall. They called it “One who cannot relish the taste.”

46-47. It continued to be alive, move about, eat, understand and
breathe.

Then Vahni, the lord and presiding deity of speech, came out through
the organ of speech. Then they called it “dumb”. But the body did not
fall. It continued to be alive, move about, eat, understand and breathe.

48-49. Afterwards Rudra came out through the mind, Rudra of the
nature of enlightener of the mind. Then they called it, Jada (sluggish,
dull). The body did not fall then. It continued to be alive, move about,
eat, understand and breathe.

Afterwards Prana (Vital Air) came out. Then they came to know
him to be dead. The Devas who were surprised in their minds said thus:

50. “He who makes this body rise up, shall be the most excellent
one among us. He will become the Crown Prince.”

51-52. Afterwards they came to an agreement among themselves
thus. They entered the body in due order.

Jayanta entered the feet. That body did not rise up. Daksa entered
the private parts. That body did not rise up. Indra entered the hands.
That body did not rise up.

53. The Sun entered the eye. That dead body did not rise up. The
Quarters entered the ears. That body did not rise up.

54. Varuna entered the tongue. That body did not rise up. The
divine physicians (A§vin Devas) entered the nose. That body did not
rise up.

55. Fire-god entered the organ of speech. That body did not rise
up. Rudra entered the mind. That body did not get up.

56-57. Afterwards Prana entered. Then that dead body rose up.

Thereupon the Devas came to the decision that Prana, the lord, is
the most excellent one among all the Devas in strength, knowledge,
courage, absence of attachment and in living. They crowned it Yuvaraja
(Heir-Apparent).

58-60. They recited an Uktha (Saman hymn) as he was the cause
of excellent maintenance. Hence the entire universe has Prana for its
soul. The entire universe consisting of mobile and immobile beings is
complete with all parts and wholes endowed with strength. It (Prana)
is complete (Supreme) lord of the worlds.

There is nothing in the universe devoid of Prana. It (thing devoid
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of Prana) has no existence. That which is devoid of Prana does not
flourish. There is no existence without Prana. Nothing can subsist de-
void of Prana. Hence Prana became superior to all Jivas. It is more
excellent in strength. It is the immanent soul of all Individual Souls.

61-62. Nothing superior to or on a par with Prana has been seen or
heard about before in the scriptural texts. Though Lord Prana is one,
it is diversified inasmuch as it follows the different effects. Hence
they say that Prana is the most excellent one. Those who are eager to
worship Prana say that Prana is competent to create, sustain and an-
nihilate the universe playfully.

63. Excepting Vasudeva, no one is competent to assail or excel
it, whether it be conscious like the serpent sesa, Siva, Sakra and others,
or inert.

64. Prana is identified with all the Devas. He is the soul of all
the Devas. He is a perpetual follower of Vasudeva. He is always under
the control of Visnu.

65-66. He neither hears nor sees anything opposed to Visudeva. The
Devas, the leading Suras, including Rudra, Indra etc. do act in oppo-
sition to (Vasudeva), but Prana which is present in all, never opposes
(Vasudeva). Hence learned men say that Prana is the strength of Visnu.

67-71. After knowing thus the greatness and characteristics of Maha-
visnu, a devotee should cast off the subtle body like a serpent casting
off the slough. The subtle body which follows the Purvabandha (Avidya:
Nescience)' is to be left off. He then attains Narayana, free from ill-
ness.

On hearing the words uttered by Saikha, the hunter became de-
lighted in his mind. He bowed down with humility and asked that sage
once again: “O Brahmana, the greatness of this magnanimous Prana,
the sire of the universe, is not known in the world. How is it that the
greatness of Devas, sages, kings and other noble-souled ones is heard
about in the world and in the Puranas thousands of times? Tell me this,
O Brahmana. I am very eager to hear.”

Saikha said:
72. Formerly Prana was desirous of performing horse-sacrifices in
|. Purvabandhah is explained as follows: Purva—beginningless; bandha—bond-

age. It is the characteristic of Avidya. This concept is similar to Apava-mala of
Ka$mira Saivism. But here it is the Lifiga-Sarira which is characterized by Avidya.
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order to propitiate Narayana, Hari, free from ailments. So he joyously
went to the banks of Ganga.

73-74. He sanctified the ground by means of ploughs, surrounded by
various groups of sages. There was a sage named Kanva, hidden within
an anthill in the course of his transcendental meditation. He was dug
up by means of these ploughs. Coming up, he spoke furiously. He cursed
Prana, the great lord, as he saw him standing in front:

75-76. *“O Lord of Devas, from now onwards your greatness will not
be known in the three worlds, especially in the terrestrial worlds. Your
incarnations will, however, become very well-known in all the three
worlds.”

On being told thus by the sage, Wind-god (i.e. Prana) spoke to him
furiously:

77-78. “I have been cursed without any offence, though I am free
from sin and I am competent to suffer adversities. Hence, O Kanva,
you will become inimical to your preceptor at once.” Wind-god said
this also: *Be one of censurable conduct in the world.” Ever since
then the greatness of the great lord, Prana, is not known in this world,
particularly on the earth.

79-80. On account of the curse, Kanva' ate his preceptor and became
a disciple of Sun-god.

Thus what has been asked by you has been entirely recounted. What-
ever further has to be heard by you, O hunter, ask me. Do not hesitate.

CHAPTER TWENTY

The Bhagavata Dharmas

The hunter said:

1-2. Why were Jivas (individual souls) created by the Lord in
thousands and crores? They are seen engaged in different activities,
diverse paths and pursuits. They are eternal. They are not of the same
nature. Why is it so, O highly intelligent one? Describe everything in
detail to me truthfully. I earnestly request for it.

1. The author seems to have confused Yajiavalkya with Kanva. It was Yajiiavalkya
who renounced his first teacher VaiSarhpayana and became a disciple of the Sun-
god and received from him the ‘White’ Yajurveda. Kanva on the contrary is a
‘seer’ of the 8th Mandala of RV. Mbh also does not attribute such ‘teacher-eating’
to Kanva. Kanva’'s being excavated from an anthill is not traced elsewhere.
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Sankha said:

3-6. Indeed the groups of Jivas are of three types with Rajas, Sattva
and Tamas as their Gunas.! Those of Rajas perform Rajasa activities.
Those of Tamas pursue Tamasa activities and those of Sattva pursue
Sattvika activities.

Sometimes there occurs difference in Gunas during their transmi-
gration (from one birth to another). For this reason they do acts of
higher and lower kinds and experience the fruits thereof.

In some cases they obtain happiness, in some instances they expe-
rience miseries and in some cases they get both (happiness and mis-
eries). These they attain on account of difference in their (share of)
Gunas. Being bound by the three Gunas, these Jivas abide in Prakrti.

7.  The diversity in regard to the fruits of actions occurs in ac-
cordance with Gunas and Karmas. Again these individuals (i.e. indi-
vidual souls) attain Prakrti and conformity to the Gunas.

8. (Obscure) Those who abide in Prakrti and those who follow it
are excited (abhimiurchitah?) by Prakrti and they attain Prakrti as their
goal. There is no question of opposition to Prakrti.

9.  The Tamasas (those with dominant Tamoguna) mostly expe-
rience pain and misery. They have always Tamasa pursuits and activi-
ties. They are merciless and.cruel. They live in the world activated
by hatred alone.

10-11. Beings beginning with Raksasas and ending with Pi§acas at-
tain the Tamasa goal. Those with dominance of Rajas quality are of
mixed temperament. They commit sins as well as meritorious deeds.
They attain heaven as a result of meritorious deeds. They undergo
sufferings in certain places due to sins. Hence these unfortunate ones
repeatedly come and go (in this world).

12. Persons habituated to perform pious deeds, the merciful ones,
those who are faithful and those who are devoid of jealousy are the
Sattvikas. They continue to follow the activities of Sattva type (of
good nature).

13. Persons of great prowess and devoid of impurities, go upwards
when the Gunas are dispelled.

1. VV 3-17 discuss the theory of Karmavada. Jivas are characterized by their
gunas and they receive the fruits of the action according to their Guna and Karma.
Hence God cannot be charged with partiality (Vaisamya) and ruthlessness (Nairghrnya).
Lord Visnu is Piarnakdma and treats all equally like a showering cloud or a flowing
canal.
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Thus different activities have different feelings and different modes.

14.  Visnu, the great Lord, makes them do acts in accordance with
their inherent Gunas and Karmas for the purpose of attaining his own
form.

15. Since Visnu is Purnakama (‘one who has achieved all de-
sires’), there is neither Vaisamya (inequality or partiality in the dis-
pensation of fruit) nor Nairghrnya (ruthlessness) in him. He impartially
performs the work of creation, sustenance and annihilation.

16-17. All of them obtain the fruits of their actions in accordance
with their own Guna.

A cloud showers rain equaily on all the trees planted in a garden,;
similarly the same canal supplies water to all the trees alike. Hence
we cannot accuse the planter of the garden of partiality and ruthless-
ness in any manner whatsoever.

The hunter enquired:

18-19. When will the salvation of these persons who have com-
pletely experienced (the fruits of their Karmas) take cffect, O sage?
Will it be at the time of the creation or of the annihilation of the
established order? Or does it occur at the juncture of creation and
annihilation or during the steady state? Explain this in detail, O
Brahmana, and describe to me the activities of the Lord.

Sankha said:

20. A thousand sets of four Yugas make what is called a day of
Brahma. He has a night also of the same duration. The day and night
together make one full day.

21.  Fifteen such full days make a Paksa (fortnight). A month con-
sists of two such Paksas. They call two months together as one Rtu
(Season) and three such Rtus make one Ayana.

22. Two Ayanas make one Vatsara (year). If hundred such years
pass by, it is known as one Kalpa of Brahma.

23-24. According to the opinion of those conversant with the Vedas
the duration of Pralaya is that much (like that of a Brahma Kalpa).

Pralaya (Annihilation) is of three types:! (1) Manava when a Manu'’s

1. VV 24-38 describe the three types of Pralaya. It should be noted that Daily
(Dainandina) Pralaya occurss at the end of Brahmid's day and not of ours as is
believed by some. ‘
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period becomes complete, (2) Dainarmdina (Daily) i.e. occurring at the
end of a day of Brahma; (3) Brahma Pralaya occurring when Brahma
passes away.

25-29. Manu’s Pralaya is known to take place at the end of a Muhirta
of Brahma. When fourteen such Pralayas take place in due order, they
call it Dainamdina Laya.

Now (I shall recount) the situation during the Pralayas. After a Manvan-
tara only three worlds are destroyed. (The other) worlds are not de-
stroyed. Only the sentient beings perish. The space shall be filled with
waters. After a Manvantara is over and when another Manvantara starts,
the sentient beings will be born once again. During Dainarhdina Laya,
O hunter, everything perishes. When the Four-faced Lord is asleep, all
the worlds except Satyaloka perish along with their presiding deities.
The sentient beings along with the elements face dissolution. All the
inanimate beings too perish.

30-33. The presiding deities of the Elements and some sages are left
out. All those established in Satyaloka remain asleep. They continue
to sleep till the end of the Kalpa. They are beyond the pale of sense-
organs. Again, at the end of the night, Brahma creates everything as
before. He creates the sages, the Devas, the Pitrs, the worlds, the Dharmas
and the different castes separately. Again the ten incarnations of the
discus-bearing Lord Visnu take place. All these are created invariably.
The Devas and the sages live till the end of the Kalpa of the Lord of
Sarasvati (Brahma).

34-39a. They are born again and they attain salvation along with
Brahma. Pious persons and honourable kings, those persons who had
attained Siddhi, those who had reached the supreme stage and those
who are established in Satyaloka, move about along with him. Those
who belong to that group, go again and are born in the different Gotras
with their respective names. They adhere to the Srutis. They are al-
ways engaged in their different actions. In regard to all the Daityas
(their salvation occurs) when Kali Yuga comes to a close.

Those who have hell as their abode, attain their goal along with
Kali. Those who are established in their group and others with their
names (?) are reborn according to their Karma and then perform their
respective duties.

I shall now tell the time cf creation and the time of salvation of
the Devas including Brahma. Listen with an attentive mind.'

I. VV 39b-50 describe the process of creation of the world and also the
exposition of the functions of four Vyuhas.
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39b-44a. One Wink of the Lord of Devas is considered to be equal
to a Kalpa of Brahma. At the end thereof occurs opening of the eyes
of the Lord, the crest-jewel of Devas. At the end of the Wink, he will
have the desire to create the worlds existing in his belly. He then
glances at all those many groups of Jivas within his belly, those Jivas
that are worthy of being created, those that are liberated and all those
who have met with Lingabhanga (the break-up of the subtle body—
Lingasarira?)

Those who are asleep, all those who are on the path (srtisthah?) all
those engulfed in darkness, those who had met with the break-up of the
subtle body in the previous Kalpa beginning with Brahma and ending
with Manus, the individual souls, the living-liberated ones, those that
have attained liberation, those that were liberated in the previous Kalpa
beginning with Brahma and ending with Manus stay within the belly
of Visnu, still absorbed in meditation.

44b-50. During the earlier part of the period of ‘opening of the eyes’,
the Lord assumes the four-fold manifestation (Vyiihas). On the basis
of the previous accumulation of good qualities, he grants the Sayujya
type of salvation to Brahma through a Vasudeva, a manifestation of the
Vyiuha (obscure).

Thereafter he grants Sayujya to the noble-souled ones conversant
with reality. Then the Lord grants Sarupya to some, Samipya to others
and Salokya to still others. Thereafter Lord Janardana espied all the
worlds that had been under the control of (the manifestation called)
Aniruddha. Handing them over to Pradyumna, he became inclined to-
wards creation. Through the fourfold set of forms with the full complc-
ment of good qualities, Hari, beginning with Vasudeva himself married
Maya, Jayakrti and Santi respectively. In collaboration with them, the
Lord of the nature of the four-fold manifestation produced the world of
diversified actions and temperament, though he himself is Pirnakama
(‘one who has realized all the desires’). At the end of Unmesa (‘open-
ing of the eyes’), Visnu once again resorted to Yogamaya.

51-52a. Through Sankarsana who is a manifestation in the Vyiiha,
he destroys this (universe) consisting of mobile and immobile beings.
Thus every activity of the Great Atman that could be thought of, has
been recounted. What cannot be thought of is very difficult to be imagined
or conceived even by Yogins including Brahma.

The hunter said:

52b-53a. What are the Bhagavata (pertaining to thé¢ Lord) rites?
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What are those whereby Visnu becomes pleased? I wish to hear about
them now. O sage, describe them to me.

Sankha said:

53b-55. Know that to be a Sattvika Dharma' whereby there shall be
purity of mind, which shall be helpful to good people and which is not
at all censured by anyone.

They know that Dharma to be Sattvika, the Dharma which is laid
down in Srutis and Smrtis, provided it is not attended with ardent
desires (for worldly pleasures) and is not antagonistic to worldly pur-
suits.

Those Dharmas are of four types according to the castes and the
stages of life.

56-59. They are classified into three other groups, viz. Nityas (daily
duties such as Sandhya prayers etc.), Naimittikas (occasioned by as-
tronomical positions and other causes) and Kamyas (performed for the
attainment of specific ends).

All those different duties (of the different castes) should be known
as Sattvika Dharmas when they are dedicated to Visnu. They are the
auspicious Bhagavata Dharmas.

The holy rites with dther presiding deities are considered to be
Rajasas (of the Rajasa type).

The wicked and atrocious rites with Yaksas, Raksasas, Pi§acas etc.
as the presiding deities, which are censured (by good people) and which
involve violence and injury (to others) are known as Tamasas (having
Tamoguna as the basis).

Those are known as Bhagavatas who strictly adhere to Sattva Guna
and perform the auspicious Sattvika Dharmas that cause delight unto
Visnu and who perform them regularly without any specific desire.

60. Those are indeed Bhagavatas whose mind is always attached
to Visnu, in whose tongue the name of the Lord is present and in whose
heart the feet of the Lord are enshrined.

61. Those who are engaged in good conduct, those who render
help to all and those who are always free from Mamata (sense of “my-
ness”, self-interest) are known as Bhagavatas.

62. Those who have full faith in the scriptural texts, their precep-

1. VV 53-92 define and describe Sattvika Dharmas, who are Bhagavatas and
allied topics. The Vai§akha Dharmas included here too, are stated in a nutshell
(vv 71-92).
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tor, pious and honourable men and good activities, and those who are
always devoted to Visnu are known as Bhagavatas.

63. The Dharmas esteemed by Bhagavatas, those that are ever
dear to Visnu, and which are laid down in Srutis and Smirtis are con-
sidered eternal.

64-68. In regard to those people whose mind is attracted by sensual
pleasures, wandering over all the lands, seeing (performance) of all
holy rites and listening to all Dharmas does not serve any purpose like
an excellent young women in regard to a eunuch.

Merely by looking at pious and honourable men the mind of good
people begins to melt like a slab of the moon-stone (Candrakantasila)
that comes into contact with the rays of the Moon.

In some places, by listening to excellent scriptural texts, the mind
of good men being unaffected by sensual pleasures remains pure and
refulgent like a sun-stone (Suryakantasila) due to contact with the rays
of the Sun.

A Dharma always liked by Visnpu and faithfully resorted to by the
people devoid of desires is considered to bc a Bhagavata Dharma.

69. Many holy rites observed by them yield benefit here and here-
after. They give delight to Visnu. They are subtle and conducive to
liberation from all miseries.

70. Just as one takes out the essence, butter, from curds, so also
the Lord, residing in the Milk Ocean, has taken out the Dharma per-
taining to Vai§akha and recounted it to Rama with a desire for the
welfare of all.

71-75. The following are the holy rites destructive of sins: Making
cool shady places along the roads, endowing free-water booths for dis-
tributing drinking water, fanning with hand fans, offering of utensils
and furniture, gift of umbrella and shoes, gift of camphor and swect
scents, digging of tanks, wells and lakes if one has the money and other
facilities, gift of sweet drinks in the evening, gift of flowers, gift of
betel leaves and that of milk products are particularly destructive of
sins. Gift of butter-milk with a pinch of salt to one who is weary on
the way, applying oil to the body, washing of the feet of Brahmanas,
gift of mats, blankets and cots, gift of cows and of gingelly seeds
mixed with honey are destructive of sins.

76-78. Giving sugarcane stumps in the evening, gift of sweet con-
coction from cucumber and medicine and offerings to manes: these are
the holy activities particularly mentioned for this month which is a
favourite month of Madhava.
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A devotee should take his holy bath early in the morning at sunrise.
He should listen to the chanting (of the Vedic Mantras) done by Brahmanas.
He should then perform his daily round of duties and then worship
Madhusiidana. With great concentration he should listen to the story
pertaining to the month of Vai$akha.

79-85. The devotee should avoid applying oil to the body; he should
not take meal in a bell-metal vessel; he should not take forbidden food.
He should not indulge in idle talk and gossip. He should abstain from
eating bottle-gourd, garlic, carrot, gingelly seed-cake or eatables pre-
pared from gingelly powder, gruel made by fermentation of boiled rice,
burnt rice, Ghrtakosataki, Upodaki, Kalinga, Sisusaka, pterygosperma,
potherb, Dolichos lablab, horsegram, Masiira pulse, eggplants, Wrightia
antidysenteria, the grain eaten by poor people viz. Paspalum scrobiculatum,
Amaranthus polygonoides, safflower prepared as potherb, radish, Ficus
religiosa, Aegle marmelos, and Cordia latifolia. A wise devotee should
avoid all these in this month much liked by Madhava.

By eating any of these he shall definitely be reborn as a Candala
and then in hundreds of animal wombs (species). There is no doubt
about it. Thus the devotee should perform the Vrata for the whole
month for propitiating the Slayer of Madhu. When the Vrata is con-
cluded, the devotee should make an image of the Lord.

86. The image of Lord Madhusiidana should be given to a Brahmana
along with clothes, monetary gifts etc. after duly being worshipped
with all necessary offerings.

87-88a. On the twelfth day in the bright half of Vai§akha the devo-
tee should eagerly give curd-ricc (boiled rice mixed with curds) along
with a pot full of water, fruits, betel leaves and nonetary gifts (saying)
“I give this unto Dharmaraja. May Yama be pleased with it.”

88b-91. It should be given with the sacred thread worn over the
right shoulder after uttering the name and Gotra of the fathers and
manes. Thus the devotce should give rice mixed with curds for the sake
of the pleasure of the manes. Similarly he should give to the preceptors
too and afterwards to Visnu.

“I give unto you, O Visnu, excellent cool water and rice mixed
with curds. It is kept in a bell-metal vessel. It is offered along with
betel leaves and monetary gifts, edible foodstuffs and fruits. I wish to
go unto the world of Visnu.”

After offering this he should give a cow in accordance with his
capacity, to a person having a large family.

92-95. If a person performs this monthly Vrata with sincerity, he
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shall be rid of all his sins. He shall redeem a hundred generations of
his family. Even as all living beings keep in looking at him, he shall
pass beyond the sphere of the Sun and go to the highest abode of Visnu
inaccessible even to Yogins.

When the excellent Brahmana went on explaining thus the holy
rites pertaining to Vai§akha, recounted by Visnu, asked by the hunter
and (considered) exceedingly good, a banyan tree with five big branches
fell down even as all of them were looking on. From that tree a very
long cruel serpent that was hidden in a hollow left aside his body and
sinful birth. He stood there with palms joined in reverence and with

his head bowed down.

CHAPTER TWENTYONE
Birth of Valmiki

Srutadeva said:

1-3. Along with the hunter Sankha became surprised. He asked
him, “Who may you be? Whence have you been in this plight? O
gentle Sir, what is that holy rite whereby your mind has become aus-
piciously inclined? How did you get liberated so suddenly? Tell this
in detail.”

On being asked thus by Sankha, he fell on the ground like a staff;
with palms joined in reverence and bowing down his head with humil-
ity, he spoke these words:

4-6. (The redeemed serpent said':) “Formerly I was a very talk-
ative Brahmana in Prayaga. I was endowed with handsome features and
prime of youth. I was very proud on account of my learning. I had
abundant wealth and many sons. I had the defect of always behaving
arrogantly. I was the son of Sage Kusida, Rocana by name. These were
my activities: Sitting quietly, lying down, sleeping, having sexual inter-
course, gambling, gossiping and usury.

7.  Being apprehensive of public censure, I used to perform hypo-
critically even the subtlest of traditional (religious) rites. But I never
had any faith in them.

1. The story of redemption of Rocana from the serpent-species by simply
hearing the Vaiakha Vratas is meant for the glorification of the Vai§akha Vratas.
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8-12. 1, who was thus wicked and of perverted mind, passed a great
deal of time. Once in the month of Vai$akha, a Brahmana named Jayanta,
expounded the holy rites enjoined for that month dear to the Lord.

Men and women among the meritorious Brahmanas residing in that
holy place, Ksatriyas, Vai§yas and thousands of Siidras took bath early
in the morning and worshipped the immutable Lord Madhusiidana.
Thereafter, they used to listen to the story recounted by Jayanta. All
of them were pure (in body and mind). They observed silence. They
were interested in stories of Vasudeva. They were devoutly engaged
in the holy rites of Vai§akha. They were devoid of hypocrisy and la-
ziness. I entered that assembly out of curiosity and with a desire to see
(what was going on there).

13-16. Wearing a turban, I did not bow down my head. 1 had betel-
leaves still in my mouth. I did not take away the shirt that had been
worn by me. Taking interest in gossip and rumour, I disturbed the (at-
mosphere of the) holy story. The mind of everyone became unsteady
(and distracted) on account of the gossip.

Some time I stretched the clothes; some time I censured the people.
I laughed loudly on some occasion. Thus the time was spent by me till
the conclusion (of the discourse). Afterwards due to the same fault, I
had a loss of memory immediately. I became short-lived. On the next
day, I died as a result of the combined derangement of all the humours.

17-21. I fell into the hell Halahala filled with molten lead and
experienced the tortures therein for fourteen Manvantaras.

I was born in succession in all the eight million four hundred thou-
sand species of living beings. Now I lived on this tree a hundred Yojanas
high and ten Yojanas in girth. I lived here in a-hollow seven Yojanas
long, as a cruel serpent of Tamasa nature. Oppressed by that early
(sinful and indecent) action (of mine), I have been staying here in the
form of a serpent thus. Ten thousand years have elapsed since I began
to live in this hollow without getting any food. Fortunately, I heard
through my pair of eyes (which happened to be my ears too) the nectar-
like story that issued from your lotus-like mouth. Hence, O sage, all
my inauspiciousness has been destroyed.

22. I have discarded my form of a serpent and have become a
person of divine form. With palms joined in reverence I bow down to
you. I take refuge in your feet.

23-26. In which birth you were my kinsman, I do not know, O ex-
cellent sage. No one has been helped by me (so far). How could I be
sympathetic to good people?
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Honourable and pious men are of impartial mind. They are always
compassionate towards all living beings. They are by nature ready to
help others. Their mind is not otherwise. Bless me now, so that my
mind will be inclined towards Dharma. One should never forget Visnu,
the Discus-bearing Lord. Let there be constant association with great
men of saintly conduct. Let there be poverty alone, to act as the
greatest collyrium (to dispel) the blindness due to arrogance.”

27-29. Thus he eulogized him in various ways and bowed down to
him again and again. With palms joined in reverence, he made obei-
sance to him and stood in front of him silently. Sanikha was completely
overwhelmed with love. He lifted him up with both the hands and
stroked his limbs with his highly auspicious hand, without any undue
excitement. He blessed the Brahmana in divine form. With great kind-
ness he spoke to him immediately, about the future events:

30. “O Brahmana, all your bondage has been destroyed immedi-
ately after listening to the greatness of the month as well as to that
of Hari.

31. After wiping out the stigma, you will go back to the earth
once again and be born again as an excellent Brahmana in the meri-
torious land of Dasarna.

32.  You will be famous by the name Vedasarma. You will be an
expert in all the Vedas. There you will have perfect and auspicious
recollection of the previous births.

33. With the recollection of unbroken sequence (of events), you
will become splendid. You will eschew all sorts of attachments to the
mundane pleasures. You will perform all the holy rites laid down for
the month of Vaisakha which is so dear to Hari.

34. In that birth you will be free from the Dvandvas (mutually
opposed pairs), devoid of desire, devoted to the preceptors, unattached
to sensuous feelings and with all the sense-organs perfectly under con-
trol. You will be talking about the stories of Visnu constantly.

35. Then you will attain Siddhi with all the bondages cut asunder.
You will go to the greatest abode inaccessible even through Yogic
practices.

36-38. Do not be afraid, dear son; with my favour you will secure
welfare. If anyone utters at least once the sin-dispelling name of Visnu
for the sake of fun or out of fear, anger or hatred, with love, affection
or great desire, even the greatest of sinners goes to the abode of Visnu
devoid of ailments. Then those who are endowed with faith and com-
passion, those who have subdued anger and the sense-organs will still
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certainly go there on hearing the story (of the Lord).

39. Even if they are devoid of all Dharmas, some attain the great-
est region of Visnu through devotion alone if they are engaged in
talking about (or listening to) the story (of the Lord).

40. With a (feigned) devotion prompted by hatred etc., some at-
tend upon and serve Visnu. They too go to the greatest region like
Piitana who destroyed (various) lives.

41. One should be constantly associated with great men and ex-
change words with them. It is an injunction laid down in the Vedas that
this must be followed by those who are desirous of salvation.

42. This exchange of words causes destruction of the sins of com-
mon people. In the course of the utterance of the names of the infinite
Lord during these exchanges of words, mistakes may happen in every
verse. Still honourable and pious people hear, sing about and praise the
names of the Lord associated with his fame.

43. (Defective Text) The Lord does not wish to give (his devo-
tees) strain in the course of their service to himself; nor does he want
them to waste their beauty and youth (?). On being remembered but
once, he grants them his refulgent abode. Who will not seek refuge in
one who 1s (so) merciful?

44. Seek refuge in the self-same Narayana who is free from blames
and defects, who is fond of his devotees, who (though) unmanifest can
be realized through the mind and who is a storehouse of mercy.

45. Perform all these holy rites laid down for the month of Vai§akha,
O highly intelligent one. Delighted on account of it, the Lord of the
universe will confer welfare upon you.”

46. After saying this, the sage stopped. The man in divine form
glanced at the hunter with great surprise and spoke once again to the
eminent sage:

The Divine Person said:

47-48. I am contented. I am blessed by you, the compassionate one,
O Sankha. Fortunately my evil birth has ceased to be. I have attained
the greatest goal.

After saying this he circumambulated the sage. On being permitted
by him, he went to heaven.

Then the evening set in. O king, Sankha was duly propitiated by
the hunter.

49-54. He performed the evening Sandhya rites and passed the re-
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maining part of the night recounting the anecdotes of various kings,
Devas and (other) noble-souled ones, as well as the Lord’s graceful
sports and discourses in the course of his (the Lord’s) incarnations.

(On the next day) he got up in the Brahma Muhiirta (i.e. before
dawn), washed his feet and silently meditated on Brahman that re-
deems everyone from worldly turmoil. He then performed all his daily
round of excellent duties beginning with bodily cleanliness. When in
Vai$akha, the Sun was in Aries, he look his bath before sunrise. He
performed Sandhya prayers and other holy rites and offered libations
to all (the Pitrs). Thereafter, with great delight in his mind he called
the hunter and sprinkled the holy water on his head. Then he imparted
to him the two-syllabled name Rama which is more splendid than and
superior to the Devas. (Then he said:)

“Everyone of the names of Visnu is considered to be superior to all
the Vedas. Of all the innumerable names, the thousand names called
Visnu-Sahasranama are very superior. The name Rama is on a par with
those thousand names.

55-59. Hence, O hunter, repeat that name Rama continuously. Per-
form all these holy rites till death, O hunter. Thereby you will be
reborn in the family of sage Valmika. You will attain fame on the
earth by the name Vamiki.”!

Having instructed the hunter thus, he started towards the southern
quarter. The hunter circumambulated him and bowed to him repeat-
edly. After following him for a short distance he halted there looking
after him till he went out of (the range of) his sight. With pangs of
separation, he began to cry. He returned with great difficulty, thinking
about him alone in his heart.

He planted some trees and made a park on the way. A free-water
booth was constructed free from all impurities. Then he performed all
those very excellent holy rites laid down for the month of Vai§akha.

1. Our text gives a different version of the birth of Valmiki. According to
the current version, a Vyadha, robber of forest travellers, repents for his evil
deeds when asked by Narada to enquire if the members of his family would share
his sins and met with their refusal to do so. The Vyadha requests Narada to redeem
him. Narada gave him ‘Rama’ mantra. The Vyadha was so engrossed in meditation
on Ridma that an anthill grew around him. Hence he became known as Valmiki
(Valmika: an anthill). He became famous as the author of Ramayana. Our text makes
the Vyadha to take birth from sage Valmika, an epithet of sage Krnu whose body
was covered with an anthill. The son of Kmu alias Valmika became known as
Vilmiki, the famous author of Ramayana. The credit of all this is given to the
efficacy of VaiSakha Vratas (v 69). g
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60-63. With the fruits of wild wood-apples, jack-fruit, rose-apples
and mangoes, he provided food for wayfarers who were overcome with
fatigue. He removed the fatigue of the perspiring pedestrians by means
of umbrellas and fans, footwears and sandalpastes and cool shady places
here and there spread with fine sand particles. He took his bath early
in the morning and repeated the “Rama” Mantra day and night. The
hunter was reborn as the son of Valmika.

64-68. There was a certain sage named Krnu. He performed a very
severe penance on the banks of that lake without any external move-
ment. As great deal of time elapsed, an anthill covered his body. So
they began to call him Valmika when he ceased to perform the pen-
ance. When Krnu began to recollect worldly affairs, the sage began to
think about women, O king. Then he had a seminal discharge. A female
dancer grasped it and the hunter was reborn of her. He became well-
known in all the worlds as Valmiki. It was he who made the story of
Rama popular in the world by means of his charming verses. The divine
story of Rama that dispelled the bondage of Karmas was thus popular-
ized by him through his composition.

69. See, O king, the greatness of Vai§akha that yields prosperity
even today. Even a hunter attained the rare status of a sage by making
the gift of footwears.

70. He who listens to or recounts this great narrative that makes
hair stand on end (as a Sattvika Bhava) and that dispels sins shall not
suck the breasts any more (i.e. will attain liberation).

CHAPTER TWENTYTWO
Liberation of Pitrs

Maithileya asked:

1-6a. What are the meritorious lunar days in the month of Vai§akha?
What are the different charitable gifts recommended particularly in
those Tithis? What are those Tithis which are very popular in the
world? Speak out in detail.

Srutadeva said:

(All) the thirty Tithis are meritorious in Vai§akha when the Sun is
in Aries. -
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What is performed on the Ekadasi (Eleventh) day is highly merito-
rious. It shall be crores and crores of times efficacious. He who takes
a plunge in the water on the eleventh day attains the merit which is
obtained by means of all charitable gifts and that benefit which is
obtained in all the Tirthas. Holy bath, charitable gift, penance, Homa,
worship of the Deity, good holy rites and listening to the story: all
these bring about salvation instantaneously. One who is afflicted with
sickness etc., and assailed by poverty shall become contented and
blessed by listening to this meritorious story.

6b-10. One who spends these auspicious days without taking bath
and without charitable gifts is proclaimed as a big (sinner on a par
with) a slayer of cows and parents or as an ungrateful fellow. Water
reservoirs are within our reach. Our body is under our own control.

Madhava is to be served mentally; the time is very excellent with
very good qualities; and pious men are full of mercy. Who then does
not serve Madhava (the Lord, the month of Vai§akha)?

Holy rites in Vai§akha can be performed with the greatest ease by
the poor, the rich, lame ones, blind ones, eunuchs, widows, men, women,
teen-aged ones, youths, old people and those who are laid up with
sickness.

11-15. At the advent of this month, perform all these auspicious
rites. Who will not endeavour for this? Who is more auspicious than
that man? One who does not perform these easy rites is a base man.
There is no doubt about this that hells are easily within his reach.

Now I shall mention the Tithi that is the most excellent one in that
month that dispels all sins. I shall mention the essence like butter that
is taken from curds.

In the highly meritorious month of Caitra (?) when the Sun is in
Aries, that Tithi has the Manes for its deity (new-moon day?). It is
destructive of sins. It yields the benefit of crores of Gayas. In this
connection an ancient story about Pitrs is heard. Listen, O king, to that
good story (which happened) when Savarni was ruling the earth.

16. At the end of the thirtieth Kaliyuga which is devoid of all
Dharmas, there was a certain Brahmana well-known as Dharmavarna
in the land of Anarta.

17-18. The sage had already observed in the first quarter of that
same Kaliyuga, O king, that the people were engrossed in sins. At that
time of Kaliyuga which was devoid of Dharmas fixed for different
castes, once he went to the holy place of Puskara where the noble-
souled sages were engaged in a Sattra (sacrifice of a long duration)
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along with the observance of the vow of silence.

19. The sages held a discourse on scriptural topics. Some of them
who were habituated to the performance of holy rites praised Kaliyuga.

20. The merit of propitiating Madhava which could be accom-
plished in the course of one year in Krtayuga could be accomplished
in a month in Tretayuga, O king, and the same in a fortnight in Dvaparayuga.

21. Ten times that merit can be achieved through the remem-
brance of Visnu in Kaliyuga. Even the least bit of meritorious deed in
Kaliyuga will have crores of times the benefit.

22-24. In Kaliyuga which is devoid of mercy and meritorious deeds,
which is bereft of charitable gifts and other holy rites, he who shows
mercy and makes any gift after uttering the name of Hari but once,
shall go up (to higher regions) certainly. So also the person who gives
food during a famine.

While this topic was being discussed thus, Sage Narada came there.
He caught hold of his own penis with one hand and the tongue with the
other and began to laugh like a madmen. The excellent sage began to
dance too.

25-30. Those who were in the assembly asked him, O Narada, what
is this?”

That highly intelligent sage replied to them all while continuing to
dance and laugh: “On account of pleasure. Since it has been mentioned
by you who have sanctified your own souls and who are dancing (?)
There is no doubt about it. We are all (persons who have) realized
souls. The meritorious Kali has arrived. It is true. There is no doubt
about it that much is achieved through very little. Merely by remem-
bering Kesava, the destroyer of pain, we can make him delighted.

Still I will have to tell you that two things cannot be accomplished
definitely, dear sons, viz. curb on the penis (sex instinct) and check on
the tongue permanently. If both of them are under the control of any-
one, he shall become Janardana. Hence, at the time of the advent of
Kaliyuga, you all must not stay here. Leave off this heretic Bharata'
and go anywhere else as you please, to any of the lands where your
mind feels delighted.”

31. On hearing these words of his, the honourable sages of holy
rites concluded the Sattra and went away as they pleased.

32-36. On hearing them, Dharmavarna too felt inclined to abandon

1. The strange belief is that the influence of Yuga-System is limited to Bhirata.
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the country. He observed the holy rite conducive to increasing reful-
gence in order to survey the misdeeds in the Kali Age. He took up his
staff and waterpot and proceeded wearing bark garments and matted
hair.

With his mind struck with wonder, he saw cruel people and atro-
cious rogues indulging in the commission of sinful deeds.! All the
Brahmanas were heretic and the Stidras became recluses. Wife hated
husband and disciple hated preceptor. Servant became the murderer of
master and son was engaged in slaying father. All Brahmanas mostly
resembled $ﬁdras; all cows resembled goats; the Vedas became folk-
lore and auspicious holy rites (prescribed in Vedas etc.) became de-
graded like ordinary everyday activities.

37. Evil spirits, ghosts and vampires became deities bestowing
benefits. Cruel people engaged in sinful activities worshipped them
alone sincerely.

38 All the people were eagerly engaged in sexual intercourse,
willing to abandon even their lives for that purpose. They committed
perjury. They were all deceitful in their minds.

39. In Kali Age, there was always one thing in the mind, another
in the utterance and still another in their action. To everyone Vidya
(higher learning) became only a means for achieving some selfish in-
terest. That became worthy of adoration even in royal palaces.

40. In Kali Age, the fine arts including music and allied arts came
to be liked and specially patronized by kings. The lowly and the vulgar
ones became greatly esteemed and not the excellent ones.

41. In Kali Yuga, all the Brahmanas well-versed in the Vedas
would become poverty-stricken. Devotion to Visnu generally becomes
conspicuous by its absence.

42. Every holy spot generally became prominent resort of her-
etics. Stidras became expounders of Dharmas. They became ascetics
with matted hair in Kali Age.

43. All men were short-lived. All the people became ruthless rogues.
All professed to be expounders of Dharma and all felt festive gaiety
in pilfering and plundering.

44-45. People wish that they should be worshipped by others. They
are engaged in futile accusations and censures of others. If the lord
and master were to visit one’s house, others became jealous of it.

In Kali Age a brother may carnally approach his sister and a father,

1. For lhergrucsomc picture of the Kali age compare Mbh.uS&nu' 69.80-97,
BdP 1.ii.29.5-21; BhP XII.1-2; VP VI.I. ‘
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his own daughter. All people became enamoured of Sidra women; all
were fascinated by the charms of harlots.

46. People ignored good and honourable men. They hououred those
having committed many sins. Foolishly stubbomn persons eagerly pointed
out even a single defect of good men.

47. Defects and blemishes of sinners are spoken of as good quali-
ties. In Kali (Age) all the people devoid of good qualities, take only
defects into account.

48-51. People were endowed with the characteristic quality of the
leech which drinks only blood and not milk, not even water. Medicines
become devoid of (their) potency; the seasons have undergone reverse
changes.

There is famine in all the kingdoms. No woman delivered children
at the right time. In Kali Age, men take great pleasure and interest in
the arts of actors and dancers.

Foolish and stupid persons looked upon honourable men as their
servants—those men who were superior in qualities and were engaged
in the study of Vedas and Vedantas.

People had abandoned Sraddha rites. All the people left off the holy
rites laid down in the Vedas. The names of Visnu never occur on their
tongues. The romantic sentiment of love gave them great bliss. They
sang songs of erotic nature.

52. There was no service to Visnu; no discussion of scriptural
topics. There was no initiation for the purpose of sacrifices. There was
not even the least consideration. No pilgrimage was undertaken; no
charitable gifts were given; and no holy rites were performed by people
during Kali Age. It was something surprising.

53. On seeing those things, Dharmavarna became exceedingly
surprised and very much frightened. On seeing the whole race heading
towards destruction, he went to another continent.

54-56. After wandering over all the continents and worlds that in-
telligent (Brahmana) went once to the world of Pitrs out of curiosity.
There he saw his own Manes and ancestors in a terrible plight. Due
to their Karmas, they were exhausted and weary. They ran about here
and there. They cried and lamented. Some of them had fallen into a
blinding dark well. Some were about to fall therein.'

1. The birth of a son for the continuity of the family was looked upon as
essential for providing food and water to the departed forefathers (vv 77-83). This
figurative description of manes about to fall in abysmal depth is found in Mbh and

other Puranas.
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57-60. They were miserably suspended at the tip of a Diirva grass.
They were suspicious and afraid of its snapping and giving way at any
moment. Then there came a mouse to the very root of the Diirva grass.
Three-fourths of the root were already gnawed and only one part re-
mained. On seeing the root gradually wearing off, they were miserable
with agony.

When they looked down, they saw the blinding dark well exceed-
ingly terrible because of the impending fall of the embankment. It was
very difficult to be surmounted. It was exceedingly terrible. It was
brought about by their own Karmas. They were (therefore) extremely
miserable. The space ahead too was unsurmountable and devoid of any
support.

On seeing them the compassionate Brahmana was wonder-struck
and he spoke these words:

61-66. “Who may you be? What is that insurmountable Karma whereby
you have fallen into this? In whose Gotra were you born? How will you
get a sure liberation? Tell this and it will be conducive to your wel-
fare.” On being told thus, those Manes became exceedingly miserable
on account of those words. They spoke to him in pitiable tone and
words, they who kept Dharma and Srutis ahead (of everything else).

The Manes said:

We belong to Srivatsa Gotra. We are (almost) devoid of progeny on
the earth. We are denied the Pindas (rice-ball offerings) and Sraddha
rites. Therefore, we are scorched and agonized. It was on account of
the sins that our race became issueless in this Kaliyuga. As the race
has become extinct, there is no one to give us the Pindas. Therefore,
we, the wretched ones, devoid of progeny, are about to fall into the
blinding dark well. There is only one in our race, Dharmavarna of great
reputation. But he is unattached to worldly affairs. He is single (un-
married). He has not adopted the life of a householder.

67. Thanks to this (single) progeny, we somehow hold on, being
supported by the single blade of Diirva grass. Since (he) has no progeny
the mouse gnaws at its root everyday.

68. Since only one is remaining a bit of the blade of grass is left.
O gentle Sir, look (how) it is being gnawed by the mouse.

69. At the end of his life, O dear one, the mouse will take away
the rest of the grass too. Thereafter we should fall into the blinding
darkness of the well that cannot be surmounted.
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70. Hence go to the earth and enlighten Dharmavarna, the sage
who is averse to a householder’s life, through our words, as we are
worthy of his compassion:

71-75. “Your ancestors are extremely agonized. They have fallen
into hell. They were seen by me suspended by a Diirva blade and about
to fall into the insurmountable blinding darkness of the abysmal well.
That Dirva is symbolic of this family. O sage, the mouse is Time and
it gnaws at its root everyday.

The family is gradually heading towards destruction. You alone are
left. Hence, O sage, although three-fourths of the Dirva grass have
perished, one part still remains, since you are present on the earth. As
your life wanes away, the mouse goes on eating bit by bit. When you
ultimately die, you and we will fall together in the deep well of blind-
ing darkness as (the family) will be bereft of all progeny.

76. Hence adopt the life of a householder and raise a family. Thereby
you and we shall undoubtedly have the uplift.

77-82. Many sons are to be sought after so that at least one of them
may go to Gaya, or perform a horse-sacrifice or ritualistically dis-
charge a dark-coloured bull.

Even if one of them performs on our behalf, holy bath, Sraddha or
charitable gifts in the month of Vai§akha, Magha or Karttika, we shall
be lifted up and be redeemed from hell. One of them will be a devotee
of Visnu. One of them may observe (fast etc.) on the day of Hari (i.e.
on the eleventh lunar day). Or one of them may listen to the sin-de-
stroying story of Visnu. Thereby a hundred generations preceding him
and a hundred generations following him will never see hell even if
they are surrounded by sins.

Of what avai! are many other sons devoid of compassion and holy
rites, who, though born in the family, do not certainly worship Visnu,
Narayana?

All people know that a man devoid of a son does not attain good
world. There too, that progeny which is endowed with mercifulness is
very rare.”

83-88. Enlighten him through these kind and sincere words. Though
he is unattached to worldly affairs, make him inclined towards the life
of a householder.

On hearing these words of the ancestors, Dharmavarna was exceed-
ingly surprised and bewildered. He bowed down to them. He cried; he
had a shivering sensation. With palms joined in reverence, he said: “I
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am a member of your family, Dharmavarna by name. I have been per-
tinacious. At the sacrificial chamber I heard the words of Nasada, the
noble-souled (sage), that no one has control over the tongue or the
organ of generation in Kaliyuga. On the earth, I saw those sinful people
too. I became frightened and suspicious. Afraid of association with
wicked people, I wandered over the world and stayed in other conti-
nents. Three quarters of Kaliyuga have passed off. Even in the last
quarter, O Pitrs, three and a half parts have passed off.

89-96. I am (was) not aware of your misery. My life has gone in
vain. I did not pay off my debts to the Pitrs of the family where I was
born. Of what avail is that son born to one, if that son is a burden unto
the earth and an enemy unto one, if that son does not worship Visnu,
Pitrs, Devas and sages? I shall carry out your behest. Command me so
that there is no danger (evil influence) of Kali and there is no trouble
due to worldly existence. Command me as to my duties in the world
as a son.”

On being told thus by the intelligent Dharmavarna who belonged to
their own family, (the Pitrs) became pacified to a little extent in their
minds, O king, and they said thus:

“0O son, see this plight of your noble-souled Pitrs. They are about
to fall due to the absence of progeny. They have the support of only
the Durva blade. You do adopt the life of a householder and redeem
us by means of progeny. Those who are attached to the stories of Visnu,
those who remember Hari always, those who are engaged in good con-
duct, are not harassed by Kali. Kali does not afflict that person in
whose house there is a Saligrama stone, O bestower of honour, or in
whose house there is Mahabharata.

97. Kali does not afflict that person who is engaged in holy rites
of Vaisakha,' who is devoted to holy bath in the month of Magha and
who offers lamps in the month of Karttika.

98. Kali does not afflict that person who listens everyday to the
story of Visnu, the Supreme Atman, the story that destroys sins, that
is divine and that bestows salvation.

99. Kali does not oppress that person in whose house Vaisvadeva
sacrifice is performed, in whose house there is a splendid Tulasi plant
and in whose courtyard there is a splendid cow, an auspicious cow.

100-102. Hence there is nothing to be afraid of in this Yuga, though

1. VV 97-102: Vaisakha Vratas nullified the effects of Kali.
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it is full of sins. Do go to the earth quickly, O dear son. This month
named Madhava (Vai$§akha) is conducive to the help of everyone, when
the Sun is in Aries. All the thirty lunar days, when the Sun is in Aries,
are meritorious. A meritorious deed performed in each of these Tithis
shall have crores and crores of times the ment. There too the Amavasya
(new-moon day) in the month of Caitra is a bestower of salvation on
men.

103-108a. It is something that causes delight to Pitrs and Devas. It
brings about salvation immediately.

Those who perform Sraddha on behalf of Pitrs on that day, along
with the offerings of rice-balls and a pot of water, will attain inex-
haustible benefit.

O son, if Sraddha is performed on the new-moon day in the month
of Caitra, it is as good as Sriddha performed in the sacred place of
Gaya and the benefit will be crores of times more.

Even if the Sraddha is performed on the new-moon day in the month
of Caitra with mere greens, it is as good as a crore Sraddhas are per-
formed by him at Gaya. There is no doubt about it.

If a person does not offer a pot filled with sweet drinks rendered
fragrant with camphor and agallochum on the new-moon day in the
month of Caitra, he is a murderer of Pitrs. There is no doubt about it.

He who offers a bamboo shoot along with sweet drinks on the new-
moon day in the month of Caitra and performs Sraddha rite with great
devotion, causes uplift of the family.

108b-112. Thanks to the gift of the water-pot, a nectar-shedding
river shall flow in the world of the Manes, with cooked rice, pulse,
ghee, sweet pie, foodstuffs to be licked and sipped as well as milk-
puddings forming the marshy bed of that river, in regard to those who
offer Sraddha, charitable gift etc.

Hence, do go quickly and when the new-moon day arrives, O highly
intelligent one, perform the Sraddha and the offerings of rice-balls
along with a pot of water. Adopt the life of a householder for the
purpose of helping all. Become satisfied in respect of Dharma, Artha
and Kama. Beget excellent progeny. Thereafter you shall adopt the life
of ascetics and wander over all continents as you please.”

On being commanded thus by the Pitrs, the sage hurriedly went to
the earth.

113-115. In the meritorious month of Caitra when the Sun was in
Aries, he took his holy bath in the morning. He performed water liba-
tions to Manes, Devas, and sages. He performed the Sraddha rites with
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the offerings of water-pot destructive of sins. Thereby he brought about
the salvation of the Pitrs without return. He married a chaste woman
and begot sons. He made that Tithi that is destructive of sins very
famous in the world.

116-117. He himself then joyously went to Gandhamadana. Hence
this Tithi named Darsa (new-moon day) in the month of Caitra, is
exceedingly meritorious. No other Tithi equal to this is seen or heard.

CHAPTER TWENTYTHREE

The Greatness of Aksaya Trtiya

Srutadeva said:

1-5 Now I shall narrate the sin-destroying special efficacy of
Aksayatrtlya occurring in the bright half of Vaisakha.

All those who take the holy bath early in the morning at sunrise on
that day, shall be rid of sins. They will go to the great region of Visnu.

If a person offers water libation with the Devas, Pitrs and sages in
view, it is as good as the performance of Vedic studies, of sacrifices
and of a hundred Sraddhas by him.

Men who worship Madhusiidana and listen to the (divine) story on
the Aksayatrtiya day are partakers of salvation.

If people make charitable gifts on that day for the propitiation of
the Slayer of Madhu, it will have auspicious and inexhaustible benefit
at the bidding of the Slayer of Madhu (Visnu).

6.  This Tithi is exceedingly auspicious. It has Devas, sages and
Pitrs as its deities. It accords satisfaction unto all these threc, when
the eternal Dharma is performed (on this day).

7. I shall tell, O tiger among kings, the reason for which this
Tithi has become famous. Listen to it with great mental concentration.

8.  Formerly Purandara fought with Bali. Thereafter Devas and
Daityas fought with each other.

9-14. After defeating Bali and forcing him to stay in the nether
worlds, he (Indra) came to the earth once again. He went to the her-
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mitage of (Brhaspati's brother) Utathya.! There he saw his wife who
was pregnant and hence could walk only very slowly. She was well
adorned with a girdle tied to her tremulous hips. The sweet jingling
sound of the bangles surpassed that of the inebriated bees and cuckoos.
She had beautiful garments of various colours. The beautiful lady was
sweet-voiced with beautiful smiles. Her pair of breasts resembled a
pair of very fine pitchers. Her eyes were like blue lilies. When she
laughed her face resembled a lotus. She appeared very charming with
her pale cheeks resembling the interior of a Ketaki flower-bunch. On
account of weariness she took deep breaths. Her eyes indicated her
pitiable plight. She lay somewhere near the entrance to the hut. She
was asleep on her bed. On seeing her, Indra became enamoured and
raped her though she was pregnant.?

15. The foetus in the womb became miserable and feared that it
might fall out. Hence, it closed the vaginal passage by means of its
foot.

16. Thereupon, the seminal fluid of the enemy of Bali became
scattered on the ground. Therefore Lord Indra became furious with the
foetus.

17-19. With the edge of the eyes turned red like copper, he furiously
cursed him: “O wicked one, become blind at the very birth, since you
have insulted me by closing the vaginal passage.” Thereafter, the son
named Dirghatapas was born. (Defective Text) Jalata (?) was born
from the seminal fluid that was scattered (on the ground) by the foot.
Afterwards Indra was afraid of the curse of the sage and he went away.
All the religious students laughed on seeing Indra running.

20. Thereupon he became ashamed and went to a splendid cave
of Meru. Remaining concealed there, he performed a great and fierce
penance.

. The story of Indra’s rape and subsequent hiding, Asuras’ conquest of Svarga,
Brhaspati’s attribution of Indra’s act to previous Karmas and request to Indra to
rejoin his only post of Indra, is not known to Mbh, BhP and other Puranas. This
story is found in this Purana only and is meant for the glorification of Aksaya
Trtiya.

As a matter of fact, this Tithi is regarded meritorious as the Krtayuga began
on this day and this Tithi secures permanency to actions performed on this day.

2. In VaP 11.37. 37-42, this shameful rape mentioned in v 14 here is attributed
to Brhaspati who raped his brother Aija’s wife Mamata, not that of Utathya. The
foetus cursed to be blind by him is Dirghatamas and not Dirghatapas as given here.

It may be noted that out of 96 incidents about Indra recorded in the Puranic
Encyclopedia not a single one mentions this act with reference to Utathya's wife
and his subsequent hiding in Mt. Meru.
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21-26. When Devendra resided on Meru, lying concealed there on
account of shame, Bali and other Daityas came to know of it through
spies. They attacked Suras and rejoiced at Amaravati. Bali became
Indra. The powerful ones including Sambara enjoyed the prosperity and
riches of the Guardians of the Quarters, when the kingdom of the heaven-
dwellers became devoid of a lord. Unable to know where their protec-
tor was, Devas with Agni at their head asked holy Lord Dhisana (i.e.
Jupiter or Brhaspati), the sinless preceptor of Devas. They asked him
about Indra: “Where does our lord stay? This kingdom of the heaven-
dwellers is devoid of its leader (and hence) it is attacked by Daityas.
Why does the lord not return? A great deal of time has elapsed. O holy
lord, O Dhisana, we shall go to him at the place where he is (now).
We shall request him.” On being asked thus by Devas, Dhisana said
to them:

27-28. “After conquering Bali in Rasatala (nether worlds), he went
to the hermitage of Utathya. He forcibly enjoyed (the sage’s) wife and
was censured by his disciples. He is ashamed to come back to heaven.
So he has entered a cave of Meru. The Lord continues to stay there
accompanied by Saci. He is thinking about his own (shameful) act.”

29-30. On hearing these words of his, Devas with Agni as their
leader, hurriedly went to the cave of Mountain Meru in order to see
the lord and request him. On seeing Devendra, the chastiser of Paka,
remaining hidden in the cave they eulogized him by means of eulogies
extolling his vigour and exploits as well, well-known in the worlds.

31. *“O Indra, obeisance to you, the lord of all the Devas. We are
harassed by the Daityas. Without you we are extremely afflicted and
dejected.

32. We are dislodged from our abodes and we wander in different
lands in great misery. Hence, O Devendra, come and kill the enemies,
O suppressor of enemies.”

33. On being eulogized by Devas thus, he came through the en-
trance of the cave. Due to sense of shame, he had bent down his head
and he remained gazing at the ground with his eyes.

34. He did not say anything, because his speech was choked on
account of sadness. On coming to know of it, Dhisana spoke to Surendra
who was afraid:

35-38. “O lord of Suras, do not be afraid or suspicious. This universe
depends upon Karma. Honour and dishonour, happiness and misery, profit
and loss and victory and defeat—all these occur to one in accordance
with the previous Karmas. There is no doubt about it. The individual
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soul closely follows the Karmas. Misery is accorded by fate in due
course. Wise men do not bewail generally (when there is adversity).
They are not elated when there is happiness. Hence, this misery has
befallen you on account of the Karma that has started its fruition (ef-
fect), O lord. O Maghavan, having attained that misery, it does not
behove you to lament over it.”

On being told thus by his preceptor, Indra spoke to the overlords
of the Devas:

Indra said:

39-41. On account of the sexual contact with another man’s wife,
my strength, vigour, pure reputation, the power of Mantras, the power
of scriptural texts and the power of learning—all these have vanished.
Hence I remain silent.

On hearing the words of Indra, all Devas accompanied by their pre-
ceptor had a confidential meeting to devise means to restore his power
once again. Then Guru (Brhaspati), the most excellent one among those
who are conversant with things, spoke in a piteous tone.

Brhaspati said:

42, This month is Vai§akha by name. It is liked much by the
Slayer of Madhu. In this month all the lunar days are meritorious. It
is the most favourite month of Madhava.

43-45. There too in the bright half of this month (the third day)
named Aksava (is the most favourite). If anyone performs holy bath,
charitable gift, etc. with faith, thousands of his sins do perish. There
is no doubt about it. His prosperity will be free from blemishes. He
will acquire strength and courage. Hence for the sake of attaining the
benefit, we shall make Indra perform all the good holy rites such as
holy bath, charitable gift etc. (on the Aksaya Trtiya day).

46. He will regain that power of Vidya, Mantra and scriptural
texts. He will have strength, courage and reputation as before.

47. After conferring thus along with the Devas, Guru (i.e. Jupiter)
made Indra perform all these holy rites which delight Hari.

48. He made him perform all those holy rites which yield worldly
pleasures, on the third lunar day named Aksaya. Thereby the courage,
strength etc. of the lord attained the previous level.
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49. The sin of sexual contact with another man’s wife disappeared
immediately. Thereafter Sakra, whose inauspiciousness was destroyed,
became like the Moon liberated from Rahu.

50-55. Like Visnu he shone amidst the Devas. Afterwards accom-
panied by Devas he defeated Asuras. It was due to the great potency
of the Trtiya that he entered Amaravati with all glory and a fanfare
of conchs and musical instruments. Permitted by Sakra the Suras went
to their respective abodes. Then they got back their shares in the Yajnas
as before. Pitrs got their shares of the rice-balls as before. The sages
were contented with the study of the Vedas. The Daityas faced defeat.

Ever since then the Trtiya named Aksaya became famous in all the
worlds. It bestowed satisfaction on the Devas, sages and Pitrs. Hence
this is highly meritorious. It destroys all Karmas. The Trtiya named
Aksaya yields worldly pleasures and salvation to men.

CHAPTER TWENTYFOUR
Salvation of a Bitch: Importance of Dvadasi

Srutadeva said:

1-5. Of these meritorious Tithis,' the twelfth day in the bright half
of the month of Vaisakha, O great king, is destructive of all masses
of sins.

If Dvadasi is not resorted to (i.e. observed religiously) by people,
of what avail are charitable gifts, penances, observances of fasts, holy
rites, sacrifices and rites of public utility such as digging of wells
etc.?

By taking the holy bath on the day of Hari in the morning, one
obtains that benefit which is usually obtained by one who gifts away
a thousand cows on the banks of Ganga during an eclipse.

If cooked rice is given on the twelfth day in the auspicious bright
half of Vai§akha, each lump of the rice offered is equal in merit to
feeding a crore of Brahmanas.

One who gives a pot of gingelly seeds along with honey on the

1. In this Mahatmya, the Tithis specially described as meritorious are the new-
moon day, Ekadast, Trtiy3d and Dvadasi. Hence the plural Tirhisu. PdP adds Saptami
(7th day) to the hist of these special days.
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twelfth day, rids himself of all bondages and is honoured in the world
of Visnu.

6.  One should perform the Jagarana (‘keeping awake’) of Hari on
the eleventh day of the bright half. One shall then be a living-liberated
soul. All the deities shall be delighted.

7. By taking the holy bath on Hari’s day early in the morning,
one obtains that benefit which is obtained by plunging into the Tirthas
during crores of lunar and solar eclipses.

8.  One should worship Visnu with tender leaves of Tulast on the
Dvadasi day. One shall then redeem the entire family and become the
lord of the world of Visnu.

[Interpolation: Worship of A$vattha tree with flowers and leaves of
Tulasi (must be performed). If flowers etc. are not available, one shall
worship Madhusiidana by means of grains.]'

9-11. Listen to the merit of that person who gives rice mixed with
curds, a pot of water and appropriate monetary gifts on the twelfth day
in the bright half of Vai§akha. At the bidding of the Chastiser of Madhu
(Visnu), he obtains that merit which is obtained by one who feeds a
crore of persons every year throughout with delicious dishes having all
the six tastes.

12. One who makes the gift of a Saligrama stone on the twelfth
day in the bright half of Vaisakha is rid of all sins.

13. If the devotee bathed Madhusiidana with milk on the twelfth
day, the merit obtained thereby is equal to that which is obtained by
performing Rajasitya and horse-sacrifices.

14.  For the propitiation of Madhusiidana, one should worship Visnu
on the thirteenth day with various materials such as sugar and honey
mixed with milk and curds.

15-22a. (Thereby) he attains that result on the banks of Ganga. There
is no doubt about it (?)

One who devoutly bathes Lord Visnu with Paiicimita shall redeem
the entire family. He is honoured in the world of Visnu.

He who offers sweet drinks in the evening on this day for the plea-
sure of Hari, immediately casts off old sins like a serpent casting off
old slough.

One who gives sweet concoction of cucumber in the evening shall
become liberated from the bondage of Karmas thereby.

The devotee should give sugarcane, mango fruit and grapes; there

1. The interpolation is probably due to the influence of PdP where the worship
of Aévattha with flowers and Tulasi leaves is prescribed.
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will not be any break in his line up to a hundred generations.

He who gives sweet scents and unguents in the evening on the tWelfth
day, will be liberated from all external attacks. There is no doubt
about this.

Whatever meritorious deed one performs on the twelfth day in the
bright half of Vai§akha, shall yield inexhaustible merit, O excellent
king.! I shall tell how this has become popular, O king, how it is
destructive of all sins, and how it bestows all auspiciousness.

22b-26. Formerly, in the land of Ka$mira, there was a Brahmana
named Devavrata. He had a very beautiful daughter named Malini. He
gave her (in marriage) to Satyasila, an intelligent, excellent Brahmana.
The intelligent one went to his own land named Yavana after marrying
her. Though she was richly endowed with beauty and youth, he was not
much enamoured of her. He was always cruel towards her and hated
her, O king. The husband did not hate anyone except her. She became
furious with him and was eager to win him over, O king. The young
woman asked those ladies who had been abandoned by their husbands
earlier.

27-32. She was told by them, O king: “Your husband shall definitely
come under your control. We have been insulted by being forsaken by
our husbands. It is our firm belief that (many) husbands were earlier
brought under control by using medicinal potions etc. You do go to one
Yogini today. She will give you splendid medicine or drug. You need
not at all entertain suspicions to the contrary. Your husband will begin
to behave like a slave.”

At their instance, the woman of evil deeds went to the abode of the
Yogini, O king, and obtained very great favour from her. She hurriedly
went to her cottage that had a hundred columns. It was spacious and
very brilliant. It was sufficiently large. The Yogint had covered herself
with a long cloth. Her matted locks of hair were very long. She was
highly refulgent. There were many to attend upon her. She glanced at
her slowly.

33-38. With a rosary in her hand, she was engaged in Japa. On being
requested by the (Brahmana lady) the Yogini gave her a magic spell
that could agitate, that could create confidence and that could win

1. After describing the various pious, charitable acts to be performed on the
Dvédasi day of Vai§ikha, the author gives the story of a bitch to illustrate the

greatness of Dvidasi day.
2. Many women (and men as well) believe in such Tintrikas end get them-

selves cheated like Mailini in this story.
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over (anyone). Then she bowed down (to the Yogini) and gave her a
ring of great value that was studded with diamonds and rubies, that had
a very brilliant red lustre, that was made of gold soft to the touch and
that had the refulgence on a par with the rays of the sun.

On seeing the ring placed at her feet, the Yogin1 became delighted.
She could understand the reaction in her heart due to the disregard of
her husband. The (Brahmana lady) was told thus, O king, by the ascetic
woman engaged in her welfare: “This powder along with this amulet
is powerful enough to captivate all living beings. Give the powder to
your husband and wear the amulet round your neck. Your husband can
be won over. He will not approach any other beautiful woman. He will
not utter anything displeasing to you, even if you misbehave.”

39-45. With the powder and the amulet she came back to her husband’s
house. At dusk, the powder was administered to her husband in milk.
The amulet was tied round her neck. She did not feel worried there-
after. The husband (of the lady) who had drunk the milk along with the
powder, O most excellent king, became afflicted with consumption due
to that powder. He became tired and worn out day by day. Worms and
germs grew in abundance in the awfully putrefying wounds. Within a
few days the condition of the husband became exceedingly critical.
But she lived as she was pleased with her vicious deeds and union with
different men.

The husband whose natural lustre and brilliance perished and whose
sense-organs became disordered continued to lament day and night. He
said to her: “O splendid lady, I am your slave. I seek refuge in you.
Save me. I do not at all wish for any other woman.” On realizing his
plight, she became afraid, O king. She desired that her husband should
continue to live not because she wanted his welfare, but because she
wanted him as her ornament. She immediately went to the Yogini and
said everything to her.

46. A second drug was handed over to her for quelling the burning
sensation. When the drug was administered the husband got relief in-
stantaneously and regained his normal health.

47-51. The paramour (of hers) stayed on in the house under the pre-
text of attending to some domestic work (of urgency). She had lovers
belonging to all castes and creeds, all staying in the house itself. The
husband was powerless to say anything (against her). Yet, the sin
arising from her misdeeds produced germs in her body. They pierced
her bones. They were like Kaila, the annihilator, and Yama, the con-
troller. Holes were made by them in the nose, tongue and ears as well
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as in the breasts. The fingers became split. She became lame and
ultimately she died. She met with hellish tortures. She was roasted and
boiled in a copper cauldron for one hundred and fifty thousand years.
She was then reborn repeatedly a hundred times as a bitch.

52° She always had some defect, e.g. the nose cut or the ears split.
Her head became infested with worms always. Sometimes the tail was
cut or a foot broken. She was flogged in every house.

53. Afterwards, she was born as a bitch in the house of the maid-
servant of Brahmana Padmabandhu in the land of Sauvira. In this life
too she suffered from many miseries.

54. She had her nose cut, ears split, eyes damaged and the tail
amputated. She was greatly bewildered. The head became infested
with worms and the vaginal passage too became infected and putrefied.

55-57. Thus, O king, thirty years passed by in this birth. As good
luck would have it, as a result of her own Karma (the following events
happened). On the twelfth day in the bright half of Vai§akha month,
when the Sun was in Aries, Padmabandhu’s son took his bath in a river
and went home with his clothes fully drenched, with bodily and mental
purity. He went near the raised platform for Tulasi plants and washed
his feet. Beneath the platform the bitch lay asleep.’

58. In the morning, at the time of sunrise, she was bathed in the
waters with which the feet were washed. Immediately all the inaus-
piciousness perished and she had the recollection of her previous births.

59-64. Recollecting the deeds committed by her previously, that
bitch howled piteously saying “O sage, save me.” Recollecting her
evil actions she described them to the great ascetic. She was exceed-
ingly frightened. She told him how she administered poison to her husband
and what all wicked things she did. “O Brahmana, if any other young
woman were to administer drug for winning over her husband she will
be wicked in conduct. Her Dharma will be futile. She will be fried
and cooked in (in the hell named Tamrabhajana or) copper vessels (in
the hells).

Husband is the leader and support; husband is the preceptor. Hus-
band is the excellent deity. If she acts detrimentally (to her husband),
how can a chaste woman attain happiness? She will be reborn hundred
times among lower animals. She will be born hundreds of times and
crores of times as a worm. Hence, O Brahmana, the behests of their

husband must be carried out by women.

1. Redemptions from sins by coincidences is found to be a favourite device.
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I too foresee despicable ill births full of tortures, O Brahmana, if
you do not redeem me today even as [ have come in front of you.

65-69. Hence uplift me, O Brahmana, though I have been a sinner
full of misdeeds, by offering me your merits. You have performed many
meritorious deeds on the twelfth day in the bright half of the month
of Vaisakha, increasing your good merits by means of holy baths, chari-
table gifts and feeding (learned men) with cooked rice. Though I have
been wicked in conduct, O Brahmana, I will be liberated thereby. O
Brahmana, one who takes holy bath on that day even in his own house,
shall undoubtedly attain the benefits of all the Tirthas. Penances, gifts,
Homas and worship of Devas and other holy rites, if performed on the
Dvadasi day, shall have inexhaustible benefits. If you have any such
benefit to your credit give it entirely to me.

70. Give me the merit that you have acquired by observing fast
on the Dvadasi day and Parana on the thirteenth day. Give that too to
me. Obviously, I will attain salvation thereby.

71-75. O highly fortunate one, take pity on me, the wretched one.
You are sympathetic to the pitiable and the wretched. Janardana is the
lord of the poor; he is the lord of the universe. He is your lord. All
those who belong to him are like him. As is the king, so are the sub-
jects. O destroyer of the region (or hell) of Yama, save me. I am extremely
miserable. I am a piteous bitch staying at your door. O sage, kind to
the wretched, save me. This auspicious Tithi burns the sins of a thou-
sand murders of Brahmanas, a thousand slaughters of cows and crores
of sexual intercourses with forbidden women. O great sage, give unto
me the great merit that you have earned through what has been per-
formed by you on that Tithi. Lift me up, I am in agony. O lord, save
me. In the end, I offer you obeisance, O Brahmana. Obeisance to you,
the eminent Brahmana.”

76-80. On hearing these words of the bitch, the son of the sage spoke
to her: “O bitch, all creatures experience both happiness and sorrow
as a result of what they themselves have done. Hence what is there
to be done by you, an insignificant creature? As a result of your sinful
conduct, your husband, a Brahmana, was won over through the amulet,
powdered drug etc.

A sin committed against good men shall cause misery to oneself.
A meritorious deed performed in favour of honourable and good men
shall be destructive of misery.

If both these are done against or in favour of sinners, they will cause
only sin and misery like sweetened milk offered to a serpent which
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increases its poisonous nature.”

When the son of the sage said thus, the bitch became extremely sad.
She groaned loudly and howled once again in front of his father speak-
ing as follows:

81-86. “O Padmabandhu, save the bitch that stays at your very door,
that eats what is left over by you everyday. Save me. This is the opinion
of those who are conversant with the Vedas, that those people should
be redeemed and lifted up by a noble-souled householder, who are to
be nurtured and fed by him. Candalas, crows and dogs are always objects
of compassion. They partake of the oblations everyday.

If he does not redeem a person who should be nurtured and fed,
especially when the person is weak and afflicted with sickness etc.,
he will fall down. There is no doubt about it. This is the cpinion of
those who are conversant with the Vedas.

Han, the maker of the worlds, has created another maker (i.e. Brahma)
and protects him himself. He protects all the creatures. In the same
manner persons serving oneself known as wives etc. should be pro-
tected by persons in power. It is Hari’s behest that dependents should
be protected.

87-88a. If any living being neglects his duty of protecting his de-
pendents and turns his attention elsewhere, whether by chance or in-
tentionally, he is an enemy of the Lord. He is the murderer of everyone.
He goes to the worlds of Yama. Since it is your duty and since you
are merciful, redeem me who am in a miserable state.”

88b-89. On hearing these words of that (bitch) who was distressed,
the son remained in the house, but Padmabandhu, the storehouse of
mercy, hurried out of the house. He asked her, “What is this?” The
son recounted everything. On hearing the words of his son he was surprised
very much. He said to him:

Padmabandhu said:

90. O my son, how is it that such words were uttered by you?
These are not the words of good men, O son of excellent countenance.

91-92. Sinners who do everything for the sake of their own happiness
are treated with contempt. See, my son, all people (should work) for
helping others. The moon, the sun, wind, night, fire, water, sandalwood,
trees and good people—all these help others.

93. On coming to know that Daityas were exceedingly powerful,
the gift of his own bones was made by Dadhici mercifully for helping
Devas.
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94. O highly fortunate one, formerly his own flesh was given to
a hungry hawk for the sake of (helping) a dove by king Sibi.

95. There was a king formerly on the earth named Jimiitavahana.
His life was surrendered by him too for the noble-souled Garuda.

96-98. Hence a learned Brahmana must be merciful. Lord (Indra)
showers rain on the pure ones. But does he not shower rain on the
impure ones (too)? Does not the moon always illuminate the house of
Candalas too? Hence I will redeem this bitch who is repeatedly en-
treating by means of my own merits just as one lifts up a cow sinking
into mire.

Thus the highly intelligent one promised after repudiating his son:

99-103. “The great merit arising from the Dvadasi day is given, is
given. O Bitch, go to the abode of Hari, rid of all your sins.”

At these words she suddenly cast off her old worn out body. She
became a splendid (lady) having a divine form. She had the refulgence
of a hundred suns comparable to Goddess Savitri. She took leave of
that Brahmana and went away brightening the ten quarters.

She enjoyed excellent pleasures in heaven and afterwards was born
on the earth from Nara and Nardyana, the lord, under the name Urvasi.!

By the power of the twelfth day in the bright half of Vai§akha she
became a favourite of Devas and attained the state of a celestial damsel.

104-106. The bitch became a goddess. She attained the form which
can be attained by Yogins, has the refulgence of fire and is very ex-
cellent and worthy of being coveted, is the highest object of desire,
having attained which even saints become deluded.

Afterwards Padmabandhu made that Tithi popular—that Tithi which
increases merit and which is very dear to Visnu. It is superior to a
crore of lunar and solar eclipses; it is more meritorious than all the
merits put together; it surpasses even all the Yajias put together. Such
a tithi was made famous in all the three worlds by that Brahmana.

1. This new information regarding the previous birth of Urvas$i is untraced
in VR and in Mbh and BhP. The tale is specially meant for the glorification of
this VaiSdkha Vrata.
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CHAPTER TWENTYFIVE
The Conclusion

Srutadeva said:

1-4. The three meritorious Tithis, toward the end of the bright half,
ending with the full-moon day, in the month of Vaisakha,' are very
auspicious.

The last Tithis are called Puskarini. They are destructive of all
sins. If one is incompetent to take holy bath throughout the month of
Vaifakha, he should take bath in these Tithis. He will get the full
benefit. All the Devas come on the Trayodasi day and sanctify crea-
tures.

On the full-moon day they appear here along with Visnu and all the
Tirthas. On the Caturdasi day Devas sanctify these along with Yajiias.

5-8. They sanctify everyone whether (he be) a murderer of a Brahmana
or a drink-addict. It was on the Ekadasi day in the month of Vai§akha
that the splendid nectar appcared formerly. On the Dvadasi day it was
guarded by Visnu, the powerful one. On the Trayodasi day Hari made
the Devas drink the nectar. On the Caturdasi the Lord killed the Daityas
who were antagonistic to Devas. On the full-moon day the Devas regained
their sovereignty. Thereupon, the exceedingly delighted Devas granted
boons to these three Tithis. Out of delight their eyes beamed like full
blown (lotuses).

9.  These three Tithis of the month of Vai§akha are very auspi-
cious. They bestow sons, grandsons and other benefits on men. They
are conducive to the destruction of sins.

10. A base man who does not take bath throughout this month,
shall obtain the full benefit by taking the holy bath on these three
Tithis.

11. A man who does not take the holy bath or does not perform
the holy rites or make charitable gifts etc. during these three Tithis
too, is reborn in the womb of a Candala woman and then falls into
Raurava hell.

1. The author follows Pirnimanta masa—the calendar in which the month ends
with Pimima, full-moon day. Hence the importance of the last three ‘Pugkarini’
Tithis, viz. 13th, 14th and 15th (full moon) of Vai$akha. If one observes Vai§akha
Vratas on these Tithis, he gets full result of complete observance of this Vrata.
Though verse 2 calls these collectively ‘Puskarint’, the name really.designates only
the full-moon day (v 18).
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12.  He who takes hot-water bath on the three days of Vai§akha
falls into Raurava hell and stays there as long as fourteen Indras rule.

13. He who does not offer cooked rice mixed with curds with Pitrs
in view, is reborn in Pi§aca species and remains there till the annihi-
lation of all living beings.

14. If a restraint is made on desires actively pursuing their ob-
jects in the month of Vai$akha, he will certainly attain Sayujya with
Visnu. There is no doubt about it.

15. If a person who is incompetent to observe restraints through-
out the month does it on these three days, he attains the entire benefit
and rejoices in the abode of Visnu.

16-17. “If a man does not manifestly perform holy bath and other
rites with Devas, Pitrs, preceptor and Visnu in view, we (i.e. the Devas)
will curse him that he will be devoid of progeny, long life and wel-
fare.”

The Devas granted these boons formerly and went to their respec-
tive abodes.

18. Hence the three Tithis are meritorious and destructive of all
masses of sins. The group of the three last ones is called Puskarini and
is conducive to the increase of sons and grandsons.

19. A woman endowed with good fortune who gives at least once
sweet pie and milk pudding to a Brahmana on the full-moon day, shall
obtain a renowned son.

20. If a person reads the Bhagavad-Gita' during the last three days,
he will obtain the benefits of (many) horse-sacrifices for each day.
There is no doubt about this.

21. Who in heaven or on the earth is competent to recount the
merit of that person who reads ‘The Thousand Names’ (Visnu-sahasra-
nama) during the (last) three days?

22. By bathing Lord Madhusiidana with milk, (repeating) the thou-
sand names (Visnu-sahasra-nama), one goes to the sinless world of
Visnu.

23. If a person worships Madhusiiddana by means of all his riches,
his worlds do not perish even during the annihilation at the close of
the Yugas, Kalpas etc.

24. If the month of Vai$akba passes by and a person does not take
the holy bath or make charitable gifts, he is a slayer of a Brahmana,

1. VV 20-26 show that the three Vaisnavite Texts—Bhagavad Gita, Visnu-
sahasra-nima and Srimad Bhigavata had a special place in Vaisnavas' life. Hence
the special prescription of the reading etc. of these texts.
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a murderer of his preceptor and slaughterer of the Pitrs.

25. One who reads half of a verse or even one-fourth of a verse
from Bhagavata everyday during the month of Vai§akha, attains the
state of Brahman (i.e. salvation).

26. He who listens to the sacred text of Bhagavata during these
three days is not contaminated by sins like a leaf of lotus that is not
affected by water.

27. By resorting to (i.e. observing Vai§akha Vrata on) these three
days the state of Devas has been attained by some men, the state of
Siddhas by some and salvation by some.

28-30. Salvation is attained through knowledge of Brahman or through
death at Prayaga or by taking the holy bath invariably throughout the
month of Vais$akha.

By letting loose a black bull and by taking the holy bath, a man is
liberated from all bondages and attains the greatest region.

By giving a cow along with her calf to an eminent Brahmana who
suffers on account of a large family, one will be rid of the danger of
premature or accidental death here, and shall attain the greatest region
hereafter.

31. One who is devoid of holy bath and charitable gifts on the
full-moon day of the month of Vai§akha takes rebirth as a dog hundred
times. Thereafter, he is born as a worm in faeces.

32. All the thirty-five million Tirthas in the three worlds gathered
together for mutual discussion as they were afraid of masses of sins.!

33. “Sinful persons come and shed off their dirt in us. How can
this accumulated dirt be got rid of?” This was their worry.

34-38a. They went to Lord Hari and sought refuge in him because
he is worthy of being sought refuge in and because his very foot is the
source of a Tirtha. After eulogizing him with many hymns, they promptly
requested him:

“O Lord of Devas, O Lord of the universe, O destroyer of all masses
of sins, sinful persons take bath in us and cast off all their sins in us.
They go to your region. They had been carrying out your behest on the
earth. O Janardana, how will our sin perish? We are desirous of your
feet as our refuge and resort to them. Tell us the means thereof.”

On being entreated thus, Lord Hari, the sanctifier of all living beings,
laughingly spoke to those Tirthas, in a voice resembling thunder in
sonority.

1. VV 32-47 exhort the need and importance of early bath in Tirthas.
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Sri Bhagavan said:

38b-43. During the three days towards the close of the bright half
of the month of Vai§akha when the Sun is in Aries, which is as dear
to me as my vital airs, all of you do flood over the water that is present
in the open air. It is meritorious and full of all the Tirthas(?) Thereby
you will be rid of those sins. You will have meritorious forms free from
impurities. May the sins dropped into you all by people and then dis-
charged by you all stay in those persons who do not take the holy bath
during all those three days.

Thus Visnu whose foot is the source of origin of Tirthas, granted
boons unto the Tirthas.

After permitting them (to go), the Lord vanished there itself by
means of his Yogic power. They went to their respective abodes. Every
year during those last three days in Vai§akha all those Tirthas dis-
charge the mass of their sins and become free from impurities.

44-50. “May those who do not take the holy bath during the last
three days in Vais§akha become the recipients of the sins of all the
people.” This is the curse that the Tirthas give to those who do not
take bath.

There is no other sinner on a par with one who does not take the
holy bath in the course of the three days. Even after poring over all the
scriptural texts, such a one is not seen or heard. Hence the rites of holy
bath, charitable gifts, worship etc. must be performed on all the three
days. Otherwise one falls into Naraka and stays there as long as four-
teen Indras reign.

Thus everything has been recounted to you, O highly intelligent
Srutakirti.

Everything that you had asked about the greatness of Vaiakha has
been recounted to you in accordance with what was seen and heard (by
me). This treatise on the glory of Vai§akha has been explained by
Madhava (himself).

Even Brahma is not competent to recount it entirely even in hun-
dreds of years.

Formerly on the top of Kailasa Sankara himself recounted the great-
ness of Vai§akha to Parvati who asked him (about it). He recounted it
for a period of a hundred years. Still the topic could not be exhausted.
He stopped because he was not capable of proceeding further.

51. Excepting Visnu, the Lord of the worlds, Narayana who is free
from ailments, who indeed can describe the excellent glory (of the
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month) in its entirety?

52-55a. Formerly with a desire for the welfare of all the people, all
the sages wished to explain a small bit of the sin-destroying greatness.
But no one reached the limit of explanation, as he was incapable, O
king.

You also do perform charitable gifts and other holy rites in the
month of Vaisakha. Thereby you will obtain worldly pleasures and
salvation. There is no doubt about it.

After enlightening thus the king of Mithila named Janaka, Srutadeva
thought of taking leave of him and go.

55b-59. That saintly king shed tears of joy and his eyes became
bedimmed thereby. For the sake of his own prosperity, he celebrated
a grand festival of great charm.

He made the sage sit in a palanquin and circumambulate the entirc
village. He himself followed him accompanied by the army consisting
of four divisions. They then returned to the inner apartments. The king
placed before him all sorts of riches, garments, ornaments, cows, plots
of land, gingelly seeds and gold. He circumambulated the sage, bowed
down to him and stood in front of him with palms joined in reverence.
Thereafter Srutadeva of great refulgence and reputation, became ex-
ceedingly delighted and contented. The sage then went back to his
abode.

60-61. Holy bath, charitable gift, worship and listening to the story
on the thirteenth and fourtcenth as well as on the full-moon day—-these
are the holy rites. One who is devoted to holy rites of Vaisakha shall
attain salvation as in the case of Dhana§arma,' the Brahmana, and the
Pretas before.?

l. The story is given in Vai§akha Mahatmya in PdP.

2. This is a reference to PdP, Patala Khanda 98.45-111. Dhanasarma, a
Brahmana from Madhyade$a, met three Piacas. Being afraid and uttering Visnu’'s
name he asked them who they were. Being pleased to hear the name of the god
they told him their names Krtaghna (‘ungrateful one’), Vidaivata (‘God-less’), A-
vai§akha (non-observer of VaiS§akha-Vrata). The last one who happened to be the
father of Dhanasarma told him (DhanaSarma) to convey his message to his son
(Dhana$arma) to observe holy bath, make religious gifts, worship and listen to
Visnu’s tales on these last three days of VaiS§akha and give the merit thereof to
them. DhanaSarma did it and the PiSacas were redeemed.

The last three days of Vaisakha are associated with the following important
episodes:
13th day: (i) Visnu made Devas drink Amrta. Devas regained their kingdom (v 7)
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Narada said:

62-64. Thus, O Ambarisa, the great narrative has been recounted to
you. By listening to it one can destroy all the sins. It brings about all
riches. Thereby one obtains worldly pleasures and salvation and per-
fect knowledge.

On hearing his words Ambarisa of great renown became very pleased
within. All his external activities ceased. He bowed down his head and
fell on the ground like a log of wood.

65-67a. He adored him by means of all his riches. After being adored,
Narada, the sage, took leave of him and went to another world. The
intelligent sage cannot stay in one place due to a curse.

Ambarisa, the saintly king, performed these splendid holy rites
mentioned by Narada. Thereby he got merged into the Supreme Brah-
man devoid of attributes.

Suta said:

67b-69. He who listens to or reads this great story that destroys sins
and increases merit attains the greatest goal. Salvation is within the
reach of those persons in whose house a manuscript of this book exists,
O bestowers of honour. What to speak of those who listen to it them-
selves!

:: End of VaiS§akhamasa-Mahatmya ::

(ii) Vispu killed Hiranyaksa.

14th day: (i) Visnu killed Devas’ opponents.
(ii) Visnu killed demon Madhu.

15th Day: (i) Devas re-established in their kingdom.
(ii) Vispu uplifted the earth from the ocean.






Book II: VAISNAVAKHANDA

Section VIII: AYODHYA-MAHATMYA

CHAPTER ONE
The Greatness of Visnpuhari

Obeisance to $ri Ganesa

The narration of the glory of Ayodhya'! is begun.

1. Victorious is Vyasa, the son of Parasara, the delighter of the
heart of Satyavati. The entire universe drinks the literary nectar
issuing from the lotus-like mouth of (that sage).

2. After bowing to Narayana, Nara, the excellent one among
men,? and Goddess Sarasvati, one should recite Jaya (the Purana).}

Vyasa said:

3-14. Rama, the noble-souled king, performed a Sattra (sacri-
fice) lasting for twelve years in the great holy spot named Kuruksetra®.

1. Ayodhya: The captial city of kings of lksvaku dynasty to which Dadarathi
Rama, the most righteous king, belonged. It is known as Saketa in the Buddhist
Literature and in Pataiijali (cf Sageda of Ptolemy). Due to the international popularity
of Rama the ancient rulers of Thailand named their capital as Ayuthia (Ayodhya).
It was ‘unassailable’ hence it was called “A-yodhya” (a pgpular etymology). Maybe
due to the greatness of Rama it heads the list of seven Indian cities “giving Moksa
to their residents”, the other such cities being Mathura, Maya (Haridwar), Kisi,
Kafci (Conjeveram), Avanti (Ujjain), (Jagannatha) Puri, Dvaraka.

Due to the association of various incidents of Rama’s life therewith and its
religious efficacy, a Mahatmya (glorious description) came to be written about it
(Ayodhya).

2. Narottama may mean Vyasa also—Commentary.

3. This benedictory verse shows that the author wrote this independent work on
a par with Mbh. ‘Jaya’ originally was restricted to Bharata but was later used to
indicate a Purina or a Piirnic work like a Mahatmya of a Tirtha.

4. Kuruksetra: Thaneswar and the area including Sonepat, Panipat, Karnal in
Haryana. It was a land situated between Sarasvati oa the north and Drsadvati on the
south (Mbh, Vana 83.204-205). Like Naimisiranya, Kuruksetra is associated with
Sattras (sacrifices of long duration). The Mahdtmya-writer is innocent of the geo-
graphical limits of Rima’s kingdom. So he makes Rama, a performer of a Sattra at
Kuruksetra. VR ends with Yuddha-Kinda (the Uttara Kinda is spurious). VR up to
the end of Yuddha Kinda does not give the credit of such a sacrifice to Rima.
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Holy sages from various places had been invited and they had
assembled there. All the sages who had mastered the Vedas and
were the inhabitants of Himalayas, the residents of Naimisa forest'
(had come there with their disciples).

(Sages) who were great souls, knowers of all the three times
(i.e. past, present and future), those who resided in Arbuda (Mt.
Abu) forest, Dandaka forest, Mahendra mountain, Vindhya moun-
tain, Jarnbu forest, banks of Godavari, Varanasi, the residents of
Mathura, celibate ones, those dwelling at Ujjayini, those who had
resorted to Dvaraka and Badarikasrama, the residents of Mayapurt
(Haridwar) and Kanti (Kanci)—all these and many other sages
devoid of impurities had come there along with their disciples.

All of them were pure in mind. They had mastered Vedas and
Vedangas. After their holy bath they performed Japa and other
holy rites duly with Bharadvaja (? Bharadvija), the master of
Vedas and Vedangas as their leader, they occupied different kinds
of seats such as Brsi etc. in their due order.

They discussed different kinds of Tirthas during the intervals
between two holy rites. Seated comfortably they talked to one
another freely.

Towards the end of the discussions of those sages of purified
souls, Sita?, the highly intelligent sage of great refulgence, came
there. His name was Romaharsana. He was a disciple of Vyasa.
He was conversant with the Puranas.

After making obeisance to those sages in their proper order and
after being permitted by the sages, he too sat down. The pure and
excellent sages, Bharadvaja (?) and others, asked the excellent
sage, Suta Romaharsana:

I. Naimisa Forest: Generally taken as Nimsar, near the Nimsar Station of the
former Oudh-Rohilkhand railway (De 135) But V.V. Mirashi has shown 1t to be
somewhere 1n Sultanpur District, some 40 miles from Ayodhya (Purana X.1.34). VaP
1.1.10.12 records a Naimisa forest at Kuruksetra where Adhisima Krspa performed
a Sattra.

2. Sita: It is the name of the subcaste of the Purana-narrator Romaharsana A
Siita is an offspring of a Braihmana female and a Ksatriya male (Manu X.11; Yajiavalkya
1.93). He was not eligible for Vedic Studies but could recite Itihasa and Purina. At
the time of Kautilya, the reciter of a Purdna, “Pauranika”, had a higher status as
a sage (Arthasastra 111.7). Later Purana-writers (like the present writer) confirmed
his status. Romaharsana is probably his title due to the thrilling effect of his oratory.
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The sages said:

15. O highly fortunate one, many stories concerning different
Tirthas have been heard from you. O highly intelligent one, all
the Puranas along with their esoteric teachings have been heard
(by us).

16. Now we wish to hear about the greatness of the great city
of Ayodhya which is splendid due to its good qualities, along with
its eternal secrets.

17. Of what type is the perpetually pure city of Ayodhya which
is so dear to Visnu—a city praised in the Vedas as the first' among
all cities which are bestowers of liberation from Sarmsara?

18. What is the situation of that city? Who were the kings
there? What are the meritorious Tirthas (there)? What is their
importance?

19. What sort of benefit is obtained by men by resorting to
Ayodhya? O Sita, what is its history? What are the rivers and the
confluences (there)?

20-21. What is the merit acquired by taking the holy bath therein
and of making charitable gifts there, O highly intelligent one? O
Sita, superior to everyone in merits, we wish to hear all these
from you. We wish to hear everything in due order. You know
all the facts about them. It behoves you now to recount the great-
ness of the great city Ayodhya.

Suta said:

22. O ascetics, I know all the Puranas along with the legendary
anecdotes and the esoteric doctrines truly with the favour of Vyasa.

23. After bowing down to him, I shall recount to you all, the
glory of the great city of Ayodhya as it actually exists along with
all the secrets.

24.1 always bow down to the great man Vedavyasa, son of Parasara,
the excellent and calm-minded sage who is endowed with learning,
is bestower of noble and great intellect, can be understood through
Vedas and Vedangas, has subdued all (desires for) sensual pleasures,
who has pure and extensive refulgence, is always modest and whose

1. Vide Note | on p. 139. The verse listing these cities is as follows:
Avodhva, Mathura, Mava. Kasi, Karici, Avantika |
Puri, Dvaravarti caiva saptuite moksadayakah Il
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sole origin is (Lord Visnu) who is to be venerated by all.

25. Om, obeisance to that holy lord Vyasa of unmeasured splendour,
with whose favour I know this glory of Ayodhya.

26-28. May all the sages with their disciples hear with atten-
tion. I shall recount the splendid glory of the city of Ayodhya. It
was heard by Skanda from Narada. Then it was narrated to Agastya.
Formerly it was recounted to Krsna Dvaipayana by Agastya.

O ascetics, it was obtained from Krsna Dvaipayana by me. With
great respect I shall recount it to you all who are desirous of
hearing.

29. I bow down to the immutable Rama, the Supreme Brahman
whose eyes resemble lotus, who is as dark-blue as a flower of flax
(in complexion) and who killed Ravana.

30. Great and holy is the city of Ayodhya which is inaccessible
to perpetrators of evil deeds. Who would not like to visit Ayodhya
wherein Lord Hari himself resided?

31. This divine and extremely splendid city is on the banks of
the river Sarayu.' It is on a par with Amaravati (the capital of
Indra) and is resorted to by many ascetics.

32-34. It is full of elephants, horses, chariots and foot-soldiers.
It tops (all cities) in its richness and prosperity. It has numerous
broad roads and great rampart walls and golden arched gateways
resembling mountain-ridges and peaks. The squares and cross-
roads are well planned and neatly maintained. There are many-
storeyed palaces with numerous (artistic) alterations and modifi-
cations in the walls. It is rendered splendid by many tanks with
excellent water abounding in full-blown lotuses. It is well-adorned
with shrines of deities possessing divine splendour and is resounded
with the sounds of the chanting of the Vedas (which can be heard
everywhere).

35-36. The sounds of lutes, flutes, Mrdanga drums etc. make
it very excellent. It has different kinds of parks and gardens abounding
in trees bearing fruits in all the seasons. There are Sila trees
(Vatica robusta), palmyras, coconuts, jack trees, Indian goose-
berry trees, mango trees, wood-apple trees, ASoka and other trees.

37-38. There are many flowering plants such as jasmine, Jati

1. Sarayii: The river rises in Kumaun mountains and came (o be called Sarayid
after its confluence with the Kilinadi (De 182). But Mbh (Adi 169.20-21) regards
that it is one of the seven streams of Ganga from Himalayas. Later in Anusasana
155.23-24, the Manasa lake is said to be its source.
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(another variety of jasmine), Bakula (Mimisops elengi), Patali
(trumpet flowers), Naga (variety of citron), Cammpaka (Michelia
campaka), Karavira (oleander), Karnikara (Cathartocarpus fistula),
Ketaki (Pandamus odoratissimus) etc. There are great fruit bear-
ing trees like Nimmba (margosa), Jambira (a variety of citron),
Kadali (plantain) and Matulinga (pomegranate). There are Nagaras
(Cyperus pertenuis) having the fragrance of sandalwood.

39-42. It has many kinds of citizens of high accomplishments
such as princes having the refulgence of Devas, excellent women
of great beauty who are on a par with celestial damsels, eminent
poets of great excellence, Brahmanas equal to Brhaspati (in in-
telligence), merchants and other citizens who are like the Kalpa-
trees.

Horses there are on a par with Uccaih$ravas and elephants are
like the elephants guarding the cardinal points. Thus in various
ways and features that city is equal to the city of Indra.

It was here that the kings of the Solar race with Iksvaku as the
foremost one, were born. All of them were exclusively devoted
to protection of the subjects.

43. The city is built on the banks of the river Sarayi whose
waters are meritorious. Its banks are echoed with hummings of
bees and chirpings of birds. It is a sparklingly clear and beautiful
river with Manasa lake as its source.

44. 1t is full of holy water. The touch of this river is as excellent
as that of Ganga. Great sages have resorted to its banks. It is
wakeful and watchful. It is the loftiest in the world (in sanctity).

45. Ganga issued forth from the big toe of the right foot of Hari,
O excellent sages, and the splendid Sarayi issued forth from the
big toe of his left foot.

46. Hence these two rivers are exceedingly meritorious and are
bowed to by Devas. Merely by taking the holy bath in these two
rivers one gets rid of the sin of the murder of a Brahmana.

47. Agastya, the pot-born sage, knew the efficacy of this Tirtha
with the favour of Skanda. Thereafter the sage went to Ayodhya
on a pilgrimage.

48-50. He performed the rites of the pilgrimage in due order.
He took the holy bath in accordance with the injunctions and
offered libations to the Pitrs. He performed the worship of all the
deities in the prescribed manner. He made obeisance to all the
Tirthas duly. Having seen the glory of the Tirtha directly, he
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derived a great deal of happiness strengthened with the feeling of
having fulfilled his duty. Agastya experienced the emotion of
ecstatic delight (with hair standing on end all over his body).
51. The excellent sage stayed there for three nights. Having
completed the pilgrimage duly, he praised the great city of Ayodhya

and started from there.
52. On seeing him beaming with excess of delight, Krsnadvai-

payana Vyasa asked him what the cause of his great delight was.

Vyasa said:

53-54. O great Brahmana, whence are you coming back? O
excellent sage, you are experiencing abundance of supreme bliss
now. What is the reason for which this extreme delight has oc-
curred to you? O Brahmana, speak it to me. Seeing your delight,
my heart too feels exceedingly delighted.

Agastya said:
55-56. Oh! It is a great wonder. It is highly surprising, O

excellent sage. On seeing the glory of Ayodhya, O ascetic, I have
attained this excessive bliss today.

On hearing the words of Agastya, Vyasa said to that sage:

Vyasa said:

57-58. O holy lord, tell me accurately and in detail, the great-
ness and glory of the great city Ayodhya along with its secrets
and its superior qualities. What is the procedure of the pilgrim-
age? What are the Tirthas? What is the method of performing the
Yatra? What is the benefit of the holy bath therein? O great sage,
what is the benefit of the charitable gift (given there)? Recount
all this in detail, O excellent one among eloquent persons.

Agastya replied:

59. Oh! Blessed indeed is your intellect, O ascetic, for you are
enquiring about the glory of Ayodhya.

60. The letter ‘*A’’ indicates Brahman (Brahma?); Visnu is
meant by the letter ‘‘YA’’. The letter ‘°‘DHA’’ is a form of Rudra.
Thus shines the name Ayodhya.'

. A Purinic etymology attributing meaning to every syllable of A-vo-dhva.
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61. Since this city is not reached by all (major) sins like the
murder of a Brahmana etc. along with minor sins, it (the city) is
known as Ayodhya. (i.e. The city is beyond the pale of sins.)

62. O Brahmana, this is the first city of Visnu. It does not touch
the earth. This city that causes merit on the earth is stationed on
Sudar$§ana, the Discus of Visnu.

63. By whom can the glory of this (city) be (adequately) de-
scribed, O ascetic? It is here that Lord Visnu himself dwells res-
pectfully.

64-67. The holy place is situated thus': Beginning from Sahasra-
dhara, a distance of a Yojana constitutes the eastern part. Simi-
larly in the west too, the limit is Samata (?) up to one Yojana.
In the southern and the northern parts Sarayi and Tamasa form
the boundary. This is the situation of the holy place. This is the
place wherein stands the sanctum sanctorum of Hari. This city of
Visnu is said to have the shape of a fish. Its head is in the west
between Gopratara and Asita, O Brahmana. Its back is in the east
and its middle portion lies from north to south. In this city, O
highly fortunate one, the Lord designated as Visnu-Hari dwells.
His power is already well-known.

Vyasa said:

68. O holy lord, what is the power of this Lord who is glorified
by you as Visnu-Hari?? O tiger among sages, how did he become
famous? Describe all this in detail to me.

Agastya said:

69-78. Formerly there was an excellent Brahmana well-known
by the name Visnu Sarma. He was a knower of the essence of
Vedas and Vedangas; he was devoted to pious and holy rites. He
regularly practised Yoga and meditation. He was engrossed in
devotion to Visnu. That excellent Vaisnava came to Ayodhya once
in the course of his pilgrimage.

The heroic Brihmana Visnu (Sarma) thought that Visnu must
be present there directly and personally. (For that purpose) he
began to perform penance. He started his austerities with green

1. Boundaries of Purdnic Ayodhya.
2 The story is meant to explain the name of the deity ‘Visnu-Hari' which was
so-called as it was installed by Visnu $arma, vv 101-108.
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roots and fruits forming his diet.

During summer he performed penance seated in the midst of
five fires. During rainy season he had nothing to protect him (to
ward off the rain). During early winter.he used to take his holy
bath in the excellent lake and perform the worship of Visnu according
to the injunctions. He brought under his control all the sense-
organs and kept his mind free from impurities.

He fixed his mind on Visnu and restrained his vital airs. He
repeatedly uttered “OM” and made the lotus of his heart blossom.
Within it he imagined the circles (spheres) of the Sun, Moon and
Fire-god duly. There he conceived the eternal Lord Hari in a
personified (embodied) form. He conceived the Lord as one wearing
yellow robes and holding a conch, discus and iron club. He wor-
shipped the Lord with flowers and dedicated his mind unto him.
He meditated on Hari in the form of Brahman and repeated the
twelve-syllabled Mantra. The Brahmana stayed there for three
years.

Thereafter the excellent Brahmana bowed down to Hari, the
lord of the universe, the sire of mobile and immobile beings, and
meditated on him. Visnu Sarma eulogized Hari Narayana alertly.

Visnu Sarma said:

79-83. Be pleased, O Lord Visnu; be pleased, O Purusottama;
be pleased, O lord of the chiefs of Devas; be pleased, O lotus-
eyed one. Be victorious, O Krsna; be victorious, O inconceivable
one; be victorious, O Visnu; O immutable one; be victorious, O
lord of Yajias; be victorious, O Lord Visnu; O lord, the all-
powerful one.

Be victorious, O infinite one; O dispeller of sins, be victorious;
O dispeller of the ailment of births. Obeisance to the lotus-navelled
one; obeisance to the lord with lotus garlands; obeisance, O lord
of all, O lord of all living beings; obeisance, O slayer of Kaitabha,;
obeisance to the lord of the three worlds; O root of the universe,
O lord of the universe. Obeisance to the overlord of Devas; obeisance
to Narayana. Obeisance to Krsna, to Rama. Obeisance to the lord
with the discus as his weapon.

84-87. You are the mother of all the worlds. You alone are the
father of the universe. You are the sincere friend of those who
are frightened and distressed; you are the father, you are the
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grandfather. You are Havis. You are Vasatkara; you are the master.
You are the Fire-god. You alone are the instrument, cause and the
creator; you alone are the greatest lord.

O Maidhava, wielding the conch, discus and iron club in the
hands, redeem me. Be pleased, O supporter of the Mandara mountain;
be pleased, O slayer of Madhu; be pleased, O lover of Kamala;
be pleased, O lord of the worlds.

Agastya said:

88-91. As he eulogized with great devotion in his mind, Visnu,
the soul of the universe appeared before that noble-souled (Brahmana).
He was seated on Garuda, holding the conch, discus and iron club
in his hands and wearing yellow robes.

Acyuta, the immutable one, who was delighted in his mind said

to Visnu Sarma:

Sri Bhagavan said:

O dear one, I am pleased with your great penance now. O
(Briahmana) of excellent intellect, all your sins have perished now
on account of this prayer. Choose your boon, O eminent Brahmana.
I cannot be seen by anyone who has not performed penance.

Visnu Sarma said:

92-94. I am contented and blessed, O Lord of Devas, with your
vision now. O Lord of the universe, grant me unshakeable devo-
tion to you.

Sri Bhagavan said:

May your steadfast devotion to me be the bestower of salvation.
May your Vaisnava devotion to me be firm. Let the river Jahnavi,
the bestower of salvation, be present here itself. O highly fortunate
one, this holy spot will become renowned with your name.

Agastya said:

95-98. After saying thus, the Lord of the chiefs of Devas dug
that spot with his discus and made the water of Ganga manifest
itself from the sphere of the nether worlds.
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The Lord, the storehouse of mercy, made the ground free from
sin in a trice mercifully, by means of that sacred water. Ever since
then, O Brahmana, that became renowned as Cakratirtha.! That
became a splendid Tirtha destroying mass of sins and renowned
in all the three worlds. By taking the holy bath there, and making
charitable gifts, one shall go to the world of Visnu.

99. Then Lord Visnu, Acyuta, who is friendly and favourable
to Brahmanas, became filled with great compassion and said to
Visnu Sarma:

Sri Bhagavan said:

100. Let my idol stay here, O Brahmana, with your name prefixed.
It shall be well-known as Visnuhari. It shall be the bestower of
salvation.

Agastya said:

101-105. On hearing these words of Vasudeva the intelligent
Brahmana installed an idol of the Discus-bearing Lord with his
own name prefixed. Ever since then, O chief one among Brihmanas,
the Lord stationed himself there under the name Visnuhari, hold-
ing the conch, discus and iron club in his hands and wearing
yellow garments.

The annual festival will begin from the tenth day of the bright
half of the month of Karttika and conclude on the full-moon day.
By taking his holy bath in Cakratirtha a man is liberated from all
sins. He is honoured in heaven for many thousands years. If people
offer rice-balls, with Pitrs in view, the Pitrs shall become con-
tented. They will go to the world of Visnu. There is no doubt
about it.

106-109. By taking holy bath in Cakratirtha and by visiting
Lord Visnuhari, one shall get all the sins destroyed and shall be
honoured in heaven.

The man who is freed from sins shall make charitable gifts in

1. Cakratirtha: De 43 records one Cakratirtha at (1) Kuruksetra, (2) Prabhisa,
(3) Tryambaka, (4) Varanasi and (§5) Rame$vara but none at Ayodhya. Kane adds
Amelaka-graima, Kaémir, Mathurd, Asthipura (HD IV, 742) but none at Ayodhya.
But the author gives us the details and the importance of the Cakratirtha at Ayodhya.
As in other places, this Cakratirtha was created by Visnu's discus.

The annual celebration of this deity takes place from the 10th Tithi to the 15th
Tithi (full-moon day) of the bright half of Karttika.
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accordance with his capacity. That intelligent man shall stay in
the world of Visnu as long as fourteen Indras reign.

On other occasions too men can take bath in Cakratirtha. By
controlling the sense-organs and seeing Lord Hari but once, one
is liberated from all sins.

Thus Hari who is the ocean of all good qualities, whose image
must be meditated upon and who is the conscious soul, has stayed
there in his great idol for the sake of salvation (of all).

One who worships him with great devotion and takes the holy
bath in Cakratirtha shall dwell in the world of Visnu. He will be
an embodiment of meritorious deeds.

CHAPTER TWO

Brahmakunda and Sahasradhara

Suta said:

1. After recounting the story pertaining to Cakratirtha thus, O
excellent Brahmanas, Sage Agastya began to narrate further the
story of Lord Visnuhari.

Agastya said:

2. After coming to know that Lord Hari, Acyuta, had become
resident of Ayodhya formerly, Brahma, the creator of the uni-
verse, stationed himself too there.

3. After his arrival there Brahma duly performed the pilgrim-
age. And after collecting the different requisites (of a sacrifice)
he performed a sacrifice according to the injunctions.

4. Thereafter, Brahma, the grandfather of the worlds, made a
Kunda known after his name.' It was large and frequented by
many deities.

5-6. It is a sacred pit that is destructive of sins. It is large; its

1. VV 2-18 describe Brahma-Kunda. It is to the east of Cakratirtha. It was
created by God Brahma after performing a‘sacrifice.

The annual festival at the Kunda is celebrated on the 14th Tithi of the bright half
of Karttika (vv 16-17).
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water is full of ripples. It abounds in lilies, blue lotuses, red
lotuses and white lotuses. It is very charming with swans, cranes,
ruddy geese and other (water) birds. It is full of various other birds
gracefully perching on the branches of the trees on the banks.

7-8. On taking their holy bath in that Kunda all the Suras
became endowed with great purity. All their impurities disap-
peared and they attained refulgence. On seeing this great miracle
all those Suras devoutly bowed down to Brahma and said thus with
palms joined in reverence:

The Devas said:

9-10. O Lotus-seated Lord, recount the entire glory of this
Kunda accurately. It has been dug (by you) and its refulgence is
free from impurities. By taking a holy bath herein all our impu-
rities have gone away. We are surprised on observing this miracle,
O excellent one among Suras. Hence do recount (it).

Brahma said:

11-12. May all the Suras listen attentively to the efficacy of this
Kunda along with the different kinds of benefit accruing there-
from. Listen to it, ye Suras who are (obviously) surprised. By
taking the holy bath here in accordance with the injunctions even
sinful creatures will be clad in fascinating robes. They will occupy
an aerial chariot fitted with swans and go to the world of Brahma.
They will stay there till all the living beings are annihilated.

13. (Corrupt reading) O excellent suras, acquire merit here by
performing charity, Homa, Tuladana and A§vamedha according to
your capacity.

14-18. By taking the holy bath in this lake of mine, a man
becomes glorious. Hence, if holy bath, charitable gifts, Japas etc.
are performed here in accordance with the injunctions, they shall
be on a par with all Yajnas and be destructive of all sins.

This holy pit shall attain renown of great excellence as Brahmakunda.
I will always be present in this Kunda.

On the fourteenth day in the bright half of the month of Karttika,
O excellent Suras, the annual festival of mine shall always be
celebrated. It is conducive to auspiciousness and is destructive of

heaps of great sins.
Gold should be gifted always with various kinds of clothes, O
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Suras. Brahmanas should be propitiated in accordance with one’s
capacity.

Agastya said:

19-20. After saying thus. Brahma, the lord of Devas, the grand-
father of the worlds, glanced at the Tirtha (once more) and van-
ished along with the Suras, O ascetic. Ever since then that Kunda
became exceedingly famous on the earth. That great Kunda is
situated to the east of Cakratirtha.

Suta said:

21. After saying this, Agastya, the pot-born sage, who had
accumulated a mass of penances was asked once again. The great
sage thereupon continued to recount the story to Vyasa.

Agastya said:

22. Listen to the efficacy of another Tirtha, O highly fortunate
one. It is a Tirtha very difficult of access to persons of evil
actions. It is called Rnamocana' (‘Liberator from indebtedness’)
and it is adjacent to the banks of Sarayu.

23. O excellent sage, it is situated in the waters of Sarayi seven
hundred Dhanus (i.e. about 700 metres) to the north-east of Brahma-
kunda.

24. Formerly, the excellent sage named Lomas$a came there
during his pilgrimage. He performed the rite of holy bath in accordance
with the injunctions.

25. Thereby he became free from indebtedness and got rid of
his sins. On observing this great miracle, he gladly spoke to the
sages.

26-31. Tears welled up in his eyes. He lifted up his arms and
spoke out with great delight:

Lomasa said:

May (the sages) see the merits of this great Tirtha, the most

1. VV 22-23 describe Rnamocana Tirtha. It is to the north-east of Brahmakunda
at a distance of 700 Dhanus (1 Dhanu = 3 1/2 Hastas) but it lies in the waters of
Sarayii. The association of the name of Sage Loma¢a adds to the importance of the

Tirtha.
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excellent one among all the Tirthas. This is the most excellent
Tirtha named Rnamocana. By taking the holy bath here living
beings will be able to repay’all their debts of this world as well
as of the world hereafter, the three-fold debt of men. All these
perish instantaneously on taking bath in this Tirtha.

This is the most excellent of all the Tirthas. It immediately
furnishes proof worthy of belief. Its benefit has been perfectly
experienced by me. (I have got rid) of my indebtedness. Hence
holy bath and charitable gifts must be made here in accordance
with one's capacity and in accordance with the injunctions, by
persons endowed with faith and desirous of benefits. They must
take bath and give away gold, clothes etc. according to (their)
capacity.

Agastya said:

32. After mentioning the great efficacy of the Tirtha thus,
Lomasa, the excellent one among sages, vanished while joyously
eulogizing the Tirtha<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>